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RESOLUTION CALLING ON THE COMNIITT EE ON ENVIRONMENT
ANIE) NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY TO CONDUCT AN

L.

CINVESTIGATION INTO THE SEM OIL SPIL.L

WHEREAS, - . Last December 18 2005 the fuel tanks 3 anddof the Natronal
| “Power Cotporation (NPC) PowLer Barge 106 tuptired: after.
‘being thrashed by Waves ‘and- s}trong winds due to: troplcal
: depressron while ‘en route frprn Masbate to San Jose;
Occrdental Mmdoro

WHEREAS, The 1nc1dent was’ reported to hive released 200,000 liters of
' ‘bunker fuel causing an oil spill that stretches to a ﬁVe~kﬂometers

,‘shorelme along Semirara” Island in. Antrque threatemng to
destroy coral reef and marine resdurces, .

WHEREAS, The Semirara oil spill is conmdered the blggest oil spill in the:

country s history, and ‘has ‘¢aused massive and widespread -
'envrronmental damage

WHERFEAS, To- date," ‘the ol spﬁl was observied to have contaminated 236;«‘
‘hectares of mangrove, 40 sq, kﬂ m,eters of marine life off the
Semzrara Tsland, as well as. ‘SEAZIASSES, coral reefs, ‘shellfishes’.
and 11ve11hood seaweed Pprojects;

WHEREAS, Serrurara is. only about 10 kilometers away .from the world- -
' o famous Boracay Island off Malay, Aklan, one of the country sf
best tourist destmatlons, ' : :

WHEREAS, Cleanup opérations’ are now- be‘Eng undertaken by the NPC )
Philippine Coast Guard and the résidents albeit at a protracted _
rate and en’taﬂmg a cost of about.80 million. pesos

WHEREAS, Economlc valuatlon of‘ énviro "rnental damages is urgently
- needed to determine ‘the dppropriate. damage fee to be charged o
.from the NPC in-order to compel sate affected stakeholders, as. .
well as.fund the' rehabilitation and sustainable deVeIOpment of -
Sem1rara Island and its vmmrty, . /Z7



WHEREAS, The Umver51ty of the Phﬂlppmes (U P) j in.the Vlsayas formed a
‘ committee consmtmg of resﬁurcek.conomzsts and b1ologzsts 0’
‘conduct a- research study on the ol spill and. 1) assess the status -

of affected ecosystems, 2) assess the extent.of the oil spﬂl and its

damage 3) 1dent1fy the stakeholdexs and the impacts on then,

4) estimate economic values ~ both use and non-use values.— of.j;

environmental damages- caused by ‘the oil spill, 4nd 5) develop a

mechanism by which the. dama,gc fee will be collected and .

utlhzed

RESOLVED AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVEDl That the PH \ilippine Senate-
through the Committee - on Envnonment and Natural Resources and the Committeé
“on Energy: 1rnmed1ately 1nvest1ga,te in aid of legxslatloh the Sem:ra%a oil spill, as a°

'ma.tter of utmost envuonmental urgency’

BE_IT. FURTHER RESOLVED, AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, That thé
_Depart:ment of Environment and: Na.tural Resources and the Department of Energy.
conititute at’ the sooriest poss1b1e time 4 s'pec1al task fotice, with the specxal assistance -
“of ‘marine. experts from. UP in-the Visayas,. tor ‘Wworkion: ‘Containing the ‘spread’of

pollut1on catised’ by the oil spill in- Semirara Island, ;»a,nd to clean up -the affected.
. waters.; ,

Adopted,
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