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In tro d u c e d  by  SENATOR WIN T. GATCHALIAN

A RESOLUTION

DIRECTING THE APPROPRIATE SENATE COMMITTEE 

TO CONDUCT AN INQUIRY, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, ON THE 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NSTP LAW WITH THE END IN VIEW 

OF STRENGTHENING THE NATIONAL SERVICE TRAINING 

PROGRAM AND ITS RESERVE OFFICERS’ TRAINING 

CORPS (ROTC) COMPONENT

WHEREAS, p u rsu a n t to the  prim e duty  of the  governm ent to 

serve an d  protect the  people, Article II, Section 4 of the 1987 

C onstitu tion  provides th a t “the  governm ent m ay call u p o n  the  people 

to defend the  S tate, an d  in fulfillm ent thereof, all citizens m ay be 

requ ired  u n d e r conditions provided by law to ren d er personal m ilitary 

or civil service”;

WHEREAS, On J u n e  27, 1991, Republic Act No. 7077 w as 

enacted  for the  purpose of the  developm ent, adm in istra tion  and  

utilization of the  citizen arm ed force, alternately  referred to as the  

Reserve Force, to provide the  base for the expansion  of the Armed 

Forces of the  Philippines in the  event of war, invasion or rebellion; to 

a ss is t in  relief an d  rescue during  d isas te rs  or calam ities; to a ss is t in 

socio economic developm ent; an d  to a ss is t in the  operation and
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m ain tenance  of essen tial governm ent or private u tilities in the 

fu rtherance  of overall m ission ;1

WHEREAS, Republic Act No. 7077 is explicit th a t m ilitary 

tra in ing  for s tu d en ts  enrolled in colleges, un iversities and  sim ilar 

in s titu tio n s  of learning is m andatory2 an d  as such , ROTC u n its  

shou ld  be estab lished  and  m ain ta ined  in th ese  in s titu tio n s  for the  

purpose of producing en listed  an d  officer reserv ists .3

WHEREAS, during  its com pulsory im plem entation, the ROTC 

program  w as shaken  by allegations of corruption  and  abuses, 

prom pting various groups to call for its abolition, particu larly  after the  

death  of M ark C hua in 2001 following h is expose’ of the  alleged 

irregularities in  the ROTC u n it of h is university;

WHEREAS, On J a n u a ry  23, 2002, Republic Act No. 9163 w as 

subsequen tly  enacted, recognizing the  y o u th ’s vital role in n a tio n 

building by prom oting civic consciousness an d  defense p reparedness 

by offering and  institu tionalizing  National Service Training Program 

(“NSTP”) in higher an d  technical-vocational educational institu tions;

WHEREAS, w ith the  passage of the  aforesaid law, NSTP becam e 

a  requisite  for g raduation  an d  p a rt of the cu rricu la  of all 

bacca lau rea te  degree courses an d  of a t le as t two (2) years technical- 

vocational courses, w ith th ree  (3) service com ponents, namely: 1) The 

Reserve Officers’ Training Corps, 2) The Literacy Training Service and  

3) The Civil Welfare Training Service;

WHEREAS, th e  NSTP law su sp en d ed  the  m andato iy  

im plem entation of the  ROTC program  in  tertia ry  level an d  m ade it a

1 Section 7, R.A. No 7077.
2 Section 38, R.A. No. 7077.
3 Section 39, R.A. No. 7077.



m ere “optional” com ponent in the  NSTP courses of colleges and  

universities;

WHEREAS, the  im plem entation of NSTP Law in 2002 led to the 

d rastic  reduction  of enro llm ent in  the  ROTC program  from 314,225 in 

SY 2000-2001 to 170,071 in SY 2002-2003, down to 106,892 in SY 

2004-2005 ,4 effectively creating  serious repercussions on the  AFP 

Reserve Force;

WHEREAS, while the  existing NSTP c lasses s tir u p  the  civic 

consciousness of ou r s tu d en ts , these  do no t fully a tta in  the  objective 

of developing m ilitary an d  defense p reparedness am ong ou r you th  

especially in light of non-trad itional th re a ts  b rough t ab o u t by n a tu ra l 

d isas te rs  an d  clim ate change, as  well a s  th re a ts  again st o u r na tional 

security;

WHEREAS, the  s ta te  of the  ROTC program  today show s th a t it 

is challenged in m any fron ts -  prim arily issues no t on w aning 

enrollm ent b u t in a  lack of ROTC g rad u a tes  volunteering for the 

Ready Reserve, issu es  on leadersh ip  an d  diverse policies on 

designation of com m andan ts  in the ROTC u n its , the  lack of 

m anpow er, logistics an d  funding, the lack  of adequate  tra in ing  

facilities; issu es  on the  Program  of Instruction  which is no t congruent 

w ith the  warfighting and  nation-build ing  m ission of the  Reserve Force 

to w hich the  ROTC plays a  vital role in producing  the  reserv ists  it 

needs, a s  well as  no t fitting it to the  generation of s tu d en ts  today;5

WHEREAS, a  com prehensive review of the  NSTP law, 

particu larly  its ROTC com ponent is necessary  to m easu re  its 

effectiveness an d  in troduce appropria te  legislative m easu res  or

4 Data from the Manpower Development and Administration Division, 0J9.
5 "The Challenge of the ROTC: Transforming Towards an Adaptive and 
Responsive Program to Meet the Demand of the Evolving Security Environment" 
by General Rolando Rodil.



am endm en ts  in  the  existing law w ith the  goal of streng then ing  the 

cou n try ’s Reserve Force;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the  Senate of the 

Philippines, to d irect the  appropria te  Senate Com m ittee to conduct an  

inquiry, in aid of legislation, on the  im plem entation of the  NSTP law 

with the  end  in view of streng then ing  the  national service tra in ing  

program  and  its ROTC com ponent.

Adopted,

T. GATCHALIAN


