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THIRTEENTH CONGRESS OF ) ERILE OF FHE SECRETARY

THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES )
Second Regular Session 1)

. & WRZ20 74T
SENATE

RECEIVED BF fo
COMMITTEE REPORT NO:. &8

Submitted jointly by the Committees on ¢ e nt and Constitutional
Amendments, Revision of Codes and Laws on ﬁ % m mg .

Re : House Bill No. 884
Recommending the approval of the bill with amendments.

Sponsors : Senators Lim and Gordon

MR. PRESIDENT:

The Committees on Local Government and Constitutional Amendments, Revision of
Codes and Laws, to which was referred House Bill No. 884, introduced by Representatives
Ecleo, Barbers, Macias I, De Venecia, Amante, Banaag, Falcon, Pichay, Beltran, Cua (G.),
Gidaya, Hataman, Madamba, Magsaysay (E.), Mariano, Noel, Tomawis, Valdez, Abubakar,
Amin, Arbison, Dilangalen, Amatong, Antonino-Custodio, Baculio, Badelles, Barinaga,
Cabilao, Cari, Cagas, Jalosjos-Carreon, Cerilles, Datumanong, Dimaporo, Espina, Estrella
I, Figueroa, Garcia (V.), Guingona lil, Gullas, lpong, Jalosjos (C.), Jaraula, lLagbas,
Macarambon, Malanyaon, Martinez, Olafio, Petilla, Ramiro, Real, Romualdo, Salapuddin,
Soon-Ruiz, Talifio-Santos, Uy (R.), Villafuerte, Chatto and Jala, entitled:

“AN ACT CREATING THE PROVINCE OF DINAGAT ISLAND”

have considered the same and have the honor to report.it back to the Senate, recommending
its approvat with the following amendments:

1. As an omnibus amendment, add letter “S” every time the word “Island” appears, In
reference to the name of the proposed Province. Hence, the name of the new
province shall be “THE PROVINCE OF DINAGAT ISLANDS”;

2. Onpage 3, from line 22 to line 25, delete the entire paragraph;
3. Onpage 17, between lines 15 and 16, insert the following paragraph:
“(A) ADOPT MEASURES 'AND SAFEGUARDS AGAINST POLLUTION AND

FOR THE PRESERVATION OF THE NATURAL ECOSYSTEM IN THE PROVINCE,
IN CONSONANCE WITH APPROVED STANDARDS ON HUMAN SETTLEMENTS

AND ENVIRONMENTAL SANITATION,;
4. Renumber the paragraphs from line 16 in page %%7 t line 21 in page 19;

5.  On page 23, line 21, delete the word “two”, and in lieu thereof, insert the word
“FIVE";



On page 53, line 15, delete the phrase “affected areas” and in lieu thereof, insert the
phrase “PROVINCE OF SURIGAO DEL NORTE",

On page 53, line 19, before the period (.), add the phrase “AND THE SEVEN
MUNICIPALITIES BEING PROPOSED TO COMPRISE THE PROVINCE OF

DINAGAT ISLANDS";

On page 54, line 3, delete the phrase “effectivity of this Act” and in lieu thereof, insert
the phrase “COMMENCEMENT OF CORPORATE EXISTENCE OF THE
PROVINCE, AS PROVIDED FOR IN SEC. 51 HEREOF™;

On page 54, line 12, delete the phrase “effectivity of this Act” and in lieu thereof,
insert the phrase “COMMENCEMENT OF CORPORATE EXISTENCE OF THE

NEW PROVINCE";
Amend the title of the bill to read as follows:

“AN ACT CREATING THE PROVINCE OF DINAGAT ISLANDS”

Respectfully submitted:

D J. GORDON AEF%iﬂcéO S. LIM

Chairman Chairman

Committee on Constitutional Amendments, Committee on Local Government
Revision of Codes and Laws Member, Committee on Constitutional

Member, Committee on Local Government Amendments, Revisions of Codes and Laws

Vice Chairpersons:

AQUILINO Q. PIMENTEL, JR,

Committee on Congtitutional Amendments, Committee on Local Government
Revision of Codes and Laws Minority Leader, Ex-officio Member

Member, Committee on Local Government

Members:

RAMON B. MAGSAYSAY, JR.

