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AN ACT
INSTITUTING A RETINOBLASTOMA PUBLIC AWARENESS AND 
PREVENTION PROGRAM AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Article II, Section 15 of the 1987 Philippine Constitution provides:

"The State shall protect and promote the right to health of the 

people and instill health and consciousness among them."

Retinoblastoma is the most occurring neoplasm of the eye among children. It is a 

type of eye cancer that usually develops during the early stages of child 

development. It is often curable when diagnosed early and treated promptly. 

According to the Review of Cancer Medicines on the World Health Organization 

(WHO) List of Essential Medicines 2014 it is a cancer of the very young wherein 

two-thirds are diagnosed before 2 years and 95% before 5 years. There is a 

need to consider not only the cure of this disease but also the need to preserve 

vision with the least long term side effects.

The proposed bill seeks to promote awareness and information for the public 

regarding Retinoblastoma especially among children and to strengthen research 

and development in order to support and manage proper treatment of this 

disease. In addition the increased awareness will encourage understanding, early 

detection and intervention which are critical in alleviating symptoms.








