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EXPLANATORY NOTE

Justice delayed is justice denied.

The 1987 Philippine Constitution specifically states that "all persons shall have 
the right to a speedy disposition of their cases before all judicial, quasi-judicial or 
administrative bodies (Article III, Section 16).

In M a tias  v. P la n 1, the Supreme Court, through then Justice (now Chief 
Justice) Reynato S. Puno, expressed grave concern if such constitutional guarantee is 
ignored, thus:

The Constitution guarantees the right o f 
persons against unreasonable delay in the disposition o f cases before all 
judicial, quasi-judicial or administrative bodies. Judges play an active role 
in ensuring that cases are resolved with speed and dispatch so as not to 
defeat the cause o f the litigants.

X X X

The need for speedy administration o f  justice cannot be ignored. 
Excessive delay in the disposition o f cases renders the rights o f people 
guaranteed by various legislations inutile, x x x.

Moreover, Justice Isagani A. Cruz recognized that the constitutional provision on 
speedy disposition of cases "deserves support and its implementation depends 
ultimately upon the Supreme Court, which unfortunately is no paragon of speedy justice 
either."2

The clogged dockets of the courts cause great delay in the disposition of cases. 
Based on the latest available data from the Judiciary, the total caseload of the Supreme

1 A.M. No. MTJ-98-1159, August 3, 1998, 293 SCRA 532.

2 Cruz, Constitutional Law, 2007 Edition, p. 295.










