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P.S. RES. NO. 472 

Prepared by the Committee on Foreign Relations 

RESOLUTION 
CONCURRING IN THE ACCESSION OF THE INTERNATIONAL TREATY ON 

PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES 

WHEREAS, the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources was 
approved by the FA0 Conference at its Thirty-first Session in Rome on 3 November 
2001 ; 

WHEREAS, the Treaty consisting of thirty-five (35) Articles, provides for the 
conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture 
and for the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of their use; 

WHEREAS, the Treaty, provides for the establishment of a multilateral system 
to facilitate access to plant genetic resources. The multilateral system shall include 
all plant genetic resources for food and agriculture listed in Annex I that are under 
the control and management of the Contracting Parties and in the public domain. It 
shall also include the plant genetic resources for food and agriculture listed in Annex 
I and held in the ex situ collections of the International Agricultural Research Centers 
of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) and in 
other international institutions; 

WHEREAS, the Treaty recognizes farmers' rights, provides for technical 
assistance to developing countries and countries with economies in transition, and 
establishes a Governing Body to promote the implementation of the Treaty; 

WHEREAS, the Treaty entered into force on 29 June 2004, on the ninetieth 
day after the deposit of the fortieth instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or 
accession, provided that at least twenty instruments of ratification, acceptance, 
approval or accession have been deposited by Members of FAO; 

WHEREAS, as of 1 February 2006, there are 83 State Parties to the Treaty 
and 47 of these State Parties have already ratified, accepted and approved the 
Treaty; 

WHEREAS, in the hearing conducted by the Senate Committee on Foreign 
Relations on 2 February 2006 concerned government agencies, such as the 
Department of Foreign Affairs, Department of Environment and Natural Resources, 
Department of Agriculture, Department of Health, Department of Science and 
Technology and the Department of Trade and Industry; scientists from the academe 
and non-government organization strongly supported for Senate concurrence on the 
International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources; 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Constitution, Article VII, Section 21, "No treaty or 
international agreement shall be valid and effective unless concurred in by at least 
two-thirds of all the members of the Senate"; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Senate of the Philippines concur 
as it hereby concurs in the accession to the International Treaty on Plant Genetic 
Resources. 

Adopted, 

L 
MIRIAM 

Ch Yirperson 



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ TPEATI’ ON J P t h N T  GENET 
FOR. FOOD AND .~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

O~jiiarfnieai8 nf‘ Forticn AfTn 
The Contrnctjtig Fwties, ’ - ~ y p T i ~ ~ f l $  
Corli8iiiced o f  tlle special nature of plant genetic resources for Tooil a x 1  agriculture, their 
distinctive features and problems neeiing tiistinelive soliitions; 

A/clr,l~eri liy the continuing erosion o f  these resolimes; 

~og; l rzn i i t  that plant genetic resources for rood and agriciiiture are a cniiiiiioii ct~~icerri of all  
colintries, in t1i:it all countries depend very largely on plan t  genetic restiitrces for food and 
agriculture that originated elsewhere; 

,dci7~r,ii,!~&;-brg that tlte coilsei-i,ation, exploration, collection, clia;acterization, evaluation 
atid documentation of plant genetic resources for f d  aiitl agrictilture are essential i n  meeting the 
goals of the Rome Ileclaration on World Food Seciirity antl the TVorlr! Food Sriinniit! Plan ol’ 
Acijorr atid for siistninable agricultural de~~eiopinent ror 1lii.s anc! ftiiiirc gcnei-nliciiis, a n d  l l ~ a i  tlic 
capacity of developing coirnh-iss and comiries witn econoiiiirs in trat isi i ioi i  to iiiidertake such 
::!sks iiecds urgently to be reinfiuced; 

Noijiig tlret the Global Plan of  Act ion for the Conselvation and Sastainahle llse of Plant Ge!ietic 
Resoiirces foI  Food and .4griciillui-e is an inteniatiniially a@-eed rinniewctrl~ Tor s ~ t c l i  aclivities; 

Ae~771o11~ie~siitgiiri-iher that plant genetic resonices [or fwid nnd agricullur~e are the r a w  niutcrinl 
iiiriispensabie Toi- crop genetic improwment, wliether by means o f  faimers’ selection, classical 
plant breeding or modern bioteclinologies, and are essential i n  adapting to tnqirkdiciahle 
environmental changes a i d  ftih!i-e Iiuiiian needs; 

Ajj?riiiiiig that the past, preseni and fiitiire ccitihihiitions of furniei-s i n  ail regions of the wnrld, 
pal-tic~ilariy those in CC:II:-~S of origin and diversiry, in coiisenzing, iniproving and:  niai;ing 
available iliese resoiirccs, is t l ie basis o f l k n e r s ’  Rights; 

. i  .. 

i i  

$.: 

, .  
. ,  

4‘irmiig n/so that tlie righis recognized in illis Treaty to save, LW, exchange ant1 sell f@m-siivecl 
seed and other propagating maieiial, and to participate in tlecisiirii-i7iaking regarding, ?!id it1 ilie 
fair and equitable sharing of tb: benefits arising from, the m e  of I h l t  genetic t-esoiirce?ror food 
and agricuIh1re, are fimlanieiital to the realization o f  I.‘ainiers’ Rii:lits, :IS  ell as the 111- 

Farmers’ Rights a t  national antl internation:;! levels; 

Rscogitizirig t l iBt  this Trealy anti other intema~iotiai qreeinents rcievani to tliis ‘rrcat 
ni[itmlly suppoi-tive wiili a vieuv to sttstaiii:i!ile agi-icullitrc a n d  fowl seclil-iiy; 

4fir i i t iq  that riotliing in this Treaty s1i:ill lie ititel-preted as imp1 , iiig it1 any \vny a cliange in tile 
rights and obligatioiis of ilie Conti-acting Parties wider 1111icr mic, iiatioi1:il agreeinents; 

Umiersfmding that ilie alinve recital is no1 intciicle$j io ,;reale 
otlier international agreements; 

9 . ~  

, .. 

,. 
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“Variety” means a plant grouping, within a sing1.e botanical taxon or  tile lowest known EiIll<, 
defined by tile l-eproduc;bIc expression or its tiistiiigiiishing and other genetic chat-acteristics. 

’‘EX sitti collection” means a collection or plant genetic resolltces [or food and agrictilltire 
maintained outside their natural Iiahitat. 

y -en l~ re  of ol-igin” means a geogaphicai ore3 where a plant  species, e i t l w  hncsticaied or wil t l ,  
first developed its distinctive properties. 

“Centre of crop diversity” means a geopph ic  atma conlai!iing a high level of genetic diversity 
for crop species in in sitif conditions. 

-. Article 3 - Scrip? 

Tlijs Treaty relales to pianl genetic resoltrces for fooi’i :Illii ag 

/ ---I 
1 &tT 11 - GENFRAL I’IlOVlSIQ 

_____ Article 4 - Gcner:ll~!d,iigelLciiS 
. 

? d 

-1 ,h 4 ing i)i I t :CI  <sr 
, :~~e ir$ i -a~  Ec<:!)d$ m v i : ~ i m  

<If j~’orcig1 Airah.5 

:‘ii~: 0 It”j $[)& 
. ~ _  - -...-.~------=-~~* 

~ a c ~ i  Contracring party shall ensure t~ ie  cmfol-mity of its iaws, regi~iations and i i roced~es  
ivitii its obligations as provided in this Treaty. 

- Article 5 - Conservation. r ~ x n l o l - n t i n ! ! ~ ~ ! ! ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ! ! ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ! ! ~ ~ ! ~ ~  

5.1 Each Ccncracting Parry  MI, stltiject to national legislation, arid in cooperjtion witli 
other Contncting Parties where appropriale, pi-oiiiote an inteEraied approach to the expioi-ation, 
conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic iesowces for food and agricultilre ant1 ; i .  sliall iii 
particular, as appropriate: 

(a) Surv-), and inventory plant genetic resourc es for food and ogrieulliii-e, laking illto account 
the status and degree of variation in exi.;ting popiilations, iiiciiiding iliose illat are of 
potential use and, as feasible, assess any thi-eats to them; 

Promote the colleciion of’ plant genetic rcsonrces for food and agriculture and relevant 
associared information on those p lan t  gr.netic resources tha t  are under thre, 
potential i.ise; 

(hj 

’. 

