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Congress of the Philippines 
Seventeenth Congress 
Third Regular Session }

H O U SE  O F R EPR ESEN TA T IV ES

H. No. 7785

By Representatives Sarmiento (E.M.), Salceda, Durano, 
NOGRALES (K.A.), CUA, Escudero, Deloso-Montalla, 
Chavez, Ferrer (J.), Go (M.), Bagatsing, Gonzales (A.P.), 
Ramos, aggabao, Lobregat, Marcoleta, Eriguel, 
aragones, Violago, Tan (A.), Salo, Bordado, 
SuANSiNG (E.), Gonzalez, Tinio , Angara-Castillo, 
De Venecia, Garcia (J.E.), Ortega (P.), Yu , Gonzaga, 
Enverga, Sandoval, Vergara, Robes, Bolilia, Garin (S.), 
Garbin, Cuaresma, Bulut-Begtang, Go (A.C.), 
Dimaporo (M.K.), Gomez, Lacson , Marquez, Montoro, 
Sagarbarria, Savellano, Tejada, Villarica, Nava, 
Zubiri, Rocamora, Lanete, Calderon, Primicias-Agabas, 
Tambunting, Roa-Puno, Dalipe, N ieto, Lazatin and 
Velarde, per Committee Report No . 765

AN ACT ESTABLISHING A FRAMEWORK FOR THE 
SELECTION OF NATIONAL PERFORM ING ARTS 
COMPANIES, DESIGNATING FOR THE PURPOSE 
CERTAIN PERFORM ING ARTS GENRES AND 
APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR

Be it enacted by the Senate and  House of Representatives of the 
Philippines in Congress assembled:

1 Section  l. Short Title. -  This Act shall be know n as the

2 "N ational Perform ing A rts Com panies Act”.

3 S e c . 2. Declaration of Policy. — P u rsu a n t to  Article II,

4 Sections 17 and 23, and  Article XIV, Sections 14, 15 and 18(2) of



1 the  C onstitution, i t  is hereby declared the pohcy of the S ta te  to

2 appropriately  recognize, designate and support nongovernm ent

3 organizations th a t have dem onstrated  pioneering, consisten t and

4 unassailab le com petence, effectiveness and success in the

5 developm ent, tra in ing , docum entation  and perform ance of ballet

6 and contem porary dance, o rchestral music, choral music, and

7 th ea te r.

8 Sec. 3. Designation as National Performing Arts Companies.

9 -  A N ational Perform ing A rts Com pany is hereby designated  for a

10 period of five (5) years from the following perform ing a r ts  genres:

11 (a) One (1) N ational B allet/C ontem porary Dance Company;

12 (b) One (1) N ational T h ea ter Company;

13 (c) One (1) N ational O rchestra;

14 (d) One (1) N ational Choral Company; and

15 (e) One (1) [National String Ensemble] NATIONAL

16 INDIGENOUS PERFORMING ENSEMBLE.

17 Sec. 4. Roles an d  Functions. -  A N ational Perform ing A rts

18 Com pany shall have the following roles and functions:

19 (a) U ndertake a continuing program  of tra in in g  and

20 education for the professional developm ent of perform ing a rtis ts ,

21 teachers, directors, designers, perform ing a r ts  m anagers, and o ther

22 a r tis ts  p a rticu la r to its  perform ing a r ts  field;

23 (b) Conduct research  relative to p articu la r perform ing a r ts

24 and  un d ertak e  docum entation  of its  activities and program s for the

25 p reserva tion  and of d issem ination  of Filipino m asterpieces in  the

26 perform ing arts;



1 (c) O rganize and p resen t a reg u la r an n u a l season of

2 perform ances a t the  C u ltu ra l C en ter of the P hilippines (CCP) and

3 o ther venues in  th e  country;

4 (d) Develop and build  a reperto ire  of original Filipino w orks

5 th a t  will help define our national cu ltu ra l identity;

6 (e) M ain ta in  and prom ote a s ta n d a rd  of a rtis tic  excellence in

7 its  field th a t will help elevate the perform ing a r ts  in the country;

8 (f) Conduct national ou treach  and exchange program  of

9 perform ances, workshops, and sem inars for the developm ent and

10 prom otion of the perform ing a r ts  in the regions;

11 (g) U ndertake in te rn a tio n a l ou treach  program  as Philippine

12 cu ltu ra l am bassadors and perform  during  S ta te  functions for

13 visiting d ignitaries;

14 (h) Conduct continuing audience developm ent program  and

15 help prom ote g rea ter aw areness and  appreciation  of the perform ing

16 a r ts  am ong the public; and

17 (i) M ain ta in  a viable and  sustainab le perform ing a r ts

18 organization  and help se t a s tan d ard  for effective and efficient

19 perform ing a r ts  m anagem ent.

