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AN ACT
CONVERTING THE SIARGAO DISTRICT HOSPITAL IN  THE PROVINCE OF 
SURIGAO DEL NORTE INTO A LEVEL 3 GENERAL HOSPITAL TO BE KNOWN 
AS THE SIARGAO ISLAND MEDICAL CENTER, AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS 
THEREFOR

EXPLANATORY NOTE

TTie S ia rg a o  D is tr ic t  H o sp ita l, lo ca te d  in  th e  M u n ic ip a lity  o f  D apa  in  S u rig a o  d e l 
N o rte , w a s  m e a n t to  be  a Leve l 1 G enera l H o sp ita l w ith  a bed  c a p a c ity  o f  f i f t y  (5 0 ) .  
U n fo r tu n a te ly , th e  P ro v in c ia l G o v e rn m e n t o f  S u rig a o  de l N o rte  c a n n o t p ro v id e  
s u ff ic ie n t fu n d s  fo r  its  s ta ff,  fa c ilit ie s  a n d  e q u ip m e n t. T h u s , th e  h o s p ita l has, b e e n  
d o w n g ra d e d  to  an  in f irm a ry  w ith  an  e x is tin g  bed  c a p a c ity  o f  o n ly  th i r t y  (3 0 ) .  I t  o n ly  
has th re e  (3 )  re g u la r  d o c to rs . A nd  w h ile  i t  needs  th ir ty -s ix  (3 6 )  n u rse s , it  o n ly  h a s  
tw e n ty - th re e  (2 3 )  a t  th e  m o m e n t. T h e  h o s p ita l n e e d s  an  a u to m a te d  b lo o d  m a c h in e , 
h e m o -a n a ly s e r, e le c tro ly te  m a ch in e , an d  d e liv e ry  ta b le , a m o n g  o th e rs .

T h e  p o o r c o n d it io n  o f  th e  h o s p ita l has d e tr im e n ta l co n se q u e n ce s  fo r  th o s e  liv in g  
on  th e  is land s . S o m e tim e s , e m e rg e n c y  cases c a n n o t be  re s p o n d e d  to  a d e q u a te ly  and  
re s id e n ts  h a ve  to  g o  to  S u rig a o  C ity  fo r  p ro p e r t re a tm e n ts  T h e  p ro b le m  is c o m p o u n d e d  
b y  th e  rise  in to u r is ts  v is it in g  th e  is la n d s  e v e ry  y e a r so m e  o f  w h o m , m a y  a lso  ne e d  
m e d ica l a tte n t io n .

As S ia rg a o  Is la n d  is b e ing  p ro m o te d  as th e  s u r f in g  c a p ita l o f  th e  P h ilip p in e s  
and  o n e  o f  th e  c o u n try 's  p r im e  to u r is t  d e s tin a t io n , bas ic  se rv ice  p ro v id e d  to  its  
re s id e n ts , m o s t e sp e c ia lly , h e a lth  ca re , s h o u ld  a lso  im p ro v e . In  v ie w  o f  th e  fo re g o in g , 
th e  im m e d ia te  e n a c tm e n t o f  th is  m e a su re  is e a rn e s tly  s o u g h t.
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