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RESOLUTION URGING THE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT TO 
RELEASE THE DEFINITIVE DRAFT OF THE OIL AND GAS 

EXPLORATON AGREEMENT/S WITH CHINA BEFORE SIGNING, AND 
DIRECTING SENATE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY TO INVESTIGATE, 

IN AID OF LEGISLATION, THE POTENTIAL DEAL/S ON OIL AND GAS
EXPLORATION WITH CHINA

WHEREAS, territory is an essential element of a State. A State’s territory 
houses the soul and identity of a nation. The national territory of the Philippines is 
an integral part of its patrimony, which is to be conserved, developed and utilized 
for the benefit of present and future generations of Filipinos.

WHEREAS, under Article I of the 1987 Constitution, the national territory of 
the Philippines “comprises of the Philippine archipelago, with all the islands and 
waters embraced therein, and all other territories over which the Philippines has 
sovereignty or jurisdiction, consisting of its terrestrial, fluvial, and aerial domains, 
including its territorial sea, the seabed, the subsoil, the insular shelves, and other 
submarine areas. The waters around, between, and connecting the islands of the 
archipelago, regardless of their breadth and dimensions, form part of the internal 
waters of the Philippines.”

WHEREAS, the West Philippine Sea is part of the national territory of the 
Philippines under the Constitution. It consists of the Philippines’ “territorial 
sea...seabed...subsoil...insular shelves, and other submarine areas” in the South 
China Sea over which the Philippines has “sovereignty or jurisdiction.”

WHEREAS, the only legal way to cede or diminish the Philippines’ national 
territory is through constitutional amendment. Any public officer exceeds his or her 
authority and violates the Constitution by conceding sovereignty or sovereign rights 
to another State. Any such act manifestly contravenes an unequivocal and 
fundamental principle of the Constitution and thus, is ultra vires and invalid.1

1 Exceptions to Article 46 and Article 47. V ienna Convention on the Law of Treaties ( VCLT), 
United Nations, Treaty Series , vol. 1155. p. 331, adopted on 22 May 1969 and entered into force












