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INSTITUTIONALIZING COMPULSORY ARBITRATION FOR SPECIFIC AREAS OF 
DISPUTE, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Our Constitution grants to all persons the right to  speedy disposition o f the ir cases 

before all judicial, quasi-judicial, or administrative bodies. However, this right remains 

good only in paper and is currently infeasible given our present judicial system.

At the end o f 2006, our lower courts have 716,040 cases pending. Five years later, at 

the end o f 2011, the  number o f cases pending was reduced, though not significantly, to 

614,888. On the o ther hand, 25,319 and 6,344 cases were pending before the third 

level courts and the Supreme Court, respectively at the end o f 2011. The overall case 

disposal rate was not impressive either. The percentage mainly ranges below 50% 

which means case input or the influx o f cases is greater than case output or the 

disposition o f cases. Enhanced Justice on Wheels Program, the Small Claims Project and 

the Judiciary Case Management System are just a few  o f the continuous adm inistrative 

and judicial reforms designed to further improve the case disposal rates o f our courts.

I t  is also apparent tha t cases w ill be ultimately decided only after several years from  

their filing. The long and tedious process of a lawsuit costs a lot o f money, resources 

and time not only to  the parties but also to the judiciary. The much-awaited justice has 

been dragged longer than it should be. Indeed, justice delayed is justice denied.


























