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R E S O L U T IO N

U R G IN G  T H E  A P P R O P R IA T E  C O M M IT T E E  T O  C O N D U C T  A N  I N Q U I R Y ,  I N  A I D  

O F  L E G IS L A T IO N ,  O N  G A R B A G E  IM P O R T E D  I N T O  T H E  C O U N T R Y , W I T H  T H E  

G O A L  O F  F O R M U L A T IN G  P O L IC Y  IN T E R V E N T IO N S  T O  R E S O L V E  G A R B A G E  

IM P O R T A T I O N  IS S U E S

1 W H E R E A S ,  in  2 0 1 4 , th e  B u re a u  o f  C u s to m s  (B O C ) d is c o v e re d  il le g a l g a rb a g e  im p o r ts

2 f r o m  C a n a d a  th a t  w e re  p re v io u s ly  d e liv e re d  to  th e  c o u n tr y  o n  J u n e  to  A u g u s t  o f  2 0 1 3 ;1

3 W H E R E A S ,  d e s p ite  a c o u r t  ru lin g  in  2 0 1 6  o rd e r in g  th e  re tu rn  o f  th e  g a rb a g e  im p o r ts

4 a t  th e  e x p e n s e  o f  th e  im p o r te r ,  i t  t o o k  u n t i l  M a y  2 0 1 9  fo r  th e  C a n a d ia n  g o v e rn m e n t

5 to  fu l ly  re p a tr ia te  its  g a rb a g e  im p o r ts ,  s ix  y e a rs  a f te r  i t  w a s  f i r s t  t r a n s p o r te d  to  th e

6 c o u n tr y ;

7 W H E R E A S ,  la te r  in  2 0 1 8 , i t  w a s  re v e a le d  t h a t  a n  e s t im a te d  6 ,3 0 0  m e tr ic  to n s  o f

8 g a rb a g e  im p o r ts  f ro m  S o u th  K o re a  w e re  ille g a l a n d  m is d e c la re d  as h a z a rd - f re e  p la s t ic

9 w a s te s ;

1 B a u t is ta ,  R. (2 0 1 9 ,  M a y  3 1 ) .  P h i l ip p in e s  s e n d s  t r a s h  b a c k  t o  C a n a d a  a f t e r  D u te r te  e s c a la te s  ro w .  R e tr ie v e d  

f r o m  h t tp s : / /w w w . r e u te r s .c o m /a r t ic le /u s - p h i l ip p in e s - c a n a d a - w a s te /p h i l ip p in e s - s e n d s - t r a s h - b a c k - to - c a n a d a -  

a f te r - d u te r te - e s c a la te s - r o w - id U S K C N lT lO B Q

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-philippines-canada-waste/philippines-sends-trash-back-to-canada-after-duterte-escalates-row-idUSKCNlTlOBQ
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1 W H E R E A S ,  in  a D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 8  m e e t in g  b e tw e e n  th e  P h ilip p in e s  a n d  S o u th  K o re a ,

2 th e  la t te r  p le d g e d  to  r e tu rn  th e  im p o r te d  g a rb a g e  b y  J u n e  2 0 1 9 , y e t  n o  f u r t h e r

3 d e v e lo p m e n ts  w e re  is s u e d  b y  b o th  g o v e rn m e n ts  o n  th e  re tu rn  o f  th e  g a rb a g e  im p o r ts

4 u p  u n t il n o w ;

5 W H E R E A S ,  e x p e r t  d a ta  s h o w s  th a t  th e  c o u n t r y  s a w  h u g e  in c re a s e s  in  g a rb a g e

6 im p o r ts ,  f r o m  4 ,2 6 7  to n s  in  2 0 1 7  t o  1 1 ,9 0 0  to n s  in  2 0 1 8 , p r im a r i ly  b e lo n g in g  to

7 d e v e lo p e d  c o u n t r ie s ;2

8 W H E R E A S ,  th e s e  g a rb a g e  im p o r ts  p o s e d  s e r io u s  e n v iro n m e n ta l a n d  h e a lth  h a z a rd s