(c) Promote or support, as appropriate, liwniel-s and ~ o c a i  cciniiiicuiilics’ cfrorts ‘to manage 
and conserve on-fann heir plpnt  genetic resources fnr fnwl aiid ngricullure; 

promote t i  sitti coriservaiion of w i l c i  $'rap relat ives a m i  wil(1 plants ihr rood iirociitctioti, 
including in protected areas, by v:priii-ting, iitier nlirr, the cfforts or indigenous and local 
communities; . ,  

Cooperate to promote tlie develolii i i ec t  of an efficient anti s:lstain:tl)ie system* of e.y siiii 
coiiservation, giving d!ie attct it ion to the need fclr adrqti:tte doccimentation, 
clir;raci&iizziion, iegeneratioii a n d  :vaination, ani! pitmioir [lie dc;ieloIunent anti ii-ansfer 

f; 
,’ 
V’ 

(d) 

. .  
R_ 

( e )  

i i: e,: 



of appropriate tecluiologies foor this piirposc with a view to iinproviilg the sustainable ~ I S C  

of plant genetic resources Cor Tciod arid agriculture; 

Monitor the maintensnce of the viability, degree of variation, and the genetic integrity or 
culieiiions or plant gcnetic Icso~~rccs cor Ibclcl and  ngriciiitw c. 

The Conti-acting I'ai-tics shall, as al~prop~-iaie, take steps to mininlize or, i T  possible. 

(0 

5.2 
eliininate thr-ats to plant genetic resources for rood and agriculture. 

Article 6 - Snstninablc Use ol'l'lairi Genrtic Itesc~rrrccs 

6.1 
that prolnote the sustainable use of piant genetic resonrces for rood and agiicullurc. 

'nie Coiiiracting I'arties shal l  develop and mainiain appropriate policy aiid legal nieastires 

i measures a5: 
A ? ~ t : , T i H l } l ! F f f  . ) I  Y1.1 T . 1  

~ [ ! I ( . & ) ! * I  prsiiilng fair agri iiiiiirai policies that pi~oniotc, B S  approjxi;ile, t i le  developnicnt and 
' ! ' b w >  ~iii;iiiitelimdi! or di erse rarniing systems tliat eiiliance the sustainable i ise of agricaiturat 

1 3 . - I ; t l @ .  1 . . . . . - . A,!,,\ . . .. .- ' .. ' ~ ~ ~ < c j ~ W i ' r s i t y  and other natural resow-ces; 
n'iitlL*i(f 

(b) strengtheniiig research wliicli enhances and conserves biological diversity by niaximizing 
intra- and inter-specific variation for the benefit of farmers, especially lhose who generate 
aiid use their own mrieties and appply ecological principles i n  maintaining soil fertility 
and ill combating diseases, weeds and pcsts; 

promoting, as appropriate, plant breeding elrorts wliicli, with [lie pal-ticipatioii ol fanners, 
particularly in developing cou!i!ries, sireng!lien the capacity to dexelop varieties .* particiilarly adapted to social, econoniic and ecological conditions, including 111 inarginal 
areas; .. 

( c )  

,. 

(d) broadening the gciietic base of crops and increasing ilie range or getietic diversity 
available to faniie;s; 

promoting, as apprcpiiate, tiie expanded use of local arid locally adapted Icrops, varieties 
and underutilized species; 

I, 

.+> 

<< 

:*> 

( e )  
.. 

i; 

( i )  supporting, as appropriate, [ l ie wider use of diversity of varieties antI species in on-fanil 
management, conservation and sustainable use of crops and creating strong iinks to plant 
breeding and agricultural developnicnt in  order Lo reduce crop vulnerability and genelic 
erosion, and promote increased world food production conqiatible witli sustainable 
developiiicnt; and 

reviewing, arid, as appropriate, adjusting breeding strategies arid regulations : ,  coiiceniing 
variety release aiid seed distribution. 

(g) 

Aaicic  7 -- Nniluiial Ciuninihxnts mi! Iiiterrmtiorrnl C o n p e ~ ~ ~ ! - i o i ~  

7.1 Each Conlractiiig Party sliall, as app~opriate, integrate into, its agi-icuiture and rural 
development policies and programmes, activities refeired to in Articles 5 and 6; and cooperate 
with other Contracting Parties, directly or though FA0  and other relevak interiiational 
organiz:itions, ii? the co!iservation aiid sustainable use of plant genetic resource$' . .  for food and 
agriciilhre. i?, 
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7.2 

(a) 

International cooperation s!rall, in pni-ticular, be directed 10: 

establisliing or strengthening the capabi1i:ies of developing coiin~i-/es and counti-ies will1 
ecanomie,s in transition with respest to conservation and si~stainable iise of plant genetic 
resouzces for food and ag~iculture; 

enhancing international actiT:ities to promote conservation, evaliiation, tiocume~~ta~ion, 
genetic enhancement> plant breeding, seed multiplication; and sharing, providing access 
to, and exclianging, in conformit). v,rih Pari 111, plant genetic resources for food and 
agriculture and appropriate information a n d  fecl~~~cllog)~; 

inziniaining and strengtllenirig the institutional arrangenrents pi-ovideci for in Part V; m d  

in-ipleneiit the fiinding strategy ofArlicle 18. 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

-. Article 8 - Tcchiiicat Assistance 

The Contractink; I’artie- aLTee to promote the provision of iechnical assistance to Contracting 
Parties, especially those that arc developing countries or comtvics \vith 
eilher bilaterally 01- tlrrough tlic appropriate intcmational 
facilitatiiiK the inpiernentation of this Treaty. 

9.1 The Conkacting parties recognize the eiiomoiis contribution that the local and 
jridigenoiis communitics and famiers of ail regions oftlie world, particiilndy those in tire ceritres 
of origin and crop diversity, have made ant1 will coniinne to inake for the conservation and 
development or plant genetic resources whitili constiiiite the basis of food and agriculture 
prodiiction throughout the worid. 

9.2 Tie Contracting Parties agree Ihat tlie responsibilily for realizing Fni1ners’ Itights, as 
they relate to plant genetic resources for food and abTicnlture, rests with national governments. In 
accordance with their needs and priorities, each Conkacting Party s!?ould, as apj~rop~-iate, and 
subject to its national legislaiion, take ii~easi,ires io protect and ~ m n ~ o t r  r:anneis’ Rights, 
including: 

(a) protection of traditional lcnowletige relevant IO I d a n t  genciic i~esot~rces for food and 
ayicLfltil1-e; 

(b) the right Lo etjiiitably participate in slioring benefits arising fi-om the ulilizatioii, of plant 
genetic reSoll~~ces for food and agriculhrse] and 

tlie right to participate in making decisions, at  tllc natrnnnl level, on matiers d a t e d  to tlic 
consemtion and sirstainab!e use o fp lan t  genetic resou!ccs ibr food and ngricoiture. 

9.3 Nothing in this Article sliali be intetpretetl to i in i i i  a n j  t-igltis tlrat fanr:>ier-s 11nve to snire, 
~ s e ,  exchange :and sell farm-saved seeed/pio~i:iga;ing moterial. sliliject to national l i i w  and as 
a!~propri:i:c. 

(c) 



11.1 In furtherance of tlie objectives u l  conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic 
resources for food and agricullure and ilre fair and eqiiitable sharing of benefits arising out of 
their use, as stated i n k - t i c k  1, the NIultilateral Systkin sliail co iw  11ie p h i  genetic resot~rces for 
food and agricuiture listed in Annex I, establislied according to ci-iteria of root1 security aiid 

inlerdependcnce. 

