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AN ACT
PROM OTING ENVIRONMENTAL CONSCIOUSNESS THROUGH EDUCATION 

AND CIVIC ENGAGEMENT IN O RDER TO INCREASE SOCIAL
RESPONSIBILITY AMONG TH E YOUTH, APPROPRIATING FUNDS 

TH ER EFO R  AND FO R  O TH ER PU RPO SES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

D eforesta tion , freq u en t flooding, soil erosion , lan d slid es , a n d  po llu tion  
a re  env iro n m en ta l is su e s  in  th e  co u n try  th a t  have  b een  p e rs is tin g  for 
d ecad es  a n d  p a sse d  on  to  m an y  g en era tions. T he c o n s ta n t challenge to th is  
day  is  a rriv ing  a t  feasib le a n d  long-term  so lu tio n s  in  ad d re ss in g  th e ir  
w orsen ing  effects.

In h a rm o n y  w ith  th e  C o n stitu tio n a l m an d a te  to p ro tec t a n d  advance  th e  
r ig h t of th e  people to a  b a lan ced  a n d  h ea lth fu l ecology, th is  leg islation  seek s  to 
provide a  holistic  a p p ro ach  th a t  a im s to b rin g  a b o u t a n  ev en tu a l su s ta in a b le  
so lu tion . F irst a n d  forem ost, env ironm en ta l co n sc io u sn ess  a n d  literacy  need  
re in forcem ent. G roundw ork  beg ins in  schools. E n v ironm en ta l ed u ca tio n  m u s t 
have a s  m u ch  w eight a s  any  o th e r su b jec ts  inc luded  in every s tu d e n t’s 
cu rricu lu m  a s  it will lay th e  fo u n d a tio n  an d  n ecessarily  com plem ent th e  ex isting  
positive efforts im plem ented  over the  y ears. As s tew ard s  of succeed ing  
g en era tio n s , it is  e ssen tia l to develop am ong  th e  y o u th  a  deeper u n d e rs ta n d in g  
of th e  env iro n m en ta l is su e s  confron ting  u s  to effectively engage th em  today  a n d  
en ab le  th em  to tak e  inform ed ac tion  in  th e  fu tu re .

A no ther objective of th is  bill is  to s tre n g th e n  th e  sen se  of social 
responsib ility  a n d  p ro ac tiv en ess  am ong  Filipino y o u th . Tow ard th is  end , schools 
a n d  colleges m u s t e s ta b lish  tree-seed ling  n u rse r ie s  o r “P u n la a n ” w ith in  th e ir  
p rem ises . It sh a ll serve a s  a  p lace w here s tu d e n ts  from  g rade  levels 1-11 a n d  
th o se  enro lled  in  th e  N ational Service T rain ing  Program  (NSTP) c la ss  c a n  p la n t 
seed lings of na tive  tree  spec ies  a n d  m on ito r its  grow th untU  su c h  tim e it 
becom es su itab le  for p e rm a n e n t p lan ting . T hese, th e n , will be p lan ted  by the



g ra d u a tin g  s tu d e n ts  in  specific a re a s , w h ich  will be  recom m ended  by th e  local 
governm ent a n d  th e  D ep artm en t of E n v iro n m en t a n d  N atu ra l R esources 
(DENR).

F u rth e rm o re , th is  leg islation  a im s  to  w ork in  h a rm o n y  w ith  a n d  e n su re  
th e  im p lem en ta tio n  of ex isting  env iro n m en ta l law s su c h  a s  b u t  n o t lim ited  to 
R epublic Act No. 10176, o therw ise  know n a s  th e  “A rbor Day Act of 2 0 1 2 .” It 
a lso  seek s  to  enco u rag e  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  th e  g reen ing  in itia tives of the  
governm ent, p riva te  sec to r, a n d  civil society o rgan iza tions in  th e  co u n try  
b e ca u se  it is  by com bin ing  o u r  efforts th a t  we c an  achieve m ore.

T h u s, th e  p a ssag e  of th is  bill is  e a rn es tly  sough t.

;nte cJ sotto m
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AN ACT
PROM OTING ENVIRONMENTAL CONSCIOUSNESS THROUGH EDUCATION 

AND CIVIC ENGAGEMENT IN O RDER TO INCREASE SOCIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY AMONG TH E YOUTH, APPROPRIATING FUNDS 

TH ER EFO R  AND FO R  O TH ER PU RPO SES

Be it enacted  by the Senate an d  H ouse of R epresentatives o f the Philippines 
in Congress assem bled:

1 SECTION 1. S h o r t  T itle . -  T his Act sh a ll be know n a s  the

2 “Environmental Responsibility Act”.

