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RESO LU TIO N
D IR E C T IN G  THE SENATE C O M M ITTEE ON URBAN P LA N N IN G , H O U S IN G  
A N D  RESETTLEMENT, IN  A ID  OF LE G IS LA T IO N  A N D  IN  THE EXERCISE OF 
THE SENATE'S O V E R S IG H T FU N C TIO N S, TO  URG ENTLY CALL UPON THE 
D EPAR TM EN T OF H U M AN  SETTLEM ENTS A N D  URBAN DEVELO PM ENT A N D  
OTHER RELEVANT AG EN C IES  TO FO RM ULATE A S U S TA IN A B LE  TAAL 
VO LC AN O  RESETTLEM ENT A N D  R E H A B IL IT A T IO N  PROGRAM

1 W H ER EAS, Section 5 , 1(e) o f Republic Act No. 11201, or otherw ise known as

2 the  Departm ent o f Human Settlem ents and Urban Developm ent Act, provides tha t

3 the  Departm ent o f Human Settlem ents and Urban Developm ent shall "fo rm u la te  a

4 fram ew ork fo r resilient housing and human settlem ents as a basis fo r the

5 mechanisms fo r post-disaster housing and resiliency planning, research and

6 developm ent, extension, m onitoring and evaluation o f programs, projects and

7 activ ities to  p ro tect vulnerable com m unities from  the adverse effects o f climate

8 change and d isasters;"

9 W H EREAS, the Section 10.2 o f the Im plem enting Rules and Regulations o f

10 Republic Act No. 11201 provides tha t the Departm ent shall "m anage and oversee

11 em ergency post-d isaster/post-conflic t shelter recovery or clim ate change adaptation

12 and m itigation disaster risk reduction provision and in te rven tions;"

13 W H ER EAS, on January 12, 2020, the Taal Volcano began erupting and has

14 been on A lert Level 4 since its eruption, until it  was lowered by DOST-PHIVOLCS to

15 A lert Level 3 on January 26, 2020, which means tha t sudden steam -driven and weak

16 phreatom agm atic explosions, volcanic earthquakes, ashfall, and lethal gas expulsions

17 can still occur and threaten areas w ith in  Taal Volcano Island and nearby lakeshores;

18 W H ER EAS, the econom y o f the m unicipalities o f Talisay, Malvar, Tanauan,

19 Laurel, Agoncillo, Santa Teresita, Cuenca, A litagtag, Mataas na Kahoy, Lipa City,

20 Balete and San Nicolas, Province o f Batangas and Tagaytay City has been affected.
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1 w ith  an estim ated P6.66 billion revenues lost, w ith  agricu lture and fisheries still

2 contributing to  much o f the losses a t P3.17 billion;

3 W H ER EAS, according to  the  2015 Census Population, 907,664 residents are

4 w ith in  the affected areas;

5 W HEREAS, it has been estim ated th a t around 4,000 individuals are

6 perm anently residing on the Taal Volcano Island;

7 W HEREAS, according to  the Batangas Provincial D isaster and Risk Reduction

8 Management Council, about a m illion individuals were displaced by the Taal Volcano

9 eruption, o f which around 200,000 have been seeking refuge in evacuation centers

10 in Batangas and Cavite, among others;

11 W HEREAS, PHIVOLCS A lert Level 4 on Taal Volcano still remains to  be in

12 e ffect which means tha t hazardous explosive eruption is still possible, hence no final

13 damage assessment can be done;

14 W HEREAS, the national governm ent should now prepare, cra ft and

15 form ula te  post-disaster resettlem ent and livelihood program s, in coordination w ith

16 the private sector, to  assist the affected residents;

17 N O W  THEREFORE BE IT  RESOLVED, as it is hereby resolved, d irecting the

18 Senate Com m ittee on Urban Planning, Housing And Resettlement, in aid o f

19 legislation and in the exercise o f the Senate's oversight functions, to  urgently  call

20 upon the Departm ent o f Human Settlem ents and Urban Developm ent and o ther

21 re levant agencies to  form ula te a sustainable Taal Volcano Resettlem ent And

22 Rehabilitation Program.
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