20 S e c . 5. The Selection Committee. -  There is hereby

21 estab lished  a Selection Com m ittee for the N ational Perform ing A rts

22 Com panies composed of fifteen (15) mem bers, who shall be chosen

23 from a panel of experts knowledgeable in the artistic  and technical

24 aspects of the perform ing arts , to be designated  by the N ational

25 Commission for C ulture and  the  A rts (NCCA) and  the  CCP. The

26 m em bers of the Selection Com m ittee shall elect a C hairperson from

27 am ong them selves.



1 The Selection Com m ittee shall draw  up the  appropriate

2 guidelines for the  selection process of the N ational Perform ing A rts

3 Com panies. It shall adopt the following procedures:

4 (a) Call for applications to different perform ing a rts

5 com panies based on the guidelines set by the Selection Com mittee;

6 (b) Conduct a f irs t screening as an assessm ent by the

7 S ecre taria t of th e  applications received based on a preselection

8 crite ria  sta ted  in the guidelines se t by the Selection Com m ittee;

9 (c) Conduct a second screening as fu rth e r evaluation  by the

10 Selection Com m ittee of the appUcations received based on the

11 crite ria  se t in Section 6 hereof;

12 (d) Conduct a final selection of the qualified N ational

13 Perform ing A rts Com panies consisting of:

14 (1) One (1) qualified applican t for balle t and contem porary

15 dance;

16 (2) One (1) qualified applican t for theater;

17 (3) One (1) qualified applican t for orchestral music;

18 (4) One (1) qualified applican t for choral music; and

19 (5) One (1) qualified apphcant for [string ensemble] NATIONAL

20 INDIGENOUS PERFORMING ENSEMBLE; and

21 (e) Select an  additional fifteen (15), or th ree  (3) from each of

22 the nex t m ost qualified apphcan ts of the aforem entioned perform ing

23 a r ts  com panies, th a t  shall be the beneficiaries of a separa te  subsidy

24 program .

25 The resu lts  of the final selection shall be ratified  jointly  by the

26 NCCA Board of Com m issioners and the CCP Board of T rustees.



1 S e c . 6. Criteria for Selection. -  The Selection Com m ittee

2 shall select the N ational Perform ing A rts Com panies based on the

3 following criteria:

4 (a) I t  is national in scope, as i t  tackles and p resen ts  the arts ,

5 culture, trad itions, issues and concerns of the nation , d raw ing the

6 best ta len ts  from all over the country and contribu ting  to the

7 developm ent of a national cu ltu ra l consciousness;

8 (b) I t m a in ta in s the h ighest s tan d ard s of a rtis tic  excellence,

9 m anifested in  the quality  of its  perform ances, a rtis ts , tra in in g

10 program s, and o ther activities;

11 (c) It is world-class, having rep resen ted  the country  in

12 num erous touring engagem ents, festivals, com petitions and

13 in te rn a tio n a l events, and  having been acclaim ed by foreign

14 organizations, audiences and critics alike;

15 (d) I t has m ain ta ined  a professional track  record of reg u la r

16 and continuing se t of activ ities in  p u rsu it of its  m ission; and

17 (e) I t  is able to m a in ta in  a  viable and  sustainab le

18 organization  to support its  program s and  shall th u s  have the

19 capability  to m atch  the allocated annua l subsidy from the

20 governm ent.

