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AN ACT
TO ORDAIN THE NEW BUILDING CODE OF THE PHILIPPINES

Explanatory Note

"To live together in the world means essentially that a world of things is 
between those who have it in common, as a table is located between those 
who sit around it; the world, like every in-between, relates and separates 
men at the same time." -  Hannah Arendt, "The Human Condition"

We often forget role of buildings in our daily lives. Whether it is the homes which house 
our families, or the offices where we work, we fail to appreciate how much we rely on 
these structures every day. I t  is this "built environment" which provides durability and 
protection from the forces of nature, and without which human activity is impossible.

From these precepts, one can argue that the standards of our buildings have a direct 
bearing on the quality of our lives. After all, our health and wellness are affected by our 
surroundings. For example, a National Geographic article from 20171 pointed out that 
buildings with better ventilation, natural lighting (and similar techniques such as task 
lighting, dimmers, and timers), and active design (e.g., staircases facing open windows) 
had healthier, happier, and more productive employees.

In stark contrast, buildings in the Philippines are not always conducive to human health. 
For one, we are the second deadliest country in the Asia Pacific for household air 
pollution.2 At least 16 of our days every year are spent stuck in traffic.3 Severe weather 
disturbances caused us to lose Php 128 billion in economic losses in 2016.4

1 Howard, B.C. "5  Surprising W ays Buildings Can Im prove Our H ealth" National Geographic (14 February 2017). Retrieved from  
h ttD s ://www.nabonalqeoqraDhic.com/environm ent/urban-exDeditions/Qreen-buildinQs/surDrisina-wavs-Qreen-build inQS-imorove- 
health-susta inabilitv /
2 "Ph ranks second in WHO list fo r deadly indoor pollu tion in Asia Pacific" CNN Philippines (02 May 2018) 
httD://cnnDhiliDDines.com /news/2018/Q5/02/PH-2nd-W HO-indoor-Dollution-Asia-Pacific.htm l
3 "Filip inos spend 16 days a year stuck in tra ffic : S tudy" TTie Straits Times {2^  Novem ber 2017). Retrieved from  
https://w w w .stra itsbm es.com /asia/se-asia/filiD inos-SD end-16-davs-a-vear-stuck-in-trafF ic-studv
4 "Typhoons, droughts leave 129 b illion in econom ic loses in 2016" ABS-CBN (31 O ctober 2017). Retrieved from  https://new s.abs- 
cbn.eom /business/10/31/17/tvDhoons-drouahts-leave-129-billion-in-econom ic-losses-in-2Q 16

http://www.nabonalqeoqraDhic.com/environment/urban-exDeditions/Qreen-buildinQs/surDrisina-wavs-Qreen-buildinQS-imorove-health-sustainabilitv/
http://www.nabonalqeoqraDhic.com/environment/urban-exDeditions/Qreen-buildinQs/surDrisina-wavs-Qreen-buildinQS-imorove-health-sustainabilitv/
https://www.straitsbmes.com/asia/se-asia/filiDinos-SDend-16-davs-a-vear-stuck-in-trafFic-studv
https://news.abs-cbn.eom/business/10/31/17/tvDhoons-drouahts-leave-129-billion-in-economic-losses-in-2Q16
https://news.abs-cbn.eom/business/10/31/17/tvDhoons-drouahts-leave-129-billion-in-economic-losses-in-2Q16































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































