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EXPLANATORY NOTE

Information and communication technology or (ICT) is but another and an 
extensional term for information technology (IT). It stresses the role of unified 
communication and the integration of telecommunication (telephone lines and wireless 
signals), computers as well as necessary enterprise software, middleware, storage, and 
audio-visual systems, which enable users to access, store, transmit, and manipulate 
information.1

As such, the Constitution provides, as a matter of State policy, that the “State 
recognizes the vital role of communication and information in nation building.2’’

The proposed measure under consideration seeks to renew the franchise of 
Philippine Communications Satellite Corporation (PHILCOMSAT) for another twenty five 
(25) years as previously granted by Republic Act (RA) Nos. 5514 and 7949. As currently 
legislated, PHILCOMSAT’s franchise is set to expire on 21 June 2019.

PHILCOMSAT is a subsidiary of the Philippine Overseas Telecommunication 
Corporation and thirty five percent (35%) owned by the government. Since 1969, it has 
pioneered satellites to provide media for information and communication within and 
outside the country.

With this bill, it is submitted that PHILCOMSAT stands to provide more benefits 
to Filipinos as it continues to make available the travel of internet broadband and virtual 
private network requirements for efficient exchange of information worldwide. And with 
the convergence of global communications and internet protocols and technologies, it 
can improve its services as it offers a wide range of applications and technologies from 
the traditional to the new ones.

Respectfully submitted.

1 Information and Communication Technology from FOLDOC, 2008.
2 Section 24, Article II
























