
SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS OF THE ) 
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES )
Third Regular Session )

SENATE

s. No. SQ2 5

:3 i M i

•18 SEP 24 RIO 5 0

Introduced by SENATOR LEILA M. DE LIMA IV. 1..

AN ACT
STRENGTHENING THE COMMISSION ON ELECI IONS, 
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BATAS PAMBANSA BLG. 8 8 i, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE 
“OMNIBUS ELECT ION CODE”, AS AMENDED, PRO\TDING 

FUNDS THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

A report in 2013 revealed that “in 39 COMELEC field offices in Luzon and the 
Visayas, COMELEC field personnel suffer from poor working conditions and a 
shortage in basic resources -  personnel, funds, office space, supplies and equipment 
-  that prevent them from fully performing their duties in an effective and efficient 
manner.”1 These woes suffered by the COMELEC affect the discharge of their duties 
to the public, who may in turn b e - in  effect -  disenfranchised.

As a body created by no less than the Constitution, whose scant number of 
personnel are housed in dilapidated offices, COMELEC’s independence weakened 
when Section 55 of the Omnibus Election Code (B.P. Big. 881) came into effect. 
Under the said Section, the provision of COMELEC offices was lodged with the Local 
Government Units. The danger of making the efficiency and working conditions of 
the personnel of a body that breathes life into the Constitutional provision 
“sovereignty resides in the people and all government authority emanates from 
them”,2 dependent on certain people - who may and will use such power to their own 
advantage -  cannot be denied. Its effects on the integrity of the conduct of elections

1 Jungco, Kezia & Mana-ay, GabrieUe & Malte, Lavilyn, “The COMELEC in NCR: Condemned Offices 
and Other Woes.” 29 May 2013. GMA News online. Available at
http://www.gmanetwork.com/news/news/metro/307429/the-comelec-in-ncr-condemned-offices- 
and-other-woes/story/ <last visited on 20 September 20i8>
2 Article II, Section 1. (1987 Constitution)
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