' I  2 { I  3 3 i :  ' . t ' b  I l i .2 die ikJliilateral 
-".--..-_l..".ll-_l_ _.....-I_,. 

ysierii, as identified iii Article I 1.1, slinll include a11 plant geiietic 

8*x6..Li ~'i&Gf&&ct@g 'Phities a j d  in the public domain. With a view to achieving the fullcst possiblc 
"" 'E&&iii'C;fZiie MultiIaic!ai Syslein, tlic Con~ractiiig I'nrties invite all otiicr Iioldcrs oC [lie plant 

,,ni*),>i\ .%.,,..11>( t .,CP,. geii,elic r~s$~cks 'fq fokd and agricultui-e listed i n  Annex I to iiicludc ilicse ~ ~ l a i i t  eeiietic 
resourdes for rob~!aa il agricu~ture iu tlie Muitiiaterai System. 

I 1.3 Coutmctii;g Parties also agree to take appropriate nwasures 10 eiicourake i;aturaI RXI  
legal. persons within thcir jurisdiction who hold plan1 genetic resources for rood and agriciilture 
listed in Annex I to include suclr plant genetic resoiirces for food and agricuItui-e i i i  ihe 
Multilateral Sysiein. 

11.4 Wtl i i i i  ~ ' i ~ o  years of the entry into force or the Treaty, the Cioveiiiiiig Body shall assess 
tlie progress in including !lie plank genetic resources for food and agiicu!ltue:.referred to iii  

paiagimph 11.3 in the b?ultilaterfil Systern. Following this assessnient, the Goveri&ig Body siiall 
decide wlietiier %cess sha!l continue to be facilitated to those iiaturd aiid legal persons referred 
to in paragraph 11.3 liiat have :iGt included these plant geneiic resources for food &id agriciilture 
in  the !vfultilateral Sysleiii, or take si ic l i  otlizr iiienwes as i t  deems appropriate. 

I 1.5 n.2 MuitiIatcral Systein s l i a ~ ~  also iiiciucie ttie plant genetic 1-esotirces 'rir food arid 
agriculture listed in Annex I and lield in the ex. silrt col!cctioiis o f  the I~iterii:~tional Agricultural 
Research Centres of the Consultative Group on International hgriculiural Researcl! (CGLW), as 
provided in M i c l e  15. la, and in other international institutions, in accordance with Arlicle 15.5. 

resoi.ii-ces for food,and agciultwe ?, ' .  lisied in Annex I that are under the rnanageiiieiit and control of 

, . . _  
, ,I:,# . - 

.. 

12.1 Tile Conkacting I'arties agree that hcilitated access :o plant genetic resources for food 
and agi-lcullure under the Multilaleral System, as defined in M i c l e  l'l* slrall be in accordance 
with the provisions of this Treaty. 
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12.2 The Contracting Parties agree lo take the necessary legal ur ctlier ap1xop8-iate ineasurcs lo 
provide such access to other Contracting Parties through the Multilateral System. To th is  effect, 
such access shall also be provided to legal and natirral persons tinder the jurisdiction of any 
Contracting h r t y ,  subject to the provisions of Article 11.4. 

12.3 

(8) 

such access slinli he provided in accortlance wit11 the cnndi\ions below: 

Access shall be provided solely for the purpose of iiiilizatioii and conservation for 
research, breeding and tTainiIlg for rood antl agriculllIre, provided that such pnrpose does 
not include chemical, pliarmacentical and/or other non-ibod/feed inrlostrial uses. In ihe 
case of multiple-use crops (food and non-foodj, their imporlance for food security should 
be tlie determinant for their inclusion in the Multilateral System and availnbiliiy for 
facilitated access. 

Access sliall be accorded expeditiously, willioui the need lo h-ack irtdivicliial accessioiis 
and free of  charge, or, when a fee is charged, it slinli not exceed !lie rriiriirnal cost 
involved; 

All available passport d a ~ a  and, subject to applicable law, any oll~er associated available 
non-confidential descriptive information, sliall be made available with the plant genelic 
resources for food ani' agriculklre provided; 

Recipieriis shal! not claim any intellectual property or otlxr rights tliat limit thc.facilit~ted 
access to the plant genetic resources for food and ayiculiiire, or their genetic paris or 
cornponerrts, in the form received from the h4ultilateral Syslem; 

Access to plant genetic resources for food and agriculture iinder developnient, including 
malerial being developer1 by fmners, shall be at 'die discretion of its developer, diiriiig tlic 
period of' its development; 

cess to plant genetic resources for rood and a~giciiltui-e protected by in!ellectud and 
ier property rights shall be consistent with relevant international agreements, and wiih 

relevant national laws; 

Plant genetic resources for food and agi-icuiiure accessed iindcr the Muiiilaleral System 
a i d  conserved shall continue io be made availab!e to the Multilaleral System by the 
recipients of rime p h i -  genetic resonrces for food and agricultiire, nnder the ternis of 
this Treaty; and 

TVithout piejudice to the oilier provisions under th is  rirticle, the Contraciing Parties n p e e  
that access to plan-t geneiic resources for food and agricnlhire fonnd in in s i m  conditions 
will he provided according to iiaticnal legislation or, i n  tlie absence of siicli legislatiori, 
accordance with such stantlards as may b e  sel by the Governing 13ody. 

To this elfect, facilitated access, in accordance with Articles 11.2 a n d  12.3 above, ~11311 

vided pursuant to a standard material transfer agreement (hZTA), which shall be adoptecl by 
oveming Body and contain the provisions of Articles 12.3~1; d and  g, as well as tlre benefit- 

visions set forth in Article 1?:2d(ii) and other relevant provisions of this Treaty, and 
n that the recipient ofthe plant. gerletic resources for food and agriculture shall reqliire 
ditions oftlie MTA sha!: apply to tli? lransfcr of plant gcnclic resources for food antl 
o another person or entity, as well ns io any subseqil(-tit trailsfei-s of (Ilose ple~it 
irces for food and agi-icul!ir:e. 

iracting Parti-s sliall enstire tliat an oppor!iinity to 1-er:oilrse is availaljle, 
ii!i appiicable jurisdwtional reqriirements, tintier llieir g a l  systcins, i n  of  

.: 



13 - i~eriefit-sliariiig i n  ti le kin1tii:itmiI &t& 

13.1 'Tiic Contractirig Part ies recogiiize tlmt Iacilitatcd :icccss to plant gcnetic rcso~~rces  for- 
food aiid agriculture which are included i n  tlie Mu!tilattral System constitutes itselr a major 
bexf i t  of tlie Muliilaieral Systeiir anti agree that benefits accruing tirerefioiii shall be shared 
iairly and cquit-,bly in accordance with thc provisions of this Article. 

13.2 Tire Conkacting Parties agrce that bcnefits arising froni the use, incl!idiiig coninmercial, of 
plant gcnetic resources fer food snd agriculture under the ivlultilateral System sliall be s h e d  
fairly and equitably Ilirough the following nieclianisiiis: [lie excliange of inronnatioii, access to 
arid iransfer of tecluiology, capacity-building, and the sliaring of [lie bcncfits arising froin 
comniercialization, taking into aecounl tlie pi-iority activity areas i n  the rolliiig Global Plan or 
Action, under the guidance of tlrc Governing Body: 

(a) Excitringe of infomation: 

The Coii!mcting Pailics agrce lo make available inforn~alion which shall, infer d i c i ,  
cncontpass catalogues and invcntor-ics, iiifol-matioo uti tcchnologics, I csi11ts of tccluiical, 
scientific and socio-economic research, including characierizatioii, eva1tratio;l atid 
utilization, regarding those plant genetic rcsoiirces for food and agriculture under. the 
h4ullilateral System. Such infonnatioii shall be made available, where noii-confidmtial, . : . 
subject t o  applicable I C W  and in accordance with national capabilities. Such i i ifo&atioii .. 
s1i;ili be made available lo ai! Coiitractiiig Parties to this Treaty through the infoi@ioii 

I.'... .! system, provided f i r  in iil-ticle 17. 

! . .  .. ,. (b) &cess to aiid trmskr of icchnolygy . .  , 

. ,: ' 
.. 2 - ' .( 

I 

. . 

.. .- . 

;, 
.. - . .. 

/I, 

3 , .  1 ;I .. 
! ',; . .  

