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In tro d u c e d  b y  S e n a to r M aria  L o u rd e s  N ancy §^(6 i r f ^ ;

RESOLUTION
DIRECTING THE APPROPRIATE SENATE COMMITTEES, TO CONDUCT AN 

INQUIRY, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, ON THE EFFECTS OF NOVEL 
CORONAVIRUS ACUTE RESPIRATORY DISEASE (2019-nCoV ARD) 

INTERNATIONAL HEALTH EMERGENCY ON THE PHILIPPINE TOURISM 
SECTOR, WITH THE END IN VIEW OF RECOMMENDING A TOURISM 
MITIGATION AND RESPONSE PLAN ADDRESSING THE EFFECTS OF 

HEALTH EMERGENCIES, CALAMITIES AND CATASTROPHES
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W HEREAS, o n  Ja n u a ry  3 0 , 2 0 2 0 , th e  W o rld  H e a lth  O rg a n iz a tio n  (W H O ) 
d e c la re d  th e  no ve l c o ro n a v iru s  a c u te  re s p ira to ry  d isease  (2 0 1 9 -n C o V  A R D ) h e a lth  
e v e n t as a p u b lic  h e a lth  e m e rg e n c y  o f  in te rn a tio n a l c o n c e rn 1;

W HEREAS, th e  P h ilip p in e  G o v e rn m e n t, up o n  th e  re c o m m e n d a tio n  o f  th e  
D e p a rtm e n t o f  H e a lth  (D O H ), has issued  a te m p o ra ry  tra v e l ban c o v e rin g  a ll 
tra v e lle rs  c o m in g  fro m  H ube i P ro v in ce  o f  C h ina . T h e  DOH w ill a lso  be  re c o m m e n d in g  
th e  e xp a n s io n  o f  th e  tra v e l ba n  c o v e ra g e  to  m o re  C h inese  p ro v in ce s  as n e w  
in fo rm a tio n  on  th e  in c re a s in g  n u m b e r o f  cases p e r re g io n  a r ise s2;

W HEREAS, th e  c o u n try 's  to u r is m  s e c to r is re g a rd e d  as lik e ly  to  be a ffe c te d  b y  
th e  2 0 1 9 -n C o V  ARD in te rn a tio n a l h e a lth  e m e rg e n c y 3;

W HEREAS, a c c o rd in g  to  S o c io e c o n o m ic  P la n n in g  S e c re ta ry  E rn e s to  M . 

P e rn ia , th e re  w o u ld  l ik e ly  be  a " s h o r t - t e r m  e f fe c t "  o n  to u r is m  e v e n  as th e re  w e re  

a lre a d y  "a  lo t  o f  m e a s u re s  b e in g  d o n e  to  m in im iz e "  in fe c t io n s  a m o n g  F ilip in o s 4;

1 D epartm ent o f Health W ebsite, WHO DECLARES 2019-NCOV ARD 'PUBUC HEALTH EMERGENCY OF 
INTERNATIONAL CONCERN'; PHIL GOVT ISSUES TRAVEL BAN, h ttps ://w w w .doh .gov.ph /doh-press-re lease /w ho- 
declares-2019-nCoV-ARD-public-health-em ergency-of-international-concern
2 Ib id .

3 BusinessM irror News W ebsite, '19 nCoV travel ban could spell P27-B loss fo r tourism  sectors, 
h ttps://businessm irro r.com .ph /2020 /02 /03 /19-ncov-trave l-ban-cou ld -spe ll-p27-b -loss-fo r-tourism -secto rs/
4 Inqu ire r News W ebsite, D uterte econom ic team  sees 'sh o rt- te rm ' nCoV im pact on PH tourism , D uterte  
econom ic team  sees 'sh o rt- te rm ' nCoV im pact on PH tourism  
h ttps ://bus iness.inqu irer.ne t/289362/duterte-econom ic-team -sees-short-te rm -ncov-im pact-on-ph- 
tourism #ixzz6D34kPQDD

