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EXPLANATORY NOTE

The 1987 C onstitu tion  p rovides th a t " the  State shall protect and  prom ote the right 
of all citizens to quality  education  a t all levels and  shall take app ro p ria te  steps to m ake 
such education  accessible to all." In prom oting  quality  education, the educators are a t the 
front and  center. H ence the M agna C arta for Public School Teachers, w hich  aim s to 
"p rom ote  and  im prove the social and  econom ic status of public school teachers, their 
living and  w ork ing  conditions, their term s of em ploym ent and  career prospects in o rder 
tha t they m ay com pare favorably w ith  existing o pportun ities in o ther w alks of life, a ttract 
and  retain  in the teaching profession m ore people w ith  the p roper qualifications, it being 
recognized tha t advance in education  depends on the qualifications and  ability of the 
teaching staff and that education  is an essential factor in the econom ic grow th  of the 
nation  as a p roductive investm ent of vital im portance," w as enacted.

At the core of the M agna C arta for Public School Teachers is the prom otion  and  
im provem ent of the social and  econom ic status of public school teachers. Therefore, 
constant d iscussions on the righ t level of teachers' salary are very im portan t. Also, 
em pirical stud ies po in t to the im portance of salaries an d  w ork ing  conditions to teachers' 
sense of pride. A ccording to a s tudy  conducted  by the Education In ternational Research 
Institu te  (2015), "salaries and  w ork ing  conditions w ere tw o of the m ost crucial factors 
found  to be strongly  linked to teachers' occupational status an d  personal self-esteem ."

Thus, this m easure  seeks to fu rther prom ote the w elfare and  econom ic w ell-being 
of public school teachers by giving them  additional su p p o rt and  com pensation. A version 
of this m easure  w as filed by Senator A quino in the 17lh Congress.

In view  of the foregoing, the im m ediate passage of this bill is earnestly  sought.
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AN ACT

PR O V ID IN G  FOR A D D IT IO N A L  SU PPO R T A N D  C O M PEN SA TIO N  FOR 
ED U CA TO RS IN  BASIC ED U C A TIO N

Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the Plnlippines in Congress 
assembled:

1 SECTIO N  1. Title. -  This Act shall be know n as the "Basic Education Teachers Pay

2 Increase Act."
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SEC. 2. D ecla ra tion  o f Policy. -  It is hereby declared the policy of the State to 

p rom ote the w elfare and  econom ic w ell-being of public school teachers and  personnel in 

basic education.

SEC. 3. D efin ition  o f Terms. -  As used in this Act, the follow ing term s shall mean;

a) Basic Education -  early childhood, elem entary, secondary , alternative learning 

system  (ALS), and  education  for those w ith  special needs;

b) Locally-Funded Teacher -  a public school teacher w ho  is h ired  and  paid  for, 

fully or partially , by a local governm ent u n it o r any  o ther local entity  in 

accordance w ith  the rules and  regulations issued by the D epartm ent of 

Education (DepEd);

c) Non-Teaching Personnel -  officials an d  em ployees of the D epartm ent of 

E ducation  (DepEd) w ho  are no t defined  herein  as public school teachers; and

d) Public School Teacher -  a person  engaged in: actual classroom  teaching in 

public basic education; teaching in a lternative learn ing  system  (ALS);
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teaching an d  non-teaching em ploym ent w ith  the P hilippine Science H igh 

School System; and  school-based supervisory , m anagerial, adm inistrative, 

a n d /o r  technical functions in public basic education.

SEC. 4. Beneficiaries. -  The add itional su p p o rt and  com pensation  p rov ided  for in 

this Act shall cover the following: public school teachers, locally-funded teachers, 

Philippine Science H igh School System  teaching an d  non-teaching personnel, and  non­

teaching personnel of the D epEd, excluding those occupying positions from  salary g rade

8 level 30, u n d e r the D epEd schedule of salaries, a n d /o r  A ssistant Secretary upw ards.