9 to  t h e ir  a f fe c te d  lo c a l c o m m u n it ie s ,  a s  w a s  th e  ca se  w i th  to x ic  w a s te  ju ic e  fo r m a t io n

10 o f  C a n a d ia n  g a rb a g e  im p o r ts  in  M a n ila  a n d  th e  to x ic  s m o k e  d u e  to  th e  m e th a n e  f ir e

11 c a u g h t  b y  th e  S o u th  K o re a n  g a rb a g e  im p o r ts  in  T a g o lo a n ,  M is a m is  O r ie n ta l;

12 W H E R E A S ,  th e s e  is s u e s  c h a lle n g e  th e  f u l l  a n d  e f fe c t iv e  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  e x is t in g

13 lo c a l a n d  n a t io n a l p o lic ie s  o n  w a s te  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  e n v iro n m e n ta l p r o te c t io n ;

14 W H E R E A S ,  th e  P h ilip p in e s , as  a m e m b e r  o f  th e  U n ite d  N a tio n s , is  c o m m it te d  to  a t ta in

15 th e  S u s ta in a b le  D e v e lo p m e n t G o a ls  (S D G s) o f  th e  2 0 3 0  A g e n d a  f o r  S u s ta in a b le

16 D e v e lo p m e n t  th ro u g h  th e  fo rm u la t io n  a n d  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  re le v a n t  n a t io n a l

17 d e v e lo p m e n t  p la n s  a n d  p o lic ie s ;

18 W H E R E A S ,  in  p a r t ic u la r ,  S D G s 11 a n d  12 c a lle d  f o r  ( 1 1 )  e s ta b lis h in g  s u s ta in a b le  c it ie s

19 a n d  c o m m u n it ie s  a n d  (1 2 )  p r o m o t in g  re s p o n s ib le  c o n s u m p t io n  a n d  p ro d u c t io n  in  o r d e r

20 to  im p ro v e  th e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  s o lid  w a s te s  to w a rd s  b e t te r  a n d  u n iv e rs a l a c c e s s  to

21 s a fe  a n d  h e a lth y  s p a c e s ;

22 W H E R E A S ,  s im ila r  w i th  e n v iro n m e n ta l p o lic ie s , s u c h  g a rb a g e  im p o r ta t io n  is s u e s

23 u n d e rm in e  th e  c a p a c ity  o f  th e  c o u n tr y  to  a t ta in  th e  a im s  o f  s a id  S D G s, as  th e y  re s u lt

24 to  u n s u s ta in a b le  w a s te  m a n a g e m e n t  p ra c t ic e s ,  p r im a r i ly  o f  d e v e lo p e d  c o u n tr ie s ,  o f te n

25 le a d in g  to  a d v e rs e  e n v iro n m e n ta l a n d  h e a lth  im p a c ts  to  th e ir  a f fe c te d  c o m m u n it ie s ;

2 M o g a to , A . (n .d .) . H o w  to  k e e p  im p o r te d  w a s te  o u t  o f  th e  P h ilip p in e s . R e tr ie v e d  f r o m  

h ttp s :/ /w w w .ra p p le r .c o m /n e w s b re a k / iQ /2 3 2 5 4 7 -k e e p - im D o r te d -w a s te -o u t-p h il ip p in e s
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1 N O W ,  T H E R E F O R E , B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  A S  I T  I S  H E R E B Y  R E S O L V E D , t o  u rg e  th e

2 a p p ro p r ia te  c o m m it te e  t o  c o n d u c t  a n  in q u ir y ,  in  a id  o f  le g is la t io n ,  o n  p o s s ib le  p o l ic y

3 in te r v e n t io n s  t o  re s o lv e  c u r r e n t  a n d  fu tu r e  g a rb a g e  im p o r ta t io n  is su e s .

Adopted,

P I A  S . CAYriANO


