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EXPLANATORY NOTE

Article XIV, Section lO oi the Constitution provides that science 
and technology are essential for national development and progress, and 
accordingly mandates the State to give priority to research and 
development, intention, innovation, and their utilization. Despite this 
constitutional fiat, the Philippines spends less than 0.14% of its gross 
domestic product (GDP) on research and development (R&D).1 This is 
the lowest R&D expenditure in Southeast Asia; in contrast, Singapore 
spends about 2% of its GDP on R&D.2 The global average for R&D 
expenditures is 2.04% of GDP and for developing countries, the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
suggests an R&D expenditure of at least 1% of GDP.3

1 Department of Science and Technology (DOST). “Compendium of Science & Technology Statistics." DOST
PLANNING AND EVALUATION SERVICE, S&T RESOURCE ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION 
DIVISION (2015). page 14. available at:
http://www.dost.gov.ph/phocadownload/Downloads/Statistics/Compendium%20ST%20Statistics%20as%20oP/o20 
December%202015 .pdf

2 Supra at Note 2.

3 Jose Ramon G. Albert. Donald B. Yasay, and Raymond Gaspar, Examining Processes in Research and 
Development at the Department of Science and Technology (2015).
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