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EXPLANATORY NOTE

Recent figures from the World Bank have ranked the Philippines as among the 
top growing economies in the region. Additionally, the economy is projected to 
continue expanding at an annual rate of 6.7 percent in both 2018 and 2019l. 
Nevertheless, issues concerning the equitable distribution of income, wealth, and 
opportunities still linger in the wider political discourse concerning poverty and 
inequality in the Philippines.

Consider that, according to the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA), poverty 
incidence among Filipinos in 2015 was approximately 21.6 percent which translates 
to roughly 21.93 million Filipinos who could not afford to buy their basic food and 
non-food needs necessary to maintain a decent standard of living. While these 
figures are already staggering in and of itself, they paint a more vivid picture when 
disaggregated according to region.

According to the same report, the highly urbanized areas of Region III, Region 
rV-A, and the National Capital Region (NCR) recorded the lowest poverty incidence 
rates at 11.2, 9.1 and 3.9 percent, respectively. On the other hand. Region VIII, 
Caraga and the ARMM all registered the highest poverty incidence rates at 38.7, 39.1 
and 53.7, respectively2.

1 Philippines Economic Update: Investing in the Future, (n.d.). Retrieved from
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/philippines/publication/philippines-economic-update-investing-in-the-
future
2 Philippine Statistics Authority. (2015). 2015Jull year official poverty statistics o f the Philippines, pp. 4-6.
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