., : 
L.. , .: 

i '  

(i) Tliie Coiitractiiig Parties undertake to provitle and/or raaciiitale ace+ to i. 

genetic matcrial, tlre Contracting Parties sliall provide and/or facilitate acc I ss to 

tecIInoIogies for the conservation, characterization, evaliiatioii arid use o$ plant :. 
gcnetic resources for food and agriculture which a x  under tlle Multilaieral ;.. 
System. Recognizing rhat some technologies can only be transferred tlkuugli n: 

such teclmologies and genetic inaterial which is under the ivlullilaleral Sysi.cia. 
and to improved varieties and genetic nialerial develoiietl tlu-oiigli the use o f  plant 
genetic resources for food and agriculture under the Multilateral Systein, i n  
conformity with the provisions of N i c k  12. Access to these, technologies, 
iinproved varieties arid genetic material shall be provided aiidior facilitated, while 
respeciing applicable propei.ly rights arid access laws, and in. . .  accordance with 
national capabilities. 

Acccss to aiid iraiisfct of tecluiology to countries, especi;illy +o dcvelopiiig 
countries and countries wiilt economics in transition, din l l  be c a n i d  out througli 
a set of nleasut-cs, such as the eslabiisliinent and maintenance of, and 
participation in, crop-based themt ic  groups on utilization of plant geneiic 
resoiirccs for [god arid :@culture, all ~yppes of partiiership .in, research mid 
development and in commercial joint ventures relating to tlie material received, 
human ~csource t i ~ ~ ~ ~ O p l l i ~ l l ~ ,  a n d  effective access to research facilities. 

$ F 

(ii) 
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(iii) Access to iind transfer ofteclinology as relimed to in (i) and ( i i ]  abnve, including 
that protected by intellectual propeity rights, to developing countries that are 
Conhacting Parties, in particular least developed countries, and countries wiih 
ecoriomies in transition; shall be provided and/or facilitated under fair and most 
favoumbic tenns, in particular in tlie case or leclinologies for use in conscrvatioii 
as well a i  technologies for ilie I)enefit o f  rariiiers i l l  developing coiiii~i-ics, 
especially i n  least deve1oped coimtrics, arid counlries witii economies i n  
transition, inclilding on concessinnal and prerercntial terms where niotually 
agreed, inter din, tiirougli partnerships in r-esearch and i ie~~eiopment under 11ie 
Multilateral System. Such access and transfer sliali be provided on tenns which 
recopize and are consistent wdh t!ie adequate and effective protection of 
intellechial property Sg?its. 

Capaci&-hi$&hg 

Taking into account liie needs of developing countries and countries with economies i n  
wansition, as expressed tlirough tlie priority they accord to building capacity in  plant 
genetic resources for food aiid agriculture in their plans and pragranunes, when in place, 
in re'spect of those plant genetic resources for food and agriculture covered by the 
Multilateral System, the Contracting Parties agree to give priority to (i) establishing 
and/or strengthening pr'ogralnmes for scientific and technical education aiid training in 
coi-iservaiion and sustainable use of plant genetic resoirces for Food and ngriciiifure, (ii) 
developing a ~ i d  shengtI1eiiii;g facilities for conservation and siistniiiable use, of plant 
genetic resoltrces for food and agriculture, in particular in developing countries, and 
coulitries wit11 econoniies in transition, and (iii) cnnying ont scientific research 
preferably, and where possible, in developing countries and countries with eiqnomies in 
transition, in cooperation with institutions of such coliiitrkS, and deVe\opilig c~]Jacity for 
such research in fields whei-e they are needed. 

Siarina of nmietary and otlier benefits of c o m n ~ ~ i a l i z & ~ n  

(i) 

,:* 2,. 

. ,. 
The Contracting Parties agree, urider the Muliila!eral System, 10 take measures in 
order to achieve commercial benefii-sharing, througii tiie involvelnerit of tile 
private and public sectors in activities identified under tliis Article, tiirougli 
pai-inerships arid collaboration, including with the private secloi- in. deveicping 
countries and countries with economies in transition, ill research aiid teclinology 
dcvelopincnt; ,?.. 

The Contracting Parties agree that the siandard h'laterial Transfer Agreemelit 
referred to ir. Article 12.4 siroli iilclude a requirement that B recipiellt \VI10 

coinrnerciaiizcs a product that is a plant genetic resource (br food and agriculiure 
and that incorporales material accessed fi-om tile Multilateral System, shall p3.y to 
the meclianism referred to i n  Article !9.3f, an equitable sliar-e of the benefits 
arising from the commercialization of that product, excepc w11elIevkr snc1i a 

-produel is available without restriction to olhei-s for futlher research and preeding, 
in which case the recipient who cnmrnercinlkes shall he e t~co~iraged to make 
such payment. .: 

(ii) 

Ir 

., 
T?ie Goveining Body shall, a t  its first meeiing, detemiine tlie level, 'fomr and 
manner o f  tlie payment, i n  line wit!i commercial practice. The Governing Ilody 
n w  decide 1 0  esta.lilish diirereiit levels of paymrlit ror varirills categories 
recipients who commercialize si icl i  products; i t  lil11y ai50 decide oI1 tiid ne et^ io 
exempt f:mm si:& payments small farmers i l l  cIp,vc.ioping coilllt:-jes ill 
couI1iries wit11 ecmornies in transition. ?-le Cioverniiig notiy may, horn tirne to 
t i 1 ~  review 1e::els nf  payment witli a view in :icilieving cajr alld ~q,l!tii!i~e 
sllalilig c l f b e f ~ f i t ~ ,  and it iiiay also assess, ivil~iin a i>:rinc1 of five y e a i - ~ ~ ~ o n - l  (lie 



ertti-y into l'oi~ce of tilts Treaty, whetlicr the inactlatory paymenl requiremelrt itt tile 
MTA s!:all apply also in cases where such comiiierciaiizetl products are available 
witliout resiriction to oilicrs for further research and breeding. 

13.3 TIIC Coiitraciiirg I'arlics ngl-ee liint !~cricf?ts ai-isirig h r i i  !tic usc or l l ia l l t  genctic r -cso~~~ccs 
for food and agricii1ttit.c that are slinrcd uiitlcr tlrc Iviti1~ilalcr;rl Systeiii s l io i i l~ l  flow pi-i1iiat~ily, 
directly i1r.d iirdiiectly, to famers  in all countries, especially in developing countries, and 
countries with economies in transition, wlio conserve arid sustainably utilize piant gerreiic 
resources lor food and agriculturc. 

13.4 The Governing Body Sha!!, a! its first n m l i n g ,  consicier teievaiit IJUliCy and criieria for 
specific assislance under the agreed fundiiig slrategy cstablislied tinder Article 18 fur tile 
conservation of p h i i  genetic resources for h o d  arid agricitllure in developing countries, and 
couiitries with economies in [ransition %,!lose ccnlribution io the diversity of plant genetic 
resources fcr food and agriculiure in ihe Mullilateral System is significant and/or wliicli have 
special needs. 

13.5 Tlie Ccntraciing Parties recognize iliat [lie ability l o  fully impicmeril the Global Plan o r  
Actiori, in particular of developing countries niid countries wi!h econoniics in transilioii, will 
d e p d  largely upon tlie efl'eclive iriiplcii'c~iialiori of lltis Ariicle and of  ilic r i d i n g  stralcgy as 
prcvided in Article le. 

13.6 T h e  Contracting Pariies shall consider modalities or a strategy or  voluritaiy benefii- 
slraring contribuilons diereby Food Processing Industries that betielit firom plant geiielic 
resouices for rood and agiculture shall conkibute to the Mullilateral System. 

, ' .  

, Arficle 14 - Giohn! Flair ofAct io2  

Recogxizing that the rol!inz Global PI:m of Action for the Conservation and Sustainable 
TJsc: of Plant Genetic Resources for Food a id  Agricillture is important Lo this Treaty, Cantractitig 
Pariies sliould promote i t s  effeciive impicinentation, i~icluding ~lvougl! naiioiial ,actions aild, as 
appropc-iate, inlemationa! cooperation to prcvide a coherent f?taniework, irrler. d id ,  for 'capacity- 
building, technology transfer anti exc'nmgc of information, taking into accoutit the provisions o r  
hrLicle 13. 