Committee on Local Government Committee on Local Government
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RALPH G. REETO “COMPANERA” PIA S. CAYETANO

Committee din Local Government Committae on Local Governiment
on Constitutional Amendments, Committee on Constitutional Amendmenits,
evision of Codes and Laws Revision of Codes and Laws
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THIRTEENTH CONGRESS -

CONGRESS OF THE PHILIPPINES }
First Regular Session

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

H. No. 884

BY REPRESENTATIVES ECLE@, BARBERS, MACIAS I, DE VENECIA, AMANTE,
BANAAG, FALCON, PICHAY, BELTRAN, CUA (G.), GIDAYA, HATAMAN,
MADAMBA, MAGSAYSAY (E.), MARIANO, NOEL, TOMAWIS, VALDEZ,
ABUBAKAR, AMIN, ARBISON, DILANGALEN, AMATONG, ANTONINO-
CUSTODIO, BACULIO, BADELLES, BARINAGA, CABILAO, CARI, CAGAS,
JALOSLOS-CARREON, , CERILLES, 'DATUMANONG,  DIMAPORD, ESPINA,”
BsTRELLA 111, FIGUER®A, GARCIA (V.), GUINGONA TII, GULLAS, IPONG,
IaLosios (C.), JARAULA, LAGBAS, MACARAMBON, " MALANYAON,
MARTINEZ, OLANO, PETILLA, © RAMIRO, REAL, ROMUALDO,
SALAPUDDIN, SOON-RUIZ, TALINO-SANTOS, UY (R.), VILLAFUERTE,
CHATTO AND JALA )

T

AN ACT CREATING THE PRbVINCE OF DINAGAT ISLAND

Be it enacted bi) the Senate and Housé of 'Répresentatives of the Philippines in

Congress assembled: )

ARTICLEI
GENERAL PROVISIONS

SECTION 1. Title. ~ This Act shall be known as the “Charter of the
Province of Dinagat Island.” |

SEC. 2. Province of Dinagat Island. — There is hereby created a new
province from the present Province of Surigao del Norte to be known as the
Provincg of Dinagat Island consisting of the municipalities of Basilisa, Cagdianao,
Dinagat, Libjo (Albo:r& Loreto, San iJose and Tubajon with the following

1t i
) NI
boundaries:
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Bounded on the North, starting ﬁ'om:_the desolation point is Surigao Strait;
on the East by the Philippine Sea; on the South-East by Dinagat sound; on the
South by Gaboc Channel and Nonoc Island; on the South-West by Awasan Bay,
Hanigad Island and Hikdop Island; and on thp West by Surigao Strait.

The geographic positions of four (4) Eelectcd outer most points of the main

istand of the new Province of Dinagat Island, with latitude and longitude are as

follows:
SELECTED OUJER
MOST POINTS LATITUDE LONGITUDE REMARKS
(1) Northern most Point 10°28°15.6173" 125"42’23.5890” Desolation Point
(2) Eastern most Point 9"531‘37. 16577 12‘5"{12’20.34] 7" Along Di’nagat Sound

(3} Southern most Point  9°51°12.0722”  125°39°51.1642”  Along Gaboc Channel
4@ Western most Point 10°08°14.3014” 15@”28’16.6544” Tungo Point

The Province of Dinagat Island contains an approximate land area of eighty
thousand two hundred twelve he.‘ctares (80,212), has.} or 802.12 sq. km. more or less
including Hibuson Island and iapproximatcf]y foriy-seven (4'?) islets under the
jurisdiction of the municipa!ities"that comprisé the new province.

