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AN ACT INSTITUTING ABSOLUTE D I\TORCE IN THE PHILIPPINES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Philippines is the only country in the world, aside from the Vatican City, where 
di\ orce is not legal. Despite this, the number and proportion of Filipinos who are 
separate has been increasing over time -  demonstrating that the denial of legal 
remedies to those seeking to dissolve their union has largely been an ineffective way of 
upholding the policy of the State to keep families together.

It has been well-documented that the absence of a divorce law has had disproportionate 
effects on women who are more often the victims of abuse within marriages, and who 
are forced to remain in joyless and unhealthy unions because of the dearth of legal 
options. Studies have shown that breaking free from such unions and being given a fresh 
start result in improved health outcomes for women1. Studies likewise show that it is not 
divorce that creates well-being issues for children, it is bearing witness to the troubled 
marriages of their parents2.

While the State continues to recognize the sanctity of family life and endeavors to 
protect and strengthen the family as a basic autonomous social institution consistent 
uith Article II, Section 12 of the 1987 Constitution, it is also dutybound to promote and 
protect the well-being of its citizens. It is a duty that should extend to circumstances 
whereby this well-being is being compromised by the inability to break free from 
irremediably broken marriages and start anew in healthier family and living 
arrangements. b

In view of the foregoing, immediate passage of this bill is earnestly sought.
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