(a) Plant genel-ic resources for food a n d  agi-iciilture listed i n  Anries I of this l rea ty  and held 
by the MRCs shall be made availahle in accorilancz with [lie provisions set oiit i n  Part IV 
of th is  Treats(. 

@) Plant .genetic resoiirces for food and :lgriciiltiire otlier tlian tlinse listed i n  Annex I of this 
Treatp and collected before. its entry into rorce ihat are hc!d iiy lAllCs shail be inadc 
available i n  accordance willi t l ie provisions of the MTA cun-enily i n  use pitrstlmt l o  
agreements between tlic IAilCs arid the FAO. This MTA sl~all l ie  ;~mendeci by the 
Governing Body no later t l i a i i  its second regu!nr scssioii, in consultation will1 the IAlZCs, 
in accordance with the r-elcvant provisions of tliis Tr~eaty, especially Arlicles 12 and 13, 
and under  tlie following conditions: 

nie IARCs shall periodically inform the Goveniing 13ody about [lie MThs en!vred 
into, according to a schedule to be established by the Governing b d y ;  

'The Corivacting Parties in whose territory the plant genetic resnttrces for root1 ant1 
agi-iculhire were collected kon! in sift, conditions shall be provided with samples or 
such plant genetic resources for food and agriculPJre on demand, withoiit any MTA; 

Benefits arising iindcr :lie above MTA that accme lo the n;eclianism mentioned i n  
Ai-tick 19.3f sliall be applied, in particiilnr, to the consei-vation and si1slainable nse 
of the plant genetic rtsonrces for food and agricultilre in quesfion, I~arliculnrIy in 
national and regional proganimes in developing countries and conntries will; 
esonornies in  tfiinsition, especially in  centres o f  diversity a n d  the  leas1 developed 
coiinli-ies; and  

The IAllCs shall take appi-opriate measures, in accordance with their capacity, to 
n-rairitain effective compliance with the conditiolls of iiie M T A ~ ,  and sliail 'promptiy 
i n i o n  tlie Governing Body of cases of non-conipliance. t 

IARCs recognize the authority of the Goveining Body to provide po1icy:guidance 
relr i i l ig :o e.x sirrr collect,ioiis held By them and suhjcct io the provisions of t l i is Treaty. 

' n e  scientific anJ technics!; facilities jn  which such CY si!~ collections are conserved shall 
remain under the authority of the JARCs, which nnderia1;e to manage and administer 

_- 
~ 

these ex s i tu  collections in accordance with iiitemationillly accepled standards, in 
particular tlie Genebank Standards as endorsed hy Ihe F A 0  Cornmission 011 Genetic 
Resources fo: Food and hgricullure. 

i 
Upon request by an JARC, tlic Secrelary &:I endeavnur to provide a11pro~riate technical 
su;l;iorl. 

The Secretary shall liase, a i  any tinit:, right of access to the facilities, as well as riglit to 
inspect all activities performed thereiii clirectly related to [lie conservatioii and ,exchnnge 
o f  the ~nateiial  covel-eri by flii,s ,4rticIe. 

w 
15.2 

If the orderly maintenance or  these ?.T shr collzciions lield by iARCs is iinpeded or 
threatened by whatever ei'ent, i o c l n i l i ~ ~ ~  fiii-ce majmrre, the Secreta!-;., with the approval 
of the  host country, shall assist i n  its e:axation or h-nlxfei., f o  the estentpossihte. 

'The Coniix!ing Pailies agt-ee io pro,'ide faciliiateti access i i i  j i lant  gcnetic res~~irces ibr 
food and ~gr i cu lh~ ie  in Annex 1 under the Afl!l! i latera: System lo ii'JtC:s or the CGlAR'that have 
signed agreements with the Governing nod:, iii nccordance with t!lis Ti-eaty. Suci1 centres shall 
he included in a list held by the Secre!my 1 0  lie m a d e  a\3ail;:l>lc I D  ti:; Conit-nciiirg i'ai-tics oi l  
request. 



15.3 The material olhcr tliaii tiiat listed in hiinex I, which is received and coilserved by IiiRCs 
after ilie coming into force of  this Trcaty, sliali be available for access OII terrus coiisistent with 
those riiutually agreed betweell the IARCs that receive the ninieiial and the countq of origiti or 
such resouxcs or the country that has acquired those r c s o ~ r c e ~  in  accordance with tlic 
Coiivaition ori Biolugical Divei-sity or otilcr opplicnble Ian~.  

15.4 Tlic Conti-acting Parties are ciicouraged to iiimvide 1ARC.s that have signed agreements 
with the Goveining Body with access, oil iiiulilally agreed terms, to plant genetic resources Tor 
food and agriculture not !isted in h i n e x  1 that x e  iiiiportmt to file pi-ogmnuiics and activi:ics ol' 
the IARCs. 

15.5 
hriicle with other relevant internatiorial inslitutions. 

Tile Govcniiiig Dody will also seek to establish agieeiiiciits far the purposes slated in [!lis 

Article JJ6 - Ii,tcrltalional_lllarat Genetic Rcsai~rces N e f w o r I ~  

i6.1 Existing cooperation in inteniational p!mL genetic resources for food and ngi-icullurc 
neb,vorks will !>e encouraged or developed oii tlie basis of existing arrangements and coiisisteiit witli 
tlie tenns of this Treaty, so as to achieve as coii1plete coverage as possitilc of p!arit genctic 
resources for food a i d  agricultlu-e. 

16.2 Tlic Conkacting Parties will eiicourage, as appropriate, 211 relevant institutions, inclui!ing 
govenimeiita!, private, aon-goverrlrileiilal, research, breeding aiid other institutions, to participate 
in the internatioiial networks. 

17.1 The Contracting h i l i e s  s!iall coopci-ate to deveiop and strerigthen n g!obal inlormation 
system to Cacilitate the excllange of infomiation, based on existing infoorniation systems, oii 
scieiilific,. tecliiical and eriviroiimental matters related io plar~i genetic resources for food and 
ag&uIture, with the expectation that such exchange of infomatimi wiil conkibutc to the sli'dng .. o f ,  
beiiefits by making infomidion on plant genetic resources for r~iod and agricullure avuileb!i Lo all 
Conkacting Parties. In devcloping the Global Information System, cooperaliorl will bc sdg$it 

% wit11 tlie Clearing House ~ e c i i a n i s m  of the Convention on Eioiogical Diversily. 1 .  . ,. 

17.2 Based on notification hy !lie Contracting Parties, early wwainiiig should be provicle4 about 
hazards that tlu-eaten the efficient mainlenance of plant genetic 1-esotirces Cor Iood and agriculture, 
with a view to safeguarding the material. 

17.3 The Contracting Parties shail coopcra!!c with the Coiiniiissioii oii Genetic Resoiircks for 
Food and Agi-ictiiiure of the FA0 in its periodic reassessment of the state of the world's\plant 
genetic resouices for food and agriculture iii order to facilitate the updating of the rolling G I X a I '  
Plan ofActioii rcrerred to in Article 14. 
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18.1 The ’ Coniractiiig Parties u~rderialce to iiiiplenieiil a r~!iding strategy for the 
iniplemeniatioii of this Treaty i n  accor(Iaiicc with the provisions of t l i i s  Arlicle. 

18.2 The objectives of the fiindirig strategy siiall be to enhance the availflhility, transparency. 
efficiency and effectiveness of the provision of financial resnurces to implenient activities iindet- 
this Treaty. 

18.3 In order lo mobilize funding for priority activiiies, plans and programines, in particular i n  
developing counti.ies and countries with economies ii i  tTansitioI1, and taking the Global Plan of 
Action into account, tire Governing Body slin!! pxiodically establisli a tnrget Cor such fimding. 

Pursuant to this furidii?z skategy: 

T ie  Coni1-acting Pairties shall take the necessary and nppropriate nieasures within t l i ?  
Governing Bodies of relevant iniernntional mechnnisnis, funds and bodies l o  ensure due 
priority and atiention to the effective allocation of predictable and agreed resources for 
the impkinentation o f  plans and prograninies under th is Treaty. 

