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Introduced by Senator Aquilino “Koko” Pimentel III

AN ACT
PROHIBITING THE WITHHOLDING OF MUSLIM 

CADAVERS IN THE CUSTODY OF ANY HOSPITAL, MEDICAL 
CLINIC, FUNERAL PARLOR, MORGUE, OR SIMILAR 

FACILITIES ON GROUNDS OF NONPAYMENT OF HOSPITAL 
BILLS, MEDICAL EXPENSES, OR OTHER FEES, PROVIDING 

PENALTIES THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

This bill (1) seeks to prohibit the withholding of Muslim cadavers 
in the custody of any hospital, medical clinic, funeral parlor, morgue, or 
similar facilities on grounds of nonpayment of hospital bills, medical 
expenses, or other fees and (2) mandates their release within 24 hours 
from expiration or death.

In accordance with the dictates of Islam, Muslim burial rites are 
done as soon as possible after death and within a twenty-four period. 
This practice is rooted in the Muslim belief that the soul of the deceased 
is disturbed if its previous body is not laid to rest in the ground before 
the next call to prayer.

This bill, therefore, recognizes the right of our Muslim brothers 
and sisters to bury their dead in accordance with their religious custom 
and beliefs.








