
SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS OF THE ) 
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES )
Third Regular Session )

l U '  S ' - r  •

SENATE

s .N o. 2013 '18 SEP 18 A9 59

Introduced bv SENATOR LEILA M. DE LIMA IP--
AN ACT

ENCOURAGING VOLUNT EERISM  DURING EMERGENCIES BY 
PROTECTING VOLUNTEERS FROM LIABILITY

EXPLANATORY NOTE

In recent years, there has been an increasing trend towards enacting legislation 
on volunteerism across jurisdictions.

In the Philippines, there are already laws in place promoting volunteerism. In 

1964, Executive Order No. 134 created the Philippine National Volunteer Service 
Coordinating Office under the Office of the President. In 1980, Executive Order no. 

635 was issued renaming the agency into Philippine National Volunteer Service 

Coordinating Agency (PNVSCA) and strengthening the agency to be able to effectively 

formulate guidelines, policies, organize and coordinate volunteer service programs in 

the country. In 2006, Republic Act No. 9418, or the Volunteer Service Act of 2007, was 
enacted which created Multi-Sectoral Advisory Bodies to assist the PNVSCA in its 

mandate.

However, the current body of legislation does not provide safeguards which can 

protect the volunteers from liability which may range from fines, detention and even 

criminal liability, depending on the gravity of the act or omission done by the volunteer 
in responding to an emergency situation.

This bill seeks to protect properly licensed, certified or authorized or accredited 

volunteers from liability in their performance of duties during emergency situations. 

This measure also seeks to grant mandatoiyr insurance to the volunteers.










