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INTRODUCED BY SENATOR VICENTE C. SOTTO HI

AN ACT
ESTABLISHING AN ARBORETUM WITHIN TH E PR EM ISES O F TH E 
COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES O FFIC E 

(CENRO) IN BARANGAY POBLACION, MUNICIPALITY O F KOLAMBUGAN, 
LANAO DEL NORTE TO BE KNOWN AS TH E KOLAMBUGAN

ARBORETUM
AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS TH EREFO R 

EXPLANATORY NOTE

In  a  survey co n d u cted  in  2018 , th e  Philippines ran k ed  th ird  am o n g  four 
c o u n trie s  in  th e  world a s  m o st vu ln erab le  to clim ate  c h an g e 1. Ind ia  is  a t  th e  top 
of the  list, while P ak is tan  an d  B ang ladesh  ran k ed  second a n d  fo u rth , 
respectively. Indeed , it  h a s  w orsened  th e  n a tu ra l  ca lam ities  th a t  s trik e  o u r 
co u n try  th e se  days. F req u en t flooding, soil erosion , a n d  lan d slid es  re su lted  in  a  
tre m e n d o u s  lo ss  in  te rm s  of p roperty , livelihood, a n d  m ost of aU -  lives.

T h rea ts  posed  by clim ate  ch an g e  are  serious. A way to a d d re s s  a n d  
m itigate  its  h a rm fu l effects is  to p la n t m ore trees. T rees serve a s  o u r  first line  of 
defense in  tim es of d isa s te rs . However, one of th e  c ru c ia l fac to rs to co n sid e r is 
th e  rig h t species th a t a re  na tive  to a n d  can  thrive in  th e  in ten d ed  p lan tin g  site. 
Only by doing so, can  we fully enjoy its  benefits. O therw ise, all efforts sh a ll be 
futile.

C o n sis ten t w ith  th e  C o n stitu tio n a l m a n d a te  to  p ro tec t a n d  ad v an ce  the  
rig h t of th e  people to  a  b a lan ced  a n d  h ea lth fu l ecology2, th is  leg islation  seek s  to 
e s tab lish  a n  a rb o re tu m  w ith in  th e  p rem ises  of the  C om m unity  E n v iro n m en t 
a n d  N atu ra l R esources Office (CENRO) in  B arangay  Poblacion, M unicipality  of 
K olam bugan, Lanao del N orte to be know n a s  th e  K olam bugan A rbore tum . An 
a rb o re tu m  is  a n  a re a  devoted to  specim en  p lan tin g  a n d  cu ltiva tion  of woody

1 https: /  /  www.philstar.com/headlines /2018/03/21/1798866/climate-change- 
vulnerability- philippines-ranks-3rdr>wpisrc=nl_todayworld&wpmm= 1
2 Section 16, Article 11, 1987 Philippine Constitution

http://www.philstar.com/headlines


p la n ts  w hich  a re  e ith e r tre e s  o r s h ru b s  for ecological, re sea rc h , ed u ca tio n a l, 
a n d  rec rea tio n a l p u rp o se s .

The K olam bugan  A rboretum  sh a ll serve a s  a n  o u td o o r labo ra to ry  for 
scientific s tu d ie s  by th e  faculty , a n d  s tu d e n ts  in  dendrology, phenology, 
forestry , bo tany , env iro n m en ta l s tu d ie s , a n d  o th e r re la ted  fields of s tu d y . 
F u rth e rm o re , it  sh a ll be  a  sa n c tu a ry  for endem ic tree  sp>ecies in  th e  p a rtic u la r  
region of th e  Philippines.

T h u s, th e  p assag e  of th is  bill is  e a rn es tly  sough t.

