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AN ACT
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GUIDELINES THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The first Philippine political party , estab lished  in 1900, was the 
Federal Party, w hich advocated peace and  eventual statehood. Later, the 
N ationalist Party (NP) and  the Dem ocratic Party were established . They did 
not produce an  ac tual tw o-party system , since the N ationalists retained  
exclusive control and  the D em ocrats functioned as a  "loyal opposition." 
However, following Ja p a n e se  occupation  and  the  granting  of independence, 
an  effective tw o-party system  developed betw een the Liberal Party (LP) and 
the NP. This party  jo ined with 11 o ther opposition parties in 1982 to form a 
coalition known a s  the United N ationalist Dem ocratic Organization 
(UNIDO).1 Years later, several sp lin ter g roups have formed and  organized 
political parties. Striking, in the form ation of all these parties, is the 
absence of the cen tra l function of political parties, which is ideally to 
tran sm it the am bitions an d  asp ira tio n s of the  citizens and  their organized 
groups to the political decision-m akers an d  the  s ta te .2

The foundations of ou r political parties have evolved and  become more 
personality-based, w here the dom inan t political actors with the resources 
and  m achinery for financial suprem acy, have estab lished  an d  n u rtu red  
political alliances by their self-serving political platform . Since political party  
m em bership  of th is type are  loose and  very fluid -  w ith the u tm o st

1 https://www.nationsencyclopedia.eom/Asia-and-Oceania/Philippines-POLITICAL-PARTIES.html
! http://library.fes.de/pdf-files/bueros/philippinen/07131.pdf
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