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AN ACT
CREATING LOCAL HOUSING BOARDS 

IN ALL CITIES AND FIRST TO THIRD CLASS MUNICIPALITIES, 
ADOPTING THE PEOPLE’S PLANNING APPROACH IN THE DELIVERY 
OF SHELTER AND SUPPORT SERVICES FOR INFORMAL SETTLERS, 

AMENDING CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 7279,
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The problem of homelessness is widespread. There are about 1,502,336 
informal settler families (ISFs) all over the country, according to the Philippine 
Development Plan 2017-2022. 40% of these ISFs are in Metro Manila. The current 
housing backlog stands at 2.02 million.1

In a joint 2014 report of the Institute for Popular Democracy (IPD) and the 
Commission on Human Rights (CHR) entitled “Human Rights in the Rubble: A 
Review of Forced Eviction and Resettlement Law and Practice in Metro Manila” 
several loopholes were identified in Republic Act No. 7279, otherwise known as the 
Urban Development and Housing Act of 1992 (UDHA), that result in inadequate 
protection for the rights of the ISFs.2 This is certainly appalling considering that no 
less than Section 10, Article XIII of the 1987 Constitution provides that:

1 Trinidad, Gino Antonio, " R e th in k in g  th e  U rb a n  D e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  H o u s in g  A c t  o f  1 9 9 2 " .  Available at 
h ttps ://w w w .bw orldonline.com /rethinking-urban-developm ent-housing-act-1992/ <last visited on 31 October 
2 0 1 8 >
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