3 SECTION 2 . S ta te m e n t  o f  P o licy . -  It is  th e  policy of th e  S ta te  to  a d o p t

4 su s ta in a b le  m e a su re s  th a t  will p ro tec t a n d  advance  th e  rig h t of th e  people to  a

5 b a lan ced  a n d  h ea lth fu l ecology. It a lso  recognizes th e  v ital role of Filipino y o u th

6 in  th is  end eav o r a s  s tew ard s  of n a tu re  for fu tu re  g en era tio n s . T hu s, ed u ca tio n a l

7 in s titu tio n s  a re  m a n d a ted  to  in tensify  a n d  e n su re  th e  in teg ra tio n  of

8 env iro n m en ta l ed u ca tio n  in  th e  cu rricu lu m  th ey  im plem ent. A w areness,

9 coup led  w ith  a c tu a l en g ag em en t in  g reen ing  activ ities, is  th e  m o s t effective

10 m e a n s  to  sh ap e  a n d  in g ra in  in  y oung  m in d s  a  s tro n g e r sen se  of social

11 responsib ility  a n d  p roac tiveness.

12 SECTION 3 . I n te g r a t io n  o f  E n v iro n m e n ta l  E d u c a t io n  in  th e

13 C u rr ic u lu m  o f  A ll S tu d e n ts  F ro m  E le m e n ta ry  to  C o llege  Level. -

14 E n v ironm en ta l s tu d ie s  sh a ll form  p a r t  of th e  reg u la r Science cu rricu lu m  for



1 s tu d e n ts  from  e lem en ta ry  to  h ig h  school level w hile it  sh a ll be in co rp o ra ted  in

2 th e  N ational Service T rain ing  Program  (NSTP) of s tu d e n ts  in  college level.

3 SECTION 4 . E s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  T re e -se e d lin g  N u rse ry . -  All schools

4 a n d  colleges sh a ll e s ta b lish  a  seedling  n u rse ry  h e re in to  referred  a s  uP u n la a n n.

5 It will be a  p lace w here tree  seed lings of na tive  spec ies  sh a ll be grow n u n til su c h

6 tim e it  becom es ready  for p e rm a n e n t p lan ting .

7 SECTION 5 . P la n t in g  o f  S e e d lin g s  by G ra d e s  1-11 a n d  C o llege

8 S tu d e n ts^  -  E ach  s tu d e n t  from  g rade  levels 1-11 a n d  college s tu d e n ts  th a t  a re

9 tak in g  u p  National Service Training Program (NSTP) sh a ll be req u ired  to p la n t

10 a n d  e n su re  th e  grow th of a t  le a s t two (2) tree-seed lings p e r y ear in  the

11 e s tab lish ed  seed ling  n u rse ry  of th e ir  school o r college.

12 SECTION 8 . T re e -p la n tin g  a s  a  M a n d a to ry  R e q u ire m e n t f o r

13 G ra d u a t io n .  -  All g ra d u a tin g  s tu d e n ts  from  e lem en tary , h igh  school a n d

14 college sh a ll be req u ired  to  p la n t a t  le a s t ten  (10) trees  a s  a  m an d a to ry

15 req u irem en t for th e ir  g rad u a tio n . For th is  activity , th ey  sh a ll u tilize tree-

16 seed lings from  th e  “P un laan” w hich  a re  read y  for p e rm a n e n t p lan ting . In case

17 th e  n u m b e r of tree-seed ling  availab le  a t  th e  tim e of p lan tin g  is  insuffic ien t, th e

18 school o r college m ay so u rce  it from  o th e r governm ent seed ling  b a n k s .

19 As fa r a s  p rac ticab le , th e  tim e of tree  p lan tin g  sh a ll coincide w ith the

20 d esig n a ted  A rbor Day of th e  p a r tic u la r  province, city, o r m u n ic ipa lity  th a t  h a s

21 ju risd ic tio n  over th e  school or college, a s  m a n d a ted  by R epublic Act No. 10176,

22 o therw ise  know n a s  th e  “A rbor D ay Act of 2 0 1 2 .”

23 SECTION 9 . P re fe re n c e  f o r  N a tiv e  S p e c ie s . -  The spec ies  to  be p lan ted

24 sh o u ld  be com patib le  w ith  th e  location, c lim ate  a n d  topography  of th e  a re a  w ith

25 preference  for native species.



1 SECTION 10. L o c a tio n . -  S u b jec t to  th e  reco m m en d a tio n  of th e

2 D ep artm en t of E n v ironm en t a n d  N atu ra l R esources (DENR), th e  tre e s  to  be

3 p lan ted  u n d e r  th is  Act sh a ll be located  in  an y  of th e  following a reas ;

4 a. F o res tlan d s

5 b. M angrove a n d  p ro tec ted  a re a s

6 c. A ncestra l do m ain s

7 d. Civil a n d  m ilitary  reserv a tio n s

8 e. U rban  a re a s  u n d e r  th e  g reen ing  p lan  of th e  LGUs

9 f. Inactive a n d  ab an d o n ed  m ine sites; a n d

10 g. O th e r su itab le  lan d

11 SECTION 11. M a n a g e m e n t a n d  S u p e rv is io n  o f  T re e -se e d lin g  N u rse ry .

12 -  “P u n la a n ” sh a ll be  u n d e r  the  overall m a n ag em en t a n d  sup erv isio n  of the

13 p a rtic u la r  school or college.

