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AN ACT CREATING THE PHILIPPINE COMMISSION ON CHILDREN, 

DEFINING ITS POWERS, FUNCTIONS, AND RESPONSIBILITIES, AND 

APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Republic of the Philippines, through the Council for the Welfare o f Children 

(CWC), has been steadfast in its commitment to promote and protect the rights of 

children. This obligation is enshrined in the 1987 Constitution, the Presidential 

Decree No. 603 or the Child and Youth Welfare Code, and the United Nations 

Convention on the Rights of the Child (UN CRC).

Over the years, emerging issues have increased the vulnerability of children to all 

forms of harm, abuse, exploitation, and violence. Several policies, programs, and 

mechanisms have been formulated and implemented to address this. However, an 

enhanced integrated approach must be adopted to safeguard the welfare of children 

and ensure compliance to our laws and international commitments. Hence, pursuant 

to Executive Order No. 233, s. 1987, the State created the CWC under the Office of 

the President by virtue of Presidential Decree No. 603 as the authority on children's 

concerns, rights, and advocacy, to pursue this endeavor. The council is mandated to 

coordinate and monitor the implementation of policies, programs, and measures to 

ensure a child-sensitive society, where every child fully enjoy his/her rights.






