CENTE C. SOTTO III
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INTRODUCED BY SENATOR VICENTE C. SOTTO HI

AN ACT
ESTABLISHING AN ARBORETUM IN TH E PR EM ISES O F TH E COMMUNITY 

ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES O FFIC E IN THE 
MUNICIPALITY O F KOLAMBUGAN, LANAO DEL NORTE TO BE KNOWN AS 

TH E KOLAMBUGAN ARBORETUM AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS
TH EREFO R

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives o f  the Philippines 
in Congress assembled:

1 SECTION 1. A rb o re tu m  E s ta b l is h m e n t .  — T here sh a ll be  a n

2 e s ta b lish m e n t of a n  a rb o re tu m  w ith in  th e  p rem ises  of th e  C om m unity

3 E nv ironm en t a n d  N atu ra l R esources Office in  th e  M unicipality  of K olam bugan,

4 Lanao del Norte to  be know n a s  th e  K olam bugan A rboretum .

5 For p u rp o se s  of th is  Act, a rb o re tu m  refers to  a  reserved  a re a  w hich  is

6 essen tia lly  for a  well-grow n a n d  rep resen ta tiv e  collection of tre e s  o r s h ru b s

7 species p lan ted  a n d  m a in ta in ed  for th e  p u rp o se  of reference, scientific s tu d ie s

8 a n d  a s  a  co n ven ien t sou rce  of seed  a n d  h e rb a riu m  m ateria ls .

9 SECTION. 2 . O b jectives. -  The K olam bugan A rboretum  shall have th e

10 following objectives:

11 a) To provide a n  o u td o o r labo ra to ry  for facu lty  a n d  s tu d e n ts  of n earb y

12 schoo ls th a t  will a id  in  th e  s tu d y  of dendrology, phenology, forestry ,

13 bo tany , a n d  o th e r re la ted  fields of env iro n m en ta l science

14 b) To p reserve  a n d  conserve th e  genetic  re so u rce s  of tre e s  a n d  sh ru b s , a n d

15 re u se  a s  a  m odel for env ironm enta lly  so u n d  lan d scap e  m anagem en t;



1 c) To p ro p ag a te  th e  b e s t species of woody p la n ts  a n d  in tro d u ce  new  species

2 th a t  c a n  th rive  in  th e  locality;
3 d) To provide a  h ea lth y  a n d  conducive sp ace  for recrea tion , ap p rec ia tio n  of

4 n a tu re , a n d  e n h an c e  th e  env iro n m en ta l co n sc io u sn ess  of th e  com m unity ;

5 e) To serve a s  a  h a b ita t  for a  variety  of a m p h ib ian s , rep tiles, b ird s , sm all

6 m am m als, a n d  o th e r  wildlife in  th e  a rea .

7 SECTION 3 . L a y o u t a n d  D esign . The lay o u t a n d  design  of th e

8 a rb o re tu m  sh o u ld  satisfy  its  objectives a n d  sh o u ld  conform  to  th e  following:

9 a) The tre e s  sh o u ld  be  p lan ted  in  row s following th e  co n to u r of th e  lan d

10 a rea ;
11 b) At le a s t five rep lica tes  of each  spec ies  sh o u ld  be p lan ted  to e n su re  th e

12 co n serv a tio n  a n d  p reserv a tio n  of th e  species;
13 c) E ach  tree  species sho u ld  be n u m b ered , labelled  a n d  tagged w ith  scientific

14 n am e, com m on o r local nam e, d a te  a n d  p lace  of collection. In  c ase  of

15 m ortality , th e  species sho u ld  be rep lan ted  w ith  th e  ap p ro p ria te  species.

16 SBICTION 4 . P la n t in g .  To e n su re  th e  grow th of th e  species to be p lan ted :

17 a) The sp ec ies  to be p la n te d  sho u ld  be of h igh  quality  m ate ria ls . They sh o u ld

Ig be p roperly  de term in ed  a t  le a s t (12) m o n th s  p rio r to p lan tin g  in

19 co n su lta tio n  w ith  th e  n e a re s t office of th e  DENR;

20 b) P roper site p rep a ra tio n  sh o u ld  be  done  p rio r to  p lan ting . T his in c lu d es

21 b ru s h in g /s la sh in g , stak ing , digging of hole, plow ing a n d /o r  cu ltivation .

