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Introduced by Senator Antonio “Sonny" F. Trillanes IV

RESOLUTION
DIRECTING THE APPROPRIATE SENATE COMMITTEE lO  CONDUCI AN 
INQUIRY, IN AID OF LEGISLAHON, ON THE RECENT DATA BREACH IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS (DFA) IN\ OL\TNG THE AGENCY’S 
FORMERLY OUTSOURCED PASSPORT MAKER, W ITH THE END IN MEW OF 
ENSURING THAT H IE  GO\ ERNMENT CONTINUES TO UPHOLD THE 
PROTECTION OF ITS CITIZEN’S RIGHT TO DATA PRIVAC'i, AND TO ASSURE 
THE PUBLIC THAT SAID INCIDENT W ILL NOT POSE SERIOUS THREAT TO 
NATION AL SECURITY AND THAT ALL DATA W ILL BE RETRIFA ED 
COMPLETELY

WHEREAS, the Data Privacy Act of 2012 stipulates that:

“It is the policy of the State to protect the fundamental human right of privacy, of 
communication while ensuring free flow of information to promote innovation and 
growth. The State recognizes the vital role of information and communications 
technology in nation-building and its inherent obligation to ensure that personal 
information in information and communications systems in the government and in the 
private sector are secured and protected. "

WHEREAS, on 9 January 2019, in a series of Twitter exchanges. Department of Foreign 
Affairs (DFA) Secretary Teodoro Locsin, Jr., disclosed to the public that a former outsourced 
passport maker ran off with the all the data after its contract was tenninated.1 The revelation 
came after a netizen inquired about the need to present birth certificates for passport 
renewal.2 Locsin said they are rebuilding their files from scratch due to the data breach;3

WHEREAS, DFA Assistant Secretary Elmer Cato further explained that the agency no 
longer has the physical copy of the documents previously submitted during the first passport

1 Ramos, C.M. (12 January 2019). NPC to probe passport data loss caused by DFA contractor. Retrieved 
from https://new.sinfo.inquirer.net/1072388/npc-probe-of-passport-data-loss#ixzz5cTr3Tv8Y
2 Domingo, K. (12 January 2019). Locsin says 'pissed' contractor 'took all' passport data. Retrieved from 
https;//news.abs-cbn.com/news/01/12/19/locsin-says-pissed-contractor-took-all-passport-data
3 GMA. (12 January 2019). Former passport maker took all data when contract was terminated —Locsin. 
Retrieved from https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/news/nation/681153/former-passport-maker-took-all-data- 
when-contract-was-terminated-locsin/story/
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