https://www.doh.gov.ph/doh-press-release/who-declares-2019-nCoV-ARD-public-health-emergency-of-international-concern
https://www.doh.gov.ph/doh-press-release/who-declares-2019-nCoV-ARD-public-health-emergency-of-international-concern
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2020/02/03/19-ncov-travel-ban-could-spell-p27-b-loss-for-tourism-sectors/
https://business.inquirer.net/289362/duterte-economic-team-sees-short-term-ncov-impact-on-ph-tourism%23ixzz6D34kPQDD
https://business.inquirer.net/289362/duterte-economic-team-sees-short-term-ncov-impact-on-ph-tourism%23ixzz6D34kPQDD
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W HEREAS, in  2 0 1 8 , th e  c o n tr ib u t io n  o f  to u r is m  in d u s tr ie s  to  th e  P h iiip p in e  
e c o n o m y  w as  e s tim a te d  a t 1 2 .7 % 5;

W HEREAS, in  a s ta te m e n t re ie a se d  b y  th e  U n ite d  N a tio n s  W o rid  T o u r is m  
O rg a n iz a tio n  (U N W T O ), th e y  sa id  th a t  d u r in g  tim e s  o f  c ris is , to u r is m  has to  live  u p  
to  its  re s p o n s ib ility  as an  in te g ra l p a r t  o f  w id e r  so c ie ty . T h e  s e c to r m u s t p u t p e o p le  
an d  th e ir  w e llb e in g  f ir s t6;

W HEREAS, th e  U N W TO  a lso  s ta te d  th a t  to u r is m  is v u ln e ra b le  to  th e  e ffe c ts  o f  
p u b lic  h e a lth  e m e rg e n c ie s  and  is a lre a d y  b e ing  a ffe c te d  b y  th is  o u tb re a k . H o w e v e r, 
i t  is to o  e a rly  to  fu l ly  e s tim a te  th e  im p a c ts  th is  o u tb re a k  w ill h a v e 7;

W HEREAS, i t  is h ig h  t im e  th a t  th e  P h ilip p in e s  h a ve  a lo n g - te rm  a n d  s h o r t ­
te rm  to u r is m  m it ig a t io n  and  re sp o n se  p lan  a d d re s s in g  th e  e ffe c ts  o f  h e a lth  
e m e rg e n c ie s , ca la m itie s , an d  c a ta s tro p h e s , such  as th e  2 0 1 9 -n C o V  AR D  in te rn a t io n a l 
p u b lic  h e a lth  e m e rg e n c y ;

BE IT  RESOLVED, AS IT  IS  HEREBY RESOLVED, to  d ire c t th e  a p p ro p r ia te  
S ena te  C o m m itte e s , to  c o n d u c t an in q u iry  in a id  o f  le g is la tio n , on  th e  e ffe c ts  o f  th e  
no ve l c o ro n a v iru s  a c u te  re s p ira to ry  d ise ase  (2 0 1 9 -n C o V  A R D ) in te rn a tio n a l h e a lth  
e m e rg e n c y  on  th e  P h ilip p in e  to u r is m  s e c to r o f  th e  c o u n try , w ith  th e  e n d  in  v ie w  o f  
re c o m m e n d in g  a to u r is m  m it ig a t io n  a n d  re sp o n se  p lan  a d d re ss in g  th e  e ffe c ts  o f  
h e a lth  e m e rg e n c ie s , c a la m itie s , an d  c a ta s tro p h e s .

A d o p te d ,

--------
MARIA LOURDES Ni^CY S. BINAY

S e n a to r

Philippine Statistics A u thority  W ebsite, Contribution o f Tourism  to  the  Philippine Economy is 12.7 percent in 
2018, h ttps ;//psa .gov.ph /tourism /sa te llite -accoun ts /id /138760

6 United Nations W orld Tourism  Organization W ebsite, UNWTO STATEMENT ON THE NOVEL CORONAVIRUS 
OUTBREAK, h ttps ://unw to .o rg /unw to-s ta tem ent-on-the-nove l-co ronav irus-ou tb reak
7 Ib id.

https://unwto.org/unwto-statement-on-the-novel-coronavirus-outbreak

