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Introduced by Senator Maria Lourdes Nancy S. Binay

RESOLUTION
DIRECTING THE PROPER SENATE COMMITTEES TO CONDUCT AN INQUIRY, 
IN AID OF LEGISLATION, ON THE REPORTED DRILLING OPERATIONS 
WITHIN THE LIMESTONE FORMATIONS OF THE MASUNGI GEORESERVE 
CONSERVATION AREA IN TANAY AND BARAS, RIZAL WITH THE END IN 
VIEW OF CONSERVING AND PROTECTING OUR ENVIRONMENT FROM 
POTENTIAL RISK
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WHEREAS, the Masungi Karst Conservation Area (MKCA) is a naturai heritage 
covered and protected by Presidentiai Prociamation No. 1636 (Pres. Proc. 1636), DENR 
Administrative Order No. 1993-33 (DAO 1993-33) and a iocai ordinance by the Tanay 
LGU deciaring the MKCA a conservation area;

WHEREAS, in November 2023, four driiiing rigs on the Masungi Karst were 
documented via drone capture. It was reveaied that the company, Rizai Wind Energy 
Corporation (RWEC), owned by Singapore-based Vena Energy, pians to buiid around 
12 wind turbines inside the MKCA;

WHEREAS, the Masungi Georeserve is a conservation area and rustic rock 
garden tucked in the rainforests of Rizai. Masungi's name is derived from the word 
"masungki" which transiates to "spiked" - an apt description for the sprawiing 
iimestone iandscape found within. In the sanctuary, guests wiii be abie to commune 
with nature, and reenergize themseives whiie doing so. Wander through the pathways 
and encounter wiidiife and piant species1;

WHEREAS, Masungi Georeserve Foundation cofounder and conservationist 
Biiiie Dumaiiang toid the Business Mirror that they occasionaily use drones to inspect 
hard-to-reach areas, monitor entrances, tree-cutting activities and instances of fires 
within the Georeserve2;

1 About Masungi. https://www.masungigeoreserve.com/
2 New threat to Masungi? Avaiiable at https://businessmirror.com.ph/2024/02/ll/new-threat-to- 
masungi/

https://www.masungigeoreserve.com/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2024/02/ll/new-threat-to-masungi/
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2024/02/ll/new-threat-to-masungi/
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WHEREAS, Masungi Georeserve management sought clarification by engaging 
in a dialogue with the representatives from both companies about the project's nature 
and intentions, and, Dumaliang said, "that's when we found out about the plan." The 
plan "was to build around 12 wind turbines within the MKCA"3;=

WHEREAS, Angela Tan, head of corporate communication at Vena Energy 
Group, clarified to the Business Mirror via email that "we are only conducting a study 
on the potential of wind energy in Tanay and Baras, Rizal"4;

WHEREAS, Dumaliang pointed out the DAO 1993-33, asserting "even studies 
for a wind farm should not have commenced in the first place."5;

WHEREAS, RWEC reportedly received Protected Area Management Board 
approval to explore and study the area for wind farm development as it is in a "multi
use zone" within the Pres. Proc. 1616 National Park, Game Preserve and Wildlife 
Sanctuary;

WHEREAS, the potential risks of placing such projects in areas rich in 
biodiversity and heritage could lead to unintended problems;

WHEREAS, wind turbines are known to be fatal for birds and bats, especially 
raptors. We have 99 species of birds including the endangered Philippine Hawk Eagle. 
We have over 30 species of bats including the first record of Flying Foxes in Rizal;

WHEREAS, more than 500 hectares of the MKCA may be affected by the 
project since it involves creating vast road networks and clearing forests and 
vegetation while damaging the visual integrity of the natural landscape;

WHEREAS, Karst ecosystems are known to be arks of biodiversity and are very 
fragile due to underground systems, caves, sinkholes. According to the Natural History 
Museum technical report on Masungi Georeserve, any major disturbance on the 
landscape may trigger sinkhole collapse;

WHEREAS, the Masungi Georeserve has transformed from an unproductive 
and desolate landscape, plagued by the incessant hum of chainsaws and 
encroachment from land speculators, into a flourishing secondary forest over the past 
two decades;

WHEREAS, the Masungi Georeserve Project is considered one of the last green 
frontiers near Metro Manila and a haven for unique biodiversity. The planned wind 
farm will put the more than 25 years of restoration efforts to waste;

3 Ibid
4 Ibid
5 Ibid



1 RESOLVED, AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, by the Senate of the Philippines,
2 to direct the proper senate committees to conduct an inquiry, in aid of legislation, on
3 the reported drilling operations within the limestone formations of the Masungi
4 Georeserve Conservation Area in Tanay and Baras, Rizal with the end in view of
5 conserving and protecting our environment from potential risks.

Adopted,

MARIA LOURDES NANCY S. BINAY