Tlie extent to wliic!i Contracting Parties that are developing countries and Contracihg 
Parties wilh economies in transition will effectively implement their  conimitnieiits under 
th is  Tieaty will depend on the effective allocation, particuiarly by the devc!ope,d coiiniry 
Parties, of the reso:::ces referred to in this .&Tticle. Contracting Parties tliat a l e  developing 
countries and Cor.irecting Parties with economies in transition will accord due priority in  
their own plaris and pio,mam:nes to building capacity in plant genetic i-esoui-ces for food 
and zgi~ici:l~iire. 

Tile Conkacting Parties t1ia.t are, developed coiiniries also provide, nnd Cdntractir@ 
Parties that are tieveloping counh-ies and Contracting I’arties with econoniies ii<traiisition 
avail i1iemselvss of; finaixiai  resonrces for tiis impieineiitatioii of t l i is Treat; tlirougli 
biiatcral aiid regional and miil~iiatersl channels. Such cliannels s!lall incliide the 
rneclisiiism referred Lo i n  Arlicle 19.3f. 

Each Conti-acting Party ase-ees to undertake, and provide financial resources for naticiinl 
activities for the conservation and sustainable use oFplnnt geiielic resources for: food a11d 
agriculture in accordance with its national capabilihes a in i  financial resources. Tile 
financial resources provided shall not be used to ends inconnisicnt with this Treaty, in  

parficu1a:- in  areas related to international trade in cnmniodities. ; 

The Cmlrzcting Parlies ngxe that lliz filiancial benefits arising froiii Article ‘13.2~1 are 
part of the funding strategy. 

Vo!untary contributions may also be provided by Contractin!: I’arties, tile private sector, 
taking into account Ilie pi-o:’ii.iotis of Article 13, iioii-go\~elii!ilentnl organisations atid 
other sources. Tlie Contracting Parlies agree that  the Gniw-riing l b d y  sllall consider 
modalities of a strategy to promote siicli cnti~ril~i~tioiis; 

+ 

‘nie Coi:!racting Parties agree that priority will be given io :!IC i~il1~iementation of agreed 
plans and programn?es for farmerq in developing m!nitTies, esp :inlly in least developed 
couaii-ies, aiid in cminti-ies with ecoiiomies in ti-anzitiori, wIin COIISL‘I i c . a n r l  siistainably uiilize 
plant genetic resources for foc 



19.1 
Pau',ies. 

A Corwriiiig Uody cor this ?'!en!), is hereby cstablisltcd, coinposeil o l  all Coniiactiiig 

19.2 Ali decisions or [lie Governing Body siiall be taken by conseiisbis tinless by conseiisus 
anotlier method of a ~ i v i n g  at a decision 011 ccruiin nicasi-ires 'is rcadied, except that  C ~ I I S C I ~ S L I S  siiatl 
alivays be requit-ed i i i  relation lo A-ticks 23 aiid 24. 

19.3 
Trcaty, keeping in view its objectives, and, in parlicuiar, lo: 

The runclions of the G o v m i l i g  Body shall be to proiiiclte the full i ~ ~ i ~ ~ i e r i ~ c ~ i t a t i o r i  of tiiis 

provide pdicy direction and guidaiice to nioiiitor, and adopt such rccoiiimcridai/ons ns 
necessary for tlie implenientation ol' illis Ti-eaty and, in par'licular, fol- [lie operntiorl of (lie 
MulLiiateral System; 

adopt plins and p ro~s inmes  Cor the inii'lemmlatioii oriliis 'Treaty; 

adopt, ai  its f a t  session, and jicIiodicalijr review [lie fiiiiding strategy foor Ihc inipi"!~ientaiiori 
of tliis Treaty, in accordance with the provisions of hrlicle 18; 

adopt the budget ofthis Treaty; 

consider aiid establisii subject l o  tlie avaiisbilily ofnccessary fiiiids sticli siil~sidiary hodics as 
niay be necessary, and heir respective iiixndntes and coinposition; 

. .  

establish, as needed, a n  appropriate mechaiiisrii, such as a Trust Accuuni, for ieceiving 
and utihzing iirianciai resources that will accrue to it f a  purposes oT iinplementing !his 
Treaty; 

e s t a ~ i s ~ i  and main& coopeiation wil~i ot~ier relevant inieiiiational organizations aii t~:  weaiy 
bodies, includiig in paiiicular the Cunrercnce or 1l;e Parties to the Convention or1 Biological 
Diversily, on inailers covercd by this Treaty, iidudiiig their parhipation i n  the fuiiding 
s!ra tegy; 

consider aiid adopt, a5 required, nrnendments to this Treaty, in accordake witli [lie 
provisions ofl*-;riicle 23; 

consider and adopt, as required, ainendmcnis to annexes !o this Treaty, i i i  accordance with 
the provisions of Article 24; 

consider modalities o f  a sirategy to erxaurage voltuitaiy coiikibiiiioi~s, ill pairlicuiar, wjtii 
reference to Articles 13 and 18; 

pcrionn SUCII oilier functions as may be iiecessary for tile f u i ~ i n e n t  or the o'tljectivez of illis 
'Treary; 

rake nokc of relevant dccisioris of the Conlzrence of ilic Pa-ties to !]I- Convention on 
Biological Diversity and other relevant international organizaiic:is and ti-enlj' bodies; 

infomi, as nppi-opriate, the Conference of the Parties lo the Convention on Biological 
Diversity and  otlicr relevant intenx&oiinl organizations and treaty bodies of inatters 
regarding die iiiipleii:enktion or this Trcaiy; and 
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(n) approve tlie teims of zgreeinents wit11 tile rmcS ami oil!, r 'i~ieirf~~,~,iT~ciT"l!~~iliPii~g'lViier,i,riairp 
Ai tick 15, and review m d  amend the M'TA in Artick 15. 

19.4 Subject to A r t i c I ~  19.6, eacli Contracting I'arly sliall lime one vote and may l ie  
represented at  sessions c:f tlie Gweriiiiig Body 1))) a single (!eleg,ale wlio m a y  lie accoinpanieil !'y 
an alternate, and by experts and advisers. Allernates, expeils and advisers i i iay ! a h  part in I l i e  
proceedings of the Governing Body but m a y  nnt vote, exczpt i i i  tlie case of tlieii- being duly 
authorized to sulstitiite for !he dekgale. 

19.5 The United Nalions, it; specialized agencies and the iiiternal~onal Alornic Energy 
Agency, as well as any Stare not a Confracting Parfy to this Trealy, iiiay be repi-esenied as 
obsen7ers at  scssions of tlie Govcrriing Body. Any ollier body or agency, wlietlici- gotwnrnenlal 
or non-govemmental, qixtlified in fields relating to conservation and sustainable use of plant 
genetic resources for food and agric~ilticitlture, which has informed the Sesretarp of its wish to be 
represented as an observer at a session of the Governing Body, may be admitted i inless at least 
one third of tlie Conkacting Parties present object. The ah i s s ion  and pai'iicipalioii of observers 
sllall be subject to the Rules of Procedure adopted by the Governing Body. 

19.6 A Member Organization of FA0  that  is  a Conh-acting Pat-ty and the mcmber slates or  I l lat  
pdeniber Organization that are Contracting Parties sliall exei-cisc t l ieir niembersiiip riglits and T d l i I  
tlieir mcrnbersliip ohligations in accordance, nmfniis t i i i r tn~~dis, willi [lie Coiis!itu!ion and General 
Rules o f  FAO. 
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19.7 
financial ml-s rvhich shall not be inconsistent with this Treaty. 

'Ilx Governing Body shall adopt and ainertd, as required, ik o w i  Rules of Procedure and 

19.8 
necessaly to constitute a q:ion:m at any session of the Goveniing Body. 

19.9 "lie Governing Body shall hold regdar sessions a! leas1 once every lwo years. Tliese 
scssions sliould, as far as possible, be held back-to-back with the regiilar sessions of the Coiiiiiiissioii 
on Genetic Resouice:; for Food and Agr-iculhtre. 