The foregoing provision shall be without prejudice to the resolution by the
apptopriate agency or forum of existing bour':dary disputes or cases involving
questions of ‘territorial jurisdiction betweeni ‘the Province of Dinagat Island and
adjoiniﬂg local government units (LGUs)  Provided, That the territorial
jurisdiction of the disputed area or areas shall remain with the LGU, which has
existing administrative supervision over sa:d ar\ea or areas until resolution of the
case. | |

SEC. 3. Capital Town and Seat of Government. — The capital town and
seat of government of the new Province of Dinagat Island shall be the Municipality
of San Jose. ‘

SeC. 4. Corporate Powers of the Province. — The province constifutes a
political body corporate and as lsuch is endow?ﬁ \gyith the attributes of perpetual
succession and possessed of the powers which pertain fo a provincial corporation

to be exercised in conformity with the provision of this Charter. The province shall

have the following corporate powers:
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(a) To have a continuous succession m its corporate name;

(b) To sue and be sued;

(¢) To have and use a corporate seal;

(d) To acquiré, hold and convey real or personal property;

{e) To enter into contracts and agrecméllts; and

{f) To exercise such other powers, prerogatives or authority, subject to the
limitations provided in this Act or other lgws. ‘

) SEC. 5. Generat Powers. — The province shall have an independent and
common seal and may alter the same at its pleasure. It shall exercise the powers 1o
levy taxes; to close and open roads, streets, alléys, parks or squares; to take,
purchase, receive, hoid, lease, convey and dispose of real and personal property for
the general interests of the province; to expropriate or condemn private property for
public use; to contract and to be pontracted with, Ito sue and be sued; to prosecute
and defend to final judgment andi execution suitswwh‘efein the province is involved
or interested in; and to exercise all the powers as" are granted to corporations or as
hereafter granted. | X

SEC. 6. Liability for Damages. — The Ei:urovin'ce: and its officials shall not be
exempt from liability for death or injury to pelfson"é or damage to property.

SEC. 7. Legislative Dz‘st;’z‘ct. - The Province of Dinagat Island shall
constitute one, separatp 1egisle?;ive district to iéommence in the next national
election after the effectivity of this Act.

The First and Second Legislative Districts of the Province of Surigao del
Norte shall remain intact, including the LGUs comprising each disirict, and except
for the municipalities indicated in Section #1 hereof, shall not in any way be
affected by the creation of such new legislative district.

ARTICLE I
PROVINCIAL OFFICIALS IN GENERAL
SEC. 9. Officials of the Provincial Government. — (A) There shall be in the

Provincé of Dinagat Island, a governor, a vice governor, members of the

]

_sangguniang panlalawigan, aff'sgcretary to tﬁp sangguniang panlalawigan, a

provincial treasurer, a provincial assessor, a provincial budget officer, a provincial

planning and development coordinator, a provincial engineer, a provincial health
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officer, a provincial civil registrar, a provincial administrator, a provincial legal
officer, a provincial agriculturist, a provineial social welfare and development
officer, a provincial environmeﬁt and nat{iral resources officer, a provincial
veterinarian, a provincial general services ofﬁ::er, a provincial cooperatives officer,
and a provincial accountant. |

(B) In addition thereto, the governor may appoint a provincial architect, a
provincial population officer z%nd a provincial information officer.

\ (C) The sangguniang panlalawigan ma}:

(1) Maintain existing offices not mentioned in subsections (a) and (b}
hereof; |

(2) Create such Omer'ofﬁces as may be necessary to carry out the purposes
of the provincial government; or ) '

(3) Consolidate the functions of any- office with'thos‘e of another in the
interest of efficiency and economy. \

Unless otherwise pr ov1ded herein, heads of departments and offices shall be
appointed by the provmcml governor with the concurrence of a majority of the
sangguniang panlalawigan mexnbers, subje‘ct to civil service law, rules and
regulations. The sangguniang panlalawigan-shall act on the appointment within
fifteen (15) days from the day, of its subn;,issi\on, otherwise, the same shall be
deemed confirmed. ’

SeC. 10.  Residence and Office. — f)ui‘ing the incumbency of the governor,
he shall have his official residence and office in the designated.capital of the
province. All elective and appointive provmmal officials shall hold office in the
provincial capital:  Provided, That upon the resolution of the sangguniang
panlalawigan, elective and appoiniive provincial officials may hold office in any
component city or municipality within the province for a period of not more than

seven days for any given month,
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ARTICLE IIf
BLECTIVE PROVINCIAL OFFICIALS

SEC. 11, The Provincial Governor. - (A) The provincial governor, as the
chief executive of the provincial governmént, shall exercise such powers and
perform such duties and functions as provided for in the Local Government Code
of 1991 and other laws.

