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EXPLANATORY NOTE
Article XIII, Section i of the 1987 Philippine Constitution provides that ‘Ttjhe 

Congress shall give highest priority to the enactment of measures that protect and 
enhance the right of all the people to human dignity, reduce social, economic, and 
political inequalities, and remove cultural inequities by equitably diffusing wealth 
and political power for the common good.”

Given the various social, physical, and economic challenges that the Persons 
with Disabilities (PWD) sector face, policies on PWDs should be geared towards a 
rights-based approach to disability that provides a comprehensive understanding of 
disability; obligates the State to address the needs of PWDs by strengthening 
accountability; and upholds the full participation of the PWDs in society. These will 
entail the transformation of existing structures into systems that will be inclusive to 
PWDs.

Despite copious laws safeguarding the welfare of the PWDs, many still do not 
have access to basic needs such as healthcare, education, employment, and the 
proper interventions required of their disability. Relative to people without 
disabilities, the former can be more prone to economic deprivation because of three 
main reasons: First, PWDs have lower earning capacity. Second, expenses


























