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Introduced by Senator Aqiiilino “Koko” Pimentel HI

AN ACT
REQUIRING THE USE OF PLAIN PACKAGING FOR ALL

TOBACCO PRODUCTS

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The health hazards associated with smoking are well-documented, 
well-established, and—in the last few decades—well-publicized. 
Around the world, almost all countries have adopted legislation to curb 
this dangerous practice and regulate the production and sale of tobacco. 
The Philippines has kept pace with other nations in this regard, enacting 
laws that regulate where people can smoke, how tobacco is advertised, 
and what health warnings must be displayed on cigarette packs.

Yet despite these developments, the Philippines has been tagged as 
the second-largest tobacco consumer in Southeast Asia.1 More troubling 
is the fact that a study by the World Health Organization (WHO) found 
that among Filipino students ages 13 to 15 years, 12% admitted to 
smoking cigarettes while 14.5% admitted to using other tobacco

1 Francis Earl Cueto, “PH second largest tobacco consumer,” The Manila T imes, February 
11, 2015, available at: http://www.manilatimes.net/ph-second-largest-tobacco-
consumer/162373/.
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