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Introduced by SENATOR LEILA M. DE LIMA

AN ACT
DECLARING JULY 12 OF EVERY YEAR AS A SPECIAL WORKING 
HOLIDAY IN THE ENTIRE COUNTRY TO COMMEMORATE THE 

HISTORIC DECISION OF THE PERMANENT COURT OF ARBITRATION 
(PCA) IN FAVOR OF PHILIPPINE SOVEREIGNTY 

OVER THE WEST PHILIPPINE SEA

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The South China Sea has been one of the most popular territorial waterways in 
the world with decades-long history of maritime dispute among seven (7) countries, 
including the Philippines and the People’s Republic of China.

One of the persistent issues over this disputed territory is China’s 
controversial "historical" claim, outlined by a 9-dash line covering almost 90 percent 
of the contested waters. The said line runs as far as 2,000km from the Chinese 
mainland to within a few hundred kilometers from territories of other claimant 
countries, such as the Philippines, Malaysia, and Vietnam. The People’s Republic of 
China maintains their stand that it owms any land or features contained within that 
line1.

China’s sabre-rattling in the disputed maritime territory aggravated the 
situation with reported harassments by Chinese patrol boats in 2011 and China’s 
take-over of Scarborough Shoal which forms part of the Philippines ’ Exclusive 

Economic Zone in 20122. Amid the heightening conflict, the Philippines has resorted

1 Zhen L. ( 1 2  July 2016) What' s China’ s ‘nineKlash line’ and why has it created so much tension in the South China Sea?. Retrieved 
from; https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy defence/article/19885%/whats-chinas-nine-dash-line-and-why-has-itK;reated-so
2 Business M inor ( 12 July 2016) Timeline: The China-PHL sea dispute, https://businessmirror.com.ph/2016/07/12/timeline-the-china-phl- 
sea-dispute/
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