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EXPLANATORY NOTE

This bill seeks to create  the Rural Em ploym ent A ssistance Program for 
the benefit of qualified head of family or single ad u lt m em ber of poor 
households in the  ru ra l a reas and  appropriating funds therefor.

This proposed m easure  is pa tterned  after the  National Em ploym ent 
G uaran tee  Act of 2005 which w as enacted by the Parliam ent of India. U nder 
the National Em ploym ent G uaran tee  Act of India, every household whose 
adu lt m em ber volunteered to do unskilled m anual work is guaran teed  
em ploym ent of not less th an  one hundred  (100) days in every year. U nder 
th a t sam e law, if the  adu lt m em ber is not provided with em ploym ent within 
fifteen (15) days from receipt of his application for em ploym ent, the ad u lt 
m em ber shall be entitled  to a daily unem ploym ent allowance.

The Rural Em ploym ent A ssistance Program , however, is aim ed a t 
providing tem porary  em ploym ent to qualified heads of family or single ad u lt 
m em bers of poor househo lds who volunteer to do unsk illed  m anual work in 
ru ral a reas w here they reside. The Rural Em ploym ent A ssistance Program is 
sim ilar to the  C ash  for Work Program, one of the su sta inab le  livelihood 
program s of the DSWD. Under th is bill, the program  will be im plem ented by 
the DSWD in coordination with the local governm ent u n its  (LGUs) for a  
period of five years. The DSWD will take charge of evaluating  the qualified 
head of family or single ad u lt m em ber of poor househo lds can be employed. 
The qualified head  of family or single adu lt m em ber of poor households is 
entitled to a  wage ra te  of no t less th an  seventy-five percen t (75%) of the 
prevailing m inim um  wage set by the National W ages and  Productivity 
Commission.