21 Se c . 7. Entitlements. -  The N ational Perform ing A rts

22 Com panies, nam ely, the N ational B allet/C ontem porary Dance

23 Company, the N ational T h ea ter Company, the N ational O rchestra ,

24 the N ational Choral Company, and the [N ational S tring  Ensem ble]

25 NATIONAL INDIGENOUS PERFORM ING ENSEMBLE shaU be

26 en titled  to the following:

27 (a) F ree and equitable use of governm ent facilities and

28 cu ltu ra l venues, specifically the CCP, the T anghalang  B alag tas and



1 o ther governm ent venues devoted to cu ltu ra l and  artistic

2 perform ances, based on a stipu la ted  frequency of usage;

3 (b) Access to g ran ts  for research, docum entation, productions,

4 w orkshops, tra in in g  and audience developm ent program s from the

5 NCCA, subject to proper evaluation  AND AVAILABILITY OF

6 FUNDS; and

7 (c) In te llec tual p roperty  righ ts to the ir work, including music,

8 choreographs, and o ther a rtis tic  creations. Likewise, they shall

9 enjoy the righ t to public perform ance fixation. They shall fu rth e r  be

10 en titled  to the reproduction, au thorization , and  d istribu tion  of

11 fixations in accordance w ith  in te llectual property  laws.

12 S e c . 8. Memorandum of Agreement. -  W ithin  th ir ty  (30)

13 days upon the effectivity of th is  Act, the CCP and the NCCA shall

14 execute the necessary  M em orandum  of A greem ent w ith  the

15 concerned stakeholders, in accordance w ith  th is  Act and o ther

16 existing laws.

17 Sec . 9. Tax Exemption. — Any donation, contribution,

18 bequest and g ran t, which m ay be m ade to the N ational Perform ing

19 A rts Com panies to be used actually, directly and exclusively by the

20 N ational Perform ing A rts Com panies shall be exem pt from donor’s

21 tax and the sam e shall be considered as allowable deduction from

22 the gross income of the  donor, in  accordance w ith the  provisions of

23 the N ational In te rn a l Revenue Code of 1997, as am ended:

24 Provided, T h at such N ational Perform ing A rts Com panies are

25 accredited nongovernm ent organizations p u rsu a n t to Executive

26 O rder No. 720 issued on April 11, 2008.

27 Se c . 10. Appropriations. -  Each N ational Perform ing A rts

28 Com pany shall be appropria ted  the following am ounts:



1 (a) Ten million pesos (P10,000,000.00) a year each for

2 the National Ballet/Contemporary Dance Company, the National

3 T h ea ter Company, and the N ational O rchestra  for a period of five

4 (5) years; and

5 (b) Five m illion pesos (P5,000,000.00) a year each  for the

6 N ational Choral Com pany and  the [N ational S tring  Ensem ble]

7 NATIONAL INDIGENOUS PERFORM ING ENSEM BLE for a

8 period of five (5) years.

9 A m axim um  of fifteen (15), or a m axim um  of th ree  (3) from

10 each of the next most qualified applican ts of the perform ing a r ts

11 com panies m entioned, shall be en titled  to a subsidy of One million

12 pesos (P I ,000,000.00) a year, renew able upon evaluation , for

13 perform ance, research , docum entation, and com m issioned work.

14 Such am ounts to be appropriated  for the N ational Perform ing

15 A rts Com panies m ay be subject to ad ju stm en ts once every five (5)

16 years afte r the effectivity of th is  Act.

17 The am ount necessary to im plem ent the provisions of th is  Act

18 shall be included in  the budget of the CCP in the annua l G eneral

19 A ppropriations Act.

20 Sec . 11. Im plem enting Rules a n d  Regulations. -  W ithin

21 ninety  (90) days from the approval of th is  Act, the P residen t of the

22 CCP shall, in consultation  w ith  the C hairperson of the NCCA,

23 form ulate the ru les and regulations im plem enting the provisions of

24 th is  Act. The im plem enting ru les and  regulations issued  p u rsu a n t

25 to  th is  section shall take effect th ir ty  (30) days afte r its  publication

26 in  two (2) national new spapers of general circulation.



g

1 S ec . 12. Separability Clause. -  If any provision of this Act is

2 held  invalid  or unconstitu tional, the  o ther provisions not so declared

3 shall rem ain  in force and effect.

4 S e c . 13. Repealing Clause. — All laws, decrees, orders and

5 ru les  and regu la tions con trary  to or inconsistent w ith the provisions

6 of th is  Act are hereby repealed  or am ended accordingly.

7 S e c . 14. Effectivity. -  This Act shall take effect fifteen (15)

8 days afte r its publication in the Official Gazette or in  a new spaper of

9 general circulation.

Approved,

O


