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AN ACT
ALLOWING THE USE OF MOTORCYCLES AS PUBLIC UTILITY VEHICLES, 
AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NO. 4136 OR THE LAND 

TRANSPORTATION AND TRAFFIC CODE

EXPLANATORY NOTE

With the current lack o f available mass transportation, and given the severe 
traffic congestion in urban areas including Metro Manila, motorcycles have been an 
alternative mode of transportation. Motorcycles are preferred as they offer mobility, 
and are more affordable than other vehicles.

Advances and innovations in technology have transfonned the transportation 
landscape in the Philippines. Transportation Network Vehicle Service (TNVS) has been 
allowed by the Department of Transportation (DOTR) to operate in the country. 
However, TNVS which uses motorcycles to ferry passengers was banned due to a 55- 
year old which prohibits the use of motorcycles for hire. Commuters, therefore, have 
resorted to the informal and unregulated mode commonly known as "habal-habal".

Enacted in 1964, Republic Act No. 4136 or the Land Transportation and Traffic 
Code has to be amended to adapt with the need for alternative modes of 
transportation. Rather than banning and declaring motorcycle for hire as illegal, the 
State should regulate the use of such vehicles to make it a safe and sustainable option 
for commuting not only for the commuters, but also for the riders and pedestrians.

This proposed measure seeks to amend the Land Transportation and Traffic 
Code to allow the use of public utility motorcycles. This bill also empowers the DOTR 
to Issue necessary rules and regulations involving the operations of such vehicles while 
ensuring the safety of passengers. Recognizing the vital role o f an efficient and reliable 
transportation system, it is imperative that we acknowledge and regulate alternative 
modes of transportation.