22 G ra sse s  a n d  o th e r com peting  vegetation  w ith in  a t  le a s t one m e te r ra d iu s

23 a ro u n d  each  sp o t m u s t be cleared;

24 c) P lan tin g  sh o u ld  be done a t  th e  o n se t of th e  ra in y  seaso n .

25
26 SECTION 5 . M a n a g e m e n t a n d  S u p e rv is io n . -  The A rboretum  sh a ll be

27 u n d e r  th e  overall m an ag em en t a n d  sup erv isio n  of th e  D ep artm en t of

28 E n v iro n m en t of N a tu ra l R esources (DENR). The DENR S ecre tary  shall ap p o in t a

29 S u p e rin ten d e n t of th e  A rboretum  w ho, to g e th er w ith  a  staff w ho sh o u ld  be  a

30 rep resen ta tiv e  from  th e  na tiv es  in  th e  a rea , sh a ll e n su re  th e  p ro p e r

31 m a n ag em en t of th e  A rboretum .



1 SECTION 6 . O v e rs ig h t C o m m ittee . -  An O versigh t C om m ittee is  hereb y

2 c rea ted  to  oversee a n d  m on ito r th e  developm ent a n d  o p era tio n  of th e  a rb o re tu m

3 com posed  of th e  following:

4 1) The DENR S ecre tary  o r h is  d u ly  d esig n a ted  rep resen ta tiv e  a s
5 C hairperson ;

6 2) The Provincial G overnor o f th e  Province of Lanao del Norte o r  h is

7 rep resen ta tiv e  a s  co -C hairperson ;

8 3) The M ayor of th e  M unicipality  o f K olam bugan, Lanao del Norte, a s

9 V ice-C hairperson;

10 4) The P res id en t of th e  League of M unicipal M ayors of Lanao del N orte or

11 th e  V ice-President th e reo f if th e  M ayor of K olam bugan is th e  P residen t o f th e

12 League, a s  m em ber;

13 5) O ne (1) m em ber to  be  ap p o in ted  by th e  DENR S ecre tary  from  am o n g

14 th re e  (3) nom inees a s  recom m ended  by th e  Provincial G overnor.

15

16

17

18

19

20 

21

SECTION 7 . D o n a tio n s . The A rboretum  m ay accep t d o n a tio n s  from  

governm ent ag enc ies o r u n its  a n d  from  private  en titie s , b o th  local a n d  foreign.

SE^CTION 8 . A p p ro p r ia t io n s . -  The a m o u n t n ecessa ry  to  im p lem en t 

in itia lly  th e  p rov isions of th is  Act sh a ll be ta k en  from  the  available sav ings of 

th e  DENR. S u ch  su m s  a s  m ay be n ecessa ry  for th e  co n tin u ed  o pera tion  of th e  

a rb o re tu m  sh a ll be  inc luded  in  th e  a n n u a l  G enera l A ppropria tions Act.

22 SEICTION 9 . S e p a r a b i l i ty  C la u se . -  In  case  an y  provision of th is  A ct

23 is  decla red  invalid  o r u n c o n stitu tio n a l, su c h  d ec la ra tio n  shall have no  effect

24 in  th e  validity o r co n stitu tio n a lity  o f th e  rem ain in g  prov isions hereof.

25

26 

27

SECTION 10 . R e p e a lin g  C la u se . -  All law s, decrees, ru le s  a n d  

reg u la tio n s  in c o n sis te n t w ith  th e  p rov isions of th is  Act a re  hereb y  repealed  

o r am en d ed  accordingly.



1 SECTION 11 . E ffe c tiv ity . -  T h is Act sh a ll ta k e  effect fifteen (15) days

2 a fte r its  pu b lica tio n  in  th e  Official G azette  o r  in  a  newspap>er of general

3 c ircu lation .

4
5 Approved,