19.10 Special Sessions of the Gover~~ing h d y  siinli be iield a t  siicli other times as ma); be 
deemed necessary by the Goveining Body, or at  the wilten reqiiest of a n y  Contracti~ig Party, 
provided flint fliis reqiicst is suppx!eri by a t  least one tliird o f t l i e  Con(nict!ng h r t i e s ,  

19.1 I 
refen-ed to as "the Bureau"), in confomii(y willi its Riiles of Procedure. 

The presence of clelegates representing a majority of ilie Coiitracling I'aities sliall be 

The Govei-iiing Body shall elect its Ciiaimerson and Vice-Cliairpersoi~s (collectively 

20.1 111e Secretary of ihe Goveining Bod;f shall he appointed hy the Director-Genera'l of FAO, 
with i!ic approval of t!ie Governing Body. 'flic Sect-ctary shall be assisted by such staff ns may be 
iequired. 

20.2 

(a) 

T ie  Secreloy shall perform the follirwing h i c i i o n s :  

n:?-at?ge ~OI- a d  provide oiliiiiiiisli-aIivc slipiiori f i ~ r  scssio~is n T  Ihc C o v c ~ i i i l i g  Ihitiy i ~ i d  To1 
any sobsidiaq bodies as tnay be eslalilisixd; 

assist !he Governing liody in ca iq ing  out i 01) 
specific tasks that the Govenimg h l y  may [le.: . .. 

(c) I-epoi? on its xlivitiesto tlie Govcmiilg 



The Goveniiiig Body sliall, ai iis &st meting, consider a i d  app:-ove cooperative BII:~ 

effective procedures a i d  operational nieclianisiiis to promole complimce wiii: ibe provisioris c!f 
this Treaty arid lo address issues of non-complia~~ce. These procedum and mechanisms shall 
include monitoring, mid offering advice or assih:ance, including legal advice or legal assisiailcc. 
iwhen needed, i n  particular to developing coui!idtS a i d  c o u k e s  wiih economies in lrailsltion. 

___- Article 2% - Se1tleiiiei;t orDi$putes 

22.1 
application ofthis Treaty, the parties coi icem~d sliall seek solidions by iiegoiiatioii. 

22.2 
good offices of, or reqiiest mediation by, a third paily. 

22.3 When ratifying, accepting, appi-ovi;ig or acccdiiig to lhis 'l'rcaty, or at m y  lime tlicreaRer, 
a Coiitrncting Party iiiay deciare i n  witi i ig to the De;)ositaiy that for n dispiite not resolved in 
accordance ;vIiii &tick 22.1 or iirticie 22.2 above, it accepts one or both or tire f o h v i n g  n;eans 
of dispute settlement as coiiipuiso~y: 

(3) Arbitratinn ill accordance tviiii tile procedure laid dowi io Pait I of hu!ieX 11 lo !Iiis 'Treaty; 

(b) Subniissioij of ihe disptite to ilie Iniemaliciial Cotlrt of Justice. 

22.4 If the partics to the dispute !lave ilot, iii accordaiice willi hiliclc 22.3 above, abccpted [lie 
soiiic or any procedure, tlic dispute shall be subinitled to concilintioii in zccordnnce w$Ii Part  2 of 
,kinex Il to this Treaty unlcsr. the parties ohenvise agree. . 

In the event of a dispute bct\vceii Coiiiractirig Parties concemiiig {lie iiilcrprctatioii or 

If Uie p d e s  coriceined cnruiot reach agreein-nt by iicgotiaiioii, they may joinlly seek the 

23.2 rlmeidiiieiib Lo this Trcaty shall be adopted at a session of (lie Goveniing Dody. 'Rie text of 
any proposed amendmcnt sliall be coiiiiiiiiiiicated to Coniracting Patties by the Secretaiy at least six 
muiitlis before l lx  sessiori at rviiicli it is pioposed for adoption. 
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Article 24 - Annexes 

24.1 
th i s  Treaty siiall consiiiuie ai t!ic same time a reference to any annexcs thereto. 

24.2 
amendment of aiinexes. 

The annexes to t h i s  Treaty slitill form an i n l e p l  pari or  i!iis Treaty i ind  a I-efei-eiice lo 

The provisions c,f Ai-ticl: 23 regarding amendments to ihis Treaty shail apply to the 

??lis Trzaty slid! be open for sipature a t  the FA0 from 3 I\iovemher 2001 lo 
4 November 2002 by a11.Members of  FA0 and any States lhat  are riot kfernliers of FA0 but are 
Members of the Urii:ed Nations, or m y  of its specialized agencies or of the l i~ter~iational Atomic 
Energy Agency. 

iioc Member!; of FA0 h t  a x  Lfeinbers of tlie Uiijted Nations, or a i i y  of its specialized agencies 
or of tlie International Atomic Energy Ageircjt frmi rlie dale on wl~irli the Ti-ealy is closed foi- 
signatiirc. Inst:-unimis of accession shall be deiiwited wit11 the Depnsii;iiy. 



Ai-iiclc 2 L i U j i t b e r  <Ii-puiz,aliuiis of !?/LO 

29.1 V,%en a Member Organization of FA0 deposits an inslittiiient or ratilicntion, acceptance, 
approval o i  accession Lor iliis 'rreaty, iiie h,Ietuber 01-ganintioti slia!~, in accordance Wit11 tilt 
piovisions of Ariicle 11.7 of tile FA0 Constitution, tloliry m y  cliange 'regh-diiig its distribiition or 
conipetence to ils declaration of competence submitted uiider hiliclc 11.5 of ille FA0 Constiiutiun as 
may be necessary in light of its acceplatice of this Treaty. Any Coiitractiiig Party to tliis Treaty may, 
at  m y  time, request a Meinber Organization of FA0 tliat is 1 Contracting I'ariy to this Treaty to 
provide infonnation as to which, as behvecu the Ivlember Organization and i ts  mcniber siates, is 
responsible fer t!ie iniplemmtation or  any particular tiiatter covered by this l'rea!y. The Menibti- 
Organization slid! provitic tliis iiironi~atio~i witliiii a reasoiiablc tiiiie. 

29.2 1nsim:iiciils of ratification, accepliince, approval, accessiori or wi t l i d ra :d ,  deposited by a 
hlciiiber Organization o f  FhO, shall not be coiiiitcd as additional to tliose deposited: by its 
Member States. 

No ieseinvtioiis m a y  be niacle lo !his Treaty 

Article 31 - P:oii-I3~&~ 

The Cmkacting Parlies sliall eiicourage m y  Member o r  FA0 at- otlicr State, not R 

Coiitracting Party to this Treaty, to accept t h i s  Treaty. 

- Ai-lick 32 - 3'i~hdmw:iis 

322 Aiiy Contractkg Party may at aiiy tiine aRer two years li-om the date oii which t!:is Treaty 
lias enteied i?to force for it,  notiCy the Depositary iii witiiig of its vithdrawal Gum tli is T&ity. " l i e  
Deposilaiy shall at once infomi all Coiih-acting Parlies. 

32.2 'iVi:i:drawai shall take effect one year from the date of receipt ortlie noiilicatioii, 

c;l'ti&c 33 - T e ~ m i l ~ !  

33.1 "iiis Treaty sliall be au!oniatically terminatkd if and wlien, as the resulk of witlidrewok, 
the number of Coritractiiig Partics drops below forty, unless the remaining Contracting .Parlies 
unaniinousiy decide otlicnvise. 

33.2 
Contracting Partic,i has droppcd to hi-iy. 

33.3 
niles to be adopied by llie Governing Body. 

The Dcpctsitaiy sliail inform all reiiiaiiiiiig Coutractiiig Parlies wlieii tile tiuriibcr oi' 

In the cvciii of teniiiiiiition llie disposition of assets shull be governed by the finaiicinl 





Brcadfmii 
Asparagus 
Oat 
Beel 
ni-nssica coinlilcx 

Pigeon Pca 
Clrickpea 
Cilrus 
Coconut 
Major aroids 

Carrot 
Yams 
Finger Millei 
Strawheny 
Sunflower 
Barley 
Sweet  Potalo 
Grass pea 
Lentil 
Apple. 
Cassava 
Banana !Plantain 
Rice 
Pearl Millet 
Beans 
Pea 
Rye 
Potato 
Eggj3I":lt 

Section luberosa included, cscepl Solaniinr plIlirejcl. 
Seclioii melongenn included. 

