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IMMIGRATION ACT OF THE PHILIPPINES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Philippine Immigration Act was enacted in 1940, or seventy-eight years 
ago today. Since then, there have been numerous changes in immigration practices 
here and abroad. It is therefore both pragmatic and necessary to enact a new law 
that will address the present day needs of the country with regard to immigration.

This measure seeks to reorganize the Bureau of Immigration and create the 
Commission on Immigration in its stead to be the government agency primarily 
responsible for implementing and enforcing the country’s laws, regulations and 
rules concerning the entry and admission into, stay, and departure from the 
Philippines of all persons.

This measure furthermore seeks to upgrade the existing positions of 
Immigration Officers and other Immigration personnel to adequately meet the 
country’s rapidly increasing needs for immigration services, and to rationalize and 
professionalize its ranks.
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In view of the foregoing, the immediate approvalof this measure is hereby

RICHARP^fGORDON
Senator






































































































