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AN ACT
DECLARING AUGUST 30 OF EVERY YEAR AS "MARCELO H. DEL PILAR 
NATIONAL RESPONSIBLE PRESS FREEDOM DAY"

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Marcelo H. Del Pilar is the most famous journalist in our history and is also 

considered as the fa ther o f Philippine Journalism. His contributions as a lawyer, 

revolutionary, and propagandist emulates his patriotism, bravery, and 

intelligence.

As the fa ther o f Philippine Journalism, Del Pilar founded the Diariong Tagalog 

where he exposed the atrocities committed by the Spanish friars against the 

Filipinos o f the time. The articles by Del Pilar sparked the defiance of ordinary 

Filipinos against the friars. In fear o f a revolution, the friars pressured the 

government to take action. Thus, Del Pilar escaped to Spain where he joined the 

Filipino Propaganda Movement and also became the editor-in-chief o f La 

Solidaridad. In itia lly, La Solidaridad, the newspaper o f the Filipino propagandists, 

aimed fo r assimilation o f the Philippines as a province o f Spain. As the 

publication o f the newspaper halted, Del Pilar rejected the theory o f assimilation 

and inspired the Katipunan to revolt against the Spanish rule.

This bill seeks to  declare August 30 o f every year, which is the birth date of Del 

Pilar, as the "Marcelo H. Del Pilar National Responsible Press Freedom Day" to 

recognize and respect the Freedom o f the Press as embodied in Section 4, Article








