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AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF TIMBANGAN NG BA VAN CENTERS 
IN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE MARKETS NATIONWIDE, AMENDING FOR THE 
PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NO. 7394, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE “CONSUMER 
ACT OF THE PHILIPPINES,” AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

With the current global economic downturn and the relative volatility o f our economy, 
prices o f commodities in the local market have been increasing significantly. From 2012-2017, 
the Philippines registered an average o f 2.2% inflation rate per annum, effectively reducing the 
purchasing power o f the peso by about 10.3%1. This is particularly prevalent in food and non­
alcoholic commodities; whose prices rose by about 7.1% from July 2017 to July 20182. TTiis 
makes it more difficult for the average Filipino households to provide for their basic food needs.

This adverse effect of rising prices is further aggravated by unscrupulous business 
practices in our local markets. One of the more pervasive frauds committed in the marketplace is 
the use o f inaccurate weighing scales. While many national and local government operatives may 
have been diligent in confiscating defective weighing instruments, many consumers are 
unknowingly victimized because they have no means to proactively prevent fraud.

To remedy this problem, this bill seeks to mandate local government units, through the 
assistance o f the Department o f Trade and Industry, to establish Timbangan ng Bayan Centers in 
all public and private markets nationwide. Timbangan ng Bayan Centers will provide readily 
accessible standards and instruments for weights and measures that can benefit the public in two 
ways. One, it can enable consumers to protect themselves from deceptive, unfair and 
unconscionable sales and business practices. Two, it can deter underhanded merehants from 
committing fraudulent acts to improve their profit margins.

Ultimately, this bill seeks to aid in realizing the intentions o f Republic Act No. 7394, 
otherwise known as the “Consumer Act of the Philippines" in protecting the interests o f the 
consumers, promoting their general welfare, and in establishing standards of conduct for 
business and industry.

In view o f the foregoing, the swift passage o f the proposed ire is earnestly sought.
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