9 SEC. 5. A d d itio n a l Cotnpensation. -  An am oun t of Ten T housand  Pesos (Php

10 10,000.00) per m onth  shall be g ran ted  to those m entioned  in Section 4 of th is Act as

11 add itional com pensation  to their existing salary and  benefits. Provided, That said am ount

12 shall be paid  in three (3) tranches, as follows:

First Year -  Php 4,000.00 per m onth;

Second Year -  an add itional Php 3,000.00 per m onth;

Third Year -  ano ther additional Php 3,000.00 per m onth

Provided, farther. T hat in the succeeding years, the said su p p o rt com pensation shall

17 be continuously  p a id  in full to the beneficiaries. Provided, furthermore, That said  additional

18 com pensation  shall be considered  as p art of the basic salary for the pu rpose  of com puting

19 retirem ent pays and  bonuses tha t the beneficiaries un d er this Act are entitled  to. Provided,

20 finnlhj. That the su p p o rt g ran ted  u n d er this Act shall be w ith o u t prejudice to fu tu re

21 increases in the basic pay of the herein  beneficiaries.

SEC. 6. A d d itio tia l Support. -  The follow ing add itional su p p o rt is hereby
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a) Support in the form of alloumnces and other remuneration funded from local school 

board funds. -  A ny law , executive issuances, d ep artm en t order, local 

ordinance, an d  the like, to the con trary  no tw ithstand ing , the Local School 

Boards, as defined  in the 1991 Local G overnm ent Code, are hereby
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au tho rized  to au gm en t the existing allow ances of herein  beneficiaries to be 

sourced  from  the Special Education F und (SEF): Provided, That the 

im plem entation  of this au thority  shall no t in any w ay prejudice the requ ired  

budgetary  allocation to address the school bu ild ing  an d  classroom  shortage 

in the area.

b) Medical Allowance. -  The herein beneficiaries shall receive an  allow ance for 

m edical check-up in the am o u n t of O ne T housand Pesos (Php 1,000.00) per 

year.

c) M agna Carta Bonus. -  The D epEd is hereby au tho rized  to g ran t an annual 

M agna C arta Bonus to public school teachers and  non-teaching personnel of 

the D epEd. The m axim um  am o u n t of the M agna C arta Bonus shall be 

equ ivalen t to the en titlem ent a teacher o r a non-teaching personnel shou ld  

have received u n d e r Republic Act No. 4670 b u t w hich has n o t been realized 

in a given b u d g e t year. C ongress shall app ro p ria te  the fund ing  for this bonus 

u p o n  the recom m endation  of the DepEd.

SEC. 7. A ppropria tions. -  The am oun t necessary to carry  o u t the initial

17 im plem entation  of this Act shall be sourced from  the cu rren t b u d g e t of the DepEd.

18 Thereafter, such sum  as m ay be necessary for the con tinued  im plem entation  of this Act

19 shall be in the annual G eneral A ppropriations Act (GAA).

20 SEC 8. T ransito ry  Provision. -  N o tw ithstand ing  Section 3 (b) of this Act, all locally-

21 fu n d ed  teachers shall enjoy benefits herein  granted: Proinded, T hat w ith in  three (3) years

22 from  the approval of this Act, locally-funded teachers w ho fail to com ply w ith  said

23 Section 3 (b) shall cease to be covered by this Act.

24 SEC 9. Im plem enting Rules an d  R egulations. -  W ithin sixty (60) days from  the

25 effectivity of tlris Act ,the D epEd shall p rom ulgate  the necessary ru les and  regulations for

26 the effective im plem entation  of this Act.



1 SEC. 10. S eparab ility  Clause. -  If any provision of this Act is declared  invalid  or

2 unconstitu tional, the o ther provisions not affected by such declaration shall rem ain  in full

3 force and  effect.

4 SEC. 11. R epealing Clause. -  All law s, executive orders, adm in istra tive  orders, and

5 ru les an d  regulations inconsistent w ith  this Act are hereby repealed  or am ended

6 accordingly.

7 SEC. 12. E ffectivity  Clause. -  This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days after its

8 com plete publication in the Official Gazette or in tw o (2) new spapers of general circulation.

Approved,


