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AN ACT PROVIDING FOR AN "OPT-OUT" SYSTEM OF ORGAN DONATION
AND TRANSPLANTATION, AMENDING REPUBLIC ACT NO. 7170 

OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE "ORGAN DONATION ACT OF 1 9 9 1 /' 
PROMOTING THE RIGHT TO HEALTH, PROVIDING PENALTIES THEREFOR,

AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Article II, Section 15 of the 1987 Constitution provides that, "the State shall 
protect and promote the right to health of the people and instill health consciousness 
among them." There is an increasing number of kidney disease which affect Filipinos. 
End Stage Renal Disease (ESRD) which is a consequence of underlying diseases such 
as diabetes mellitus and hypertension increased the demand for medications and 
treatments such as the hemodialysis.

In the Philippines, the estimated average cost of hemodialysis is P3,000 per 
session. I f  the patient is on it for three times a week, the total cost would be P468,000 
a year. However, this amount does not include other medications and laboratories 
that an average patient would need. To address this concern, government medical 
institutions offer free or low-cost dialysis treatments to Filipinos. Just recently, the 
Philippine Red Cross extended its arms to lessen the suffering of people afflicted with 
kidney failure by providing a modern state-of-the-art dialysis center with quality 
healthcare.

Despite the availability of dialysis machines, kidney transplantation is still the 
treatment of choice for ESRD because it offers a better-quality life and long-term 
survival. The estimated life expectancy post-transplant is 17.19 years compared to 
only 5.48 years, if the patient remains on dialysis. Moreover, the difference in the total 
quality of life in terms of physical, social, emotional, spiritual, and financial aspects 
between transplant vis-a-vis dialysis patients was determined to be 18.12% greater 
in transplant patients.

Unlike in other developed countries, kidney donors in the Philippines come 
mostly from living related donors (95%) and a mere 5% from deceased donors despite 
efforts made by the government and non-governmental organizations to encourage 
organ donations.


