14 SECTION 12. H a rm o n iz a t io n  w ith  O th e r  G re e n in g  E f fo r ts . -  The

15 p rov isions of th is  Act sh a ll be c o n s is te n t w ith  th e  ex isting  g reening  efforts of the

16 governm ent, p rivate  sec to r, a n d  civil society o rgan iza tions in  th e  coun try .

17 Schools a n d  colleges m ay  w ork jo in tly  a n d /o r  e n te r  in to  a  p a r tn e rsh ip

18 ag reem en t w ith  sa id  agenc ies a n d  o rg an iza tio n s  w ith  th e  en d  to  a tta in  the

19 objectives of th is  Act.

20 SECTION 13. In te r -a g e n c y  G re e n in g  C o m m ittee . -  A greening

21 com m ittee  is  hereby  c rea ted  co n sis tin g  of a n  in ter-agency  body com posed  of the

22 following;

23 a . S ec re ta ries  of th e  D ep artm en t of E d u ca tio n  (DepEd) a n d  the

24 C om m ission  on  H igher E d u ca tio n  (CHED) a s  C o-C hairpersons;

25 b. S ecre tary  o f th e  D ep artm en t of E n v iro n m en t a n d  N atu ra l R esources

26 (DENR) a s  V ice-C hairperson;

27 c. S ecre tary  of th e  D ep artm en t of B udget a n d  M anagem ent (DBM) or its

28 du ly  au th o rized  rep resen ta tiv e  a s  M em ber;

29 d. S ecre tary  of th e  D ep artm en t of th e  In te rio r a n d  Local G overnm ent

30 (DILG) or its  du ly  au th o rized  rep resen ta tiv e  a s  M em ber;



2

3

4

5

6

7

8

1 e. S ecre tary  o f th e  D ep artm en t of Science a n d  Technology (DOST) o r its  

du ly  au th o rized  rep resen ta tiv e  a s  M em ber;

f. S ecre tary  of th e  D ep artm en t of H ealth  o r its  du ly  au th o rized  

rep resen ta tiv e  a s  M em ber;

g. S ecre tary  of th e  D ep artm en t of T ran sp o rta tio n  (DOTr) o r its  du ly  

au th o rized  rep resen ta tiv e  a s  M em ber; a n d

h . S ecre tary  of D ep artm en t of A gricu lture  (DA) o r i ts  du ly  au th o rized  

rep resen ta tiv e  a s  M em ber.

9 The resp o n sib ilitie s  of th e se  agenc ies shall inc lude  th e  following:

10 1. N ursery  e s tab lish m en t;

11 2. Seedling p ro d u c tio n  a n d  site  p rep ara tio n ;

12 3. Site identification;

13 4. M onitoring a n d  evaluation ;

14 5. Provision of security , tra n sp o rta tio n , fire p ro tec tion  am en itie s  a n d

15 m edical su p p o rt;

16 6. T echnical su p p o rt a n d  ex ten sio n  services;

17 7. O th e r d u tie s  a n d  resp o nsib ilities  a p p u r te n a n t  to  th e  p roper

18 im p lem en ta tio n  of th is  Act.

19 SECTION 14. Im p le m e n tin g  R u le s  a n d  R e g u la t io n s . -  The D epEd,

20 CHED, DENR, DBM, DILG, DOST, DOH, DOTr, a n d  DA sh a ll fo rm ulate  a n d

21 p ro m u lg a te  th e  im plem en ting  ru le s  a n d  reg u la tio n s  (IRR) n ecessa ry  to

22 im p lem en t th is  Act w ith in  sixty (60) d ay s  a fte r approval.

23

24

25

SECTION 15. A p p ro p r ia t io n s .  -  The a m o u n t n e ce ssa ry  to  ca rry  o u t th e  

prov isions of th is  Act sh a ll be in c lu d ed  in  th e  A rm ual G enera l A ppropria tions 

Act.

26 SECTION 16. S e p a r a b i l i ty  C la u se . -  In  case  an y  provision of th is

27 Act is d ec la red  invalid  o r u n co n stitu tio n a l, su c h  d ec la ra tio n  sh a ll have no

28 effect in  th e  validity  o r co n stitu tio n a lity  of th e  rem ain in g  prov isions hereof.



1 SECTION 17. R e p e a lin g  C la u se . -  All law s, d ecrees, ru le s  a n d

2 reg u la tio n s  in c o n sis te n t w ith  th e  prov isions of th is  Act a re  hereb y  repealed

3 o r am en d ed  accordingly.

4 SECTION 17. E ffe c tiv ity . -  T h is Act sh a ll ta k e  effect fifteen (15) d ay s

5 a fte r its  pu b lica tio n  in  th e  Official G azette  o r in  a  n ew sp ap e r of general

6 c ircu la tion .

Approved,


