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AN ACT
BANNING THE IMPORTATION OF SOLID WASTE

EXPLANATORY NOTE

In 2017 and 2018, the Philippines became a dumping site of 
imported trash, prompting the undersigned to file Proposed Senate 
Resolution Nos. 553 on December 4, 2017 as regards the so-called 
Canadian trash and 939 on November 13, 2018 as regards the so-called 
Korean trash.

These two incidents of trash dumping indicate that the Philippines 
is well in the path of the so-called “global waste trade.”

Pursuant to our Constitutional duty and intergenerational 
responsibility to protect and advance the right of the people to a 
balanced and healthful ecology, and considering our own trash woes, 
this bill proposes to ban the importation of trash even by recyclers of 
trash located in Special Economic Zones. By banning the importation of 
imported solid waste, we prevent the country from being a dumping site 
of more advanced economies.

It is worthy to note that China, fonnerly the top destination for 
recyclable trash, has banned the importation of solid wastes, with 
Thailand and Vietnam following suit. The China ban has left exporters