Breadh i t  only. 

Geiiera Poncir-iis a i d  Fu~-~iiiielIiz are iiicltdeil as iooi stock 

Major aroids iiicliide taro, cocopnr, dasliccn aiid ianiiia. 
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A W  iTR!!.'rlo N 

Article 1 

The claiinaiii party shall notif)! the Secrelaiy Ilia[ the p n r h  io Ilie dispuie are rehTirig i t  to 
arbitration pursuant io Article 22. Tlie notification shall state [lie subject-ioalter of arbitralion a i d  
include, in yarticuiar, t!ie articles 3f tliis Trealy; the iiiierpretatioci or applicaiion o f  which are ai 
issue. If the parties to the dispuie do not agree on tile subject inatler of tlie dispute b d a i e  the 
President oftlie tribunal is designated, the arbiltal lribunal shall deleiniine the subject mailer.  The 
Secretae sliall forsard the infomiation thus received to all Conlracting Parlies to this Treaty. 

Article 2 

1. In disputes between two parlies to t!ie dispuie, the arbitral tribunal slinll consist o f  ilirze 
members. Each of the parties to-the dispute shall appoint an arbitrator and the two arbilraiors so 
appointed shall designate by wininon agreement the third arbitrator who shalt be the President or 
the tribunal. Tlie !alter sliall no1 be a national of one of  t!ie parties l o  Llie dispute, nor have ;liis 01- 

her usual place ocresidence in tlie territoiy of one of these parties lo Llie dispu!e, nor be eiiiployed 
by any of tliem, nor have dealt willi the case in any other cspacity. ,*.- 

2. 
same inkrest shall appoint orie arbitrator joinlly by agreeinent. 

3. 

III dispuies between more tllen two Contracting Parties, parties to [lie dispute wiih the 

Any vacancy sliall b i  filled i n  tlie innnriei- prescribed for [lie initial apjioiiihiieiit. 

Article 3 

1. . If the President cf the 21-bitial lribuiial has not been desigilaled within two:monihs of the 
appoinhneiit of the secnnd arbitrator, the Direclor-Geiieral of FA0 shall, at  the request of 3 party 
to tlie dispute, designate the President within a further two-month period. 

2. I f  oiie of the parties to the dispule does not appoint an arbitmior witiiin iwo iiiont~is or 
:-eceipt of the reqilest, tlie other party m a y  Inform :he Direclor-General of FA0 who shall make 
the designation witliin a further two-inonlli period. 



flrticle 6 

Tlie arbitral tribonal may, a t  the reqncst of one of the parties tc the dispute, i -ecorni~~~od essentinl 
interim nicasor-es of protection. 

Article 1 

111~ parties to ~ l l e  dispute shall Facilitate Ilie work o l  ilie arbitral trihunal and, i n  prticular, using 
all means at ?heir disposal, shall: 

(a) 

(I?) 

Provide it with all relevant docuinents, inrormiitiori and facilities; and 

crlable it, uviien necessary, to call witnesses or experis and receive (heir- evidence. 

Rilicic 8 

nrc parlies to the dispute and (lie arbitralnrs are under an obligation to protect tile cnnfidentiaiily 
of any infomiation they receive in confidence during the proceedings of the artiitr-al tribunal. 

Ai-lick 9 

1Jnless the arl,ih-al tTiliunal determines ollietwise because of the particl1lak- circumslances of the 
case, the costs of the tribunal shall be borne by tlie parties to ihe dispute in equal $hares. The 
tribunal shall keep a record of all its costs, and shall furnisli a final slatelllent tliei-eof io the parties 
to the dispole. 

may 

, 



Ai-ticle 12 

Decisions bot!i on procedurc and subslalice of t l i ~  arbitral kibunal sliall be kikcii by a mijority 
vote o i i t s  niciiibers. 

Articlc 13 

lroiic oftlie parties to tlic dispute do2s imt appearbdore the arbitral triburial or fails to defend its 
case, the olliei- party may request the tribunal Lo continue the proceedings and to nialte its award. 
Absence of i! party to tile dispute or a failure @ f a  pai~ty to tiis dispute to defend its case s l h  not 
,colisii!ule a bar to the proceedings. Berore r-endcring its flnal decision, tlie ai  bitral tribuiial must 
satisry itself that tlie claim is well Founded in facl and laiv. 

Article 14 

Tlie b-ibimd slid1 reiider ik . h l  decision within fivc uroliths or the dale on which il i s  fully 
constilnted unless i t  finds i t  necessary to exteni tlic time-limit for a period wliicli sl~ould not 
exceed five iiiore inoiitlis. 

Article 15 

Tlie final decision of the arbitla1 iribuiial shall be confined io Llic subject-matter of the dispulc 
and sliall stale ihe reasons 011 wliicli it is based. It shall coiitain the names of the meinbers who 
have participated and the date of the final decision. Any member of the tribunal may attach a 
separate 01- disscuting opinion to the final decision. 

Adicle IG 

The award sha!l be binding on the parties to the dispute. It sllall be without appeal unless the 
patties i o  the dispute iiavr: ogreed in advance t o  an appellate procedure. 

&!isle 17 

Ariy ccnhoversy wiiicli may arise between the parties to the dispute as regards the inlerpretatioii 
or manner of implementetioii of the final decision may be subniitted by either party to the dispute 
for decision to tiiz arbitral tribunal ivhicli rendered it. 
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corwxdIA'ncm 

Article I 

A conciliation commission skiall be crealed upon the request or one o f  llie parties lo the dispute. 
The commission sliail, unless the parties to the dispute o!henvise agre6, be coinposed of five 
members, two appointed by each party concerned and a President 'chosen joiriily by those 
members. 

Article 2 

In dispuies bshvecn more tlmi two ConIracling Parties, parl ies to the disp:ite with the same 
interest d ~ t i l  ap[~olnt their members of the coinmission jointly by ngreeii-lent. Wlicre iwo or morc 
parties io the dispute have separaie interests or !liere is a disagreemeiif as to whelher iliey are of 
ilie same interest, they shall appoint their members separately. 

Article 3 

If any appointments by  the pa:-ties to the dispiiie arc not iiiatle within two monll~s of the date of 
tile request io create a conciliation commission, the Director-General of FA0 siiall, i f  nsked to do 
so by the party to the dispute that made the request, inake !hose appointnreiits within a fiirtlier 
hvo-rnorith period. 

Article 4 

If a President of the conciliation cornmission lias not been c!ioscn wilhiii iwo months of ihe last 
of the members of the commission being appoinled, the Direclor-Geiieml oTI:,40 shall, if asltcd 
io do so by a pafly to the dispute, designate a President within a fill-flier two-iiionlli period. 

Article 5 

The conciliation commission shall take its decisions by majoriiy vote of its members. I t  shall, 
urilsss the parties to the dispute othei-wise agree, deiennine its own procedure. It shall' render a 
proposal for resoliition of the dispute, which the paflies shall consider in good faith. 

A disagreement as to whether (lie coriciliaiion conmission has  conipc!ieiice s l i a l l  l ie decided bp 
the commission. 



i 

CO?iA AXfiNI ' ICA CEII?'IFlCADA del Tralado 'Iiiteri~acioiinl S O ~ J - ~ ?  10s llcciirsos Filogeii6tico.s 
para l a  Rlimentaci6n y la Agricultura, ap~obotlo por 13 Conl'ei-aicia de la F A 0  CII  stI 31 periodo de 
xs io i i cs  en Iloma el 3 de novieriibre de 2001, cuyo original sc ha tleposilado mile el Director General 
de la Orgaiiizaci6ii de Ins Nacioiies Uriiclas 1x11-a la Agi-icultura y la  A11111enl~ciOi1. 


