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EXPLANATORY NOTE

One of the difficulties of the overseas shipping fleet of the Philippines is the 

inability of the Philippines to fully and effectively implement international maritime 

conventions. The detention rate of Philippine flagged ships has affected its 

competitiveness as a flag registry and has caused the continued deletion of ships 

from our registry. The Philippines has also been placed on the Gray List of the Tokyo 

Port State Control Memorandum of Understanding (Tokyo MoU) which bases such 

classification on the performance and detention rate of ships in our registry during 

port State control inspections among Tokyo MoU members. The 2009 Voluntary IMO 

Member State Audit Scheme (VIMSAS) which the Philippines volunteered for, as one 

of its findings, the inability of the Philippines to effectively implement and enforce 

international maritime conventions.

The Philippines is a State Party to the five (5) safety conventions which this 

law seeks to implement particularly:

• The International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974 (SOLAS 74);

• The International Convention for the Prevention and Pollution from Ships, 

1973, as amended by the Protocol of 1978 (MARPOL 73/78);

• The Convention on the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at 

Sea, 1972 (COLREGS);




















