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AN ACT
BANNING THE USE OF FIRECRACKERS

EXCEPT IN DESIGNATED AREAS DONE BY PROFESSIONALS

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Section 5, Article II of the Philippine C onstitu tion  provides:

"The m aintenance o f peace  an d ' order, the 
protection o f  life, liberty, an d  property, an d  promotion o f 
the general welfare a re  essen tia l fo r  the enjoym ent by 
all the people o f the blessings o f democracy."

On J u n e  20, 2017, President Rodrigo Roa D uterete issued  Executive 

O rder No. 28 th a t regu la tes and  controls the use of firecrackers and  o ther 

pyrotechnic devices in the country . This is due to the su b s tan tia l n u m b er of 

firecracker related  in juries and  casua lties recorded every year. By reason  of 

the  aforesaid pr'esidential issuance, ther'e h a s  been an  80%  drop a s  

com pared  w ith the 5-year average in firecr'acker-related in ju ries nationw ide 

in J a n u a ry  2019. Mor'eover, there w as a  68%  decline in the n u m b er of 

firew orks-related inciden ts from D ecem ber 21, 2018 to J a n u a ry  1, 2019 

com pared  to the sam e period in the previous year.

Due to the  unden iab le  success in the im plem entation of EO 28, series 

of 2017, it is b u t appropria te  to institu tionalize it an d  malce it in effect 

th rough  legislative enac tm en t.



In view of the foregoing, the passage of th is  bill is earnestly  

recom m ended.

VICENTE C. SOTTO III
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In tro d u c e d  by  SENATOR VICENTE C. SOTTO III

AN ACT
BANNING THE USE OF FIRECRACKERS 

EXCEPT IN DESIGNATED AREAS DONE BY PROFESSIONALS

Be it enacted  by the Senate an d  the House o f  R epresentatives o f  the 
Philippines in Congress assem bled:

1 SECTION 1. S h o r t  T i t l e . T h i s  Act shall be know n a s  the  "The
2 F irecracker Ban Act".
3 SECTION 2. D e c la ra tio n  o f  P o licy . - Section 5, Article II of the
4 Philippine C onstitu tion  provides:
5 "The m aintenance o f p eace  an d  order, the protection o f
6 life, liberty, an d  property, an d  promotion o f  the general
7 w elfare are  essen tia l fo r  the enjoyment by all the people
8 o f  the b lessings o f democracy."
9 SECTION 3. P ro h ib itio n  on  th e  u s e  o f  F ire c ra c k e rs . - The use

10 of firecrackers a n d /o r  pyrotechnic devices, in any place, and  regard less

11 of any  occasion is strictly  prohibited except in cases provided by th is  act.

12 SECTION 4. E x c e p tio n  o n  th e  u s e  o f  F ire c ra c k e rs .  - The u se  of

13 firecrackers a n d /  or pyrotechnic devices m ay only be allowed in a re a s

14 specifically designated  and  authorized by the head of the  local

15 governm ent un it and  shall be done only by professionals who are

16 technically  equipped w ith skills and  knowledge on the use  of firecrackers.

17 SECTION 5. P e n a lt ie s . - Any person who violates Section 3 of th is

18 Act shall be pun ished  by a  fine of not less th an  Ten T housand  Pesos

19 (P 10,000.00) nor m ore th an  Fifty T housand  Pesos (P 50,000.00), or



1 im prisonm ent of no t less th an  six (6) m on ths nor m ore th an  one (1) year,

2 or both su ch  fine and  im prisonm ent, a t the discretion of the court.

3 SECTION 6. Im p le m e n tin g  R u les  a n d  R e g u la tio n s . - The

4 Secretary  of In terior and  Local G overnm ent shall prom ulgate the ru les

5 and  regu la tions to im plem ent th is Act w ithin sixty (60) days from its
6 effectivity.

7 SECTION 7. S e p a ra b i l i ty  C lause . - If any provision of th is  Act is

8 declared invalid or unconstitu tiona l, o ther provisions hereof w hich are

9 no t affected thereby shall con tinue to be in full force and  effect.

10 SECTION 8. R e p e a lin g  C lause . - Any law, p residen tia l decree or

11 issuance , executive order, letter of instruction , adm in istrative  order, rule

12 or regulation  con trary  to or inconsisten t w ith any provision of th is  Act a s

13 hereby am ended  or modified accordingly.

14 SECTION 9. E ffe c tiv ity  C lau se , - This Act shall tal<e fifteen (15)

15 days following its publication  in the Official Gazette or in a t least two (2)

16 new spaper of general circulation.

Approved,