‘ (B) For efficient, effective and economical governance, the purpose of
which is the general welfare of the province and its inhabitants pursuant to Section
16 of the Local Government Code of 1991, the provincial governor shall:

(1) Exercise general supervision and control over all programs, projects,
services and activities of the provincial government and, in this connection, shall:

{(a) Determine the guidelines of provincial policies and be responsible fo
the sangguniang panlalawigan for the program of the government;

(b} Direct the formulation of the provincial development plan, with the
assistance of the provincial development council and, upon approval thereof by the
sangguniang panlalawigan, implement the sémc.;

(¢c) Present the p;ograrp of government and propose policies and projects
for the consideration of the sangguniang panlalawigan at the opening of the regular
session of the sangguniang panlalawigan every calendar year and as often as may
be deemed necessary as the general welfare of the inhabitants and the needs of the
pro%zincial govemment may require;

(d) Appoint all officials and employees whose salaries and wages are
wholly or mainly paid out of provincial funds and whose appointments are not
otherwise provided for in this Act as well as those he may be authorized. by law to
appoint;

{e) Represent the province in all its business transactions and sign on its
behalf all bonds, coniracts ;and obligations; jand such other documents upon
authority of the sangguniang panlalawigan or pursuant to law or ordinance;

* {f) - Carry out such emergency measures as may be necessary during and in
the aftermath of man-made and natural disasters or calamities;

() Determinel the time, manner and place of payment of salaries or wages

of the provincial officiais and employees, in accordance with law or ordinance;
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(h) Allocate and assign office spaée to provincial and other officials and
employees who, by law or ordinance, are en%itled to such space in the provincial
capitol and other buildings owned or leased b); the pros;incial government;

(i Ensure that all executive officials and employees of the province
faithfully discharge their duties and functions as provided for by law and the Local
Government Code of 1991, land cause to b‘i instituted adrministrative or judicial

proceedings against any official or émp]oyiée of the province who may have

- committed an offense in the performance of his official duties;

4) ~lj1xamine the books, records and other documents of all offices,
officials, agents or employees of the province and, in aid of his executive powers
and autherity, require all national officials and employees stationed in the province
to make available to him such books, records and other documents in their custody,
except those classified by law as confidential;

(k) Fumish the Office of the Président copies of executive orders issued by
him within seventy-two (72) hours after their issuance;

(I} Visit component citiés and rnuniqipaﬁties of the province at least once
every six months to deepen his.understanding of problems and conditions, listen
and give appropriate counsel to local officials and inhabitants, inform the officials
and inhabitants of componenﬁ!- cities and municipalities of general laws and
ordinances which especially concern them; and otherwise conduct visits and
inspections to ensure that the governance of the province will improve the quality
of life of the inhabitants; ” -

(m) Act on leave applications of officials and employees appoinied by him
and the commutation of the monetary value of their leave credits in accordance
with law; ‘

(n) Authorize official trips of provincial officiais and employees outside of
the province for a period not exceeding thirty (30} days;

(o) Call upon any natigr}al official or er??}al?yee stationed in or assigned to’
the ﬁrovince to advise him on matters affe"c:;tiﬁig the province and to make
recommendations thereon; coordinate - with said official or employee in the
formulation and implementation of plans, programs and projects; and, when

appropriate, initiate an administrative or judicial action against a national
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government official or employee who mayjhave committed an offense in the
performance of hi$ duties while stationed in or“assigned to the province;

(p) Authonze payment for medical care, neccssary transportation,
subsistence, hospital or medical fees of provincial officials and employees who are
injured while in the performance of their official duties and functions, subject to
availability of funds; ‘

— (@) Represent the provx'ncé in inter-provincial or regional sports councils or
committees, and coordinate the efforts of comﬁ;onent cities or municipalities in the
regional or national palaro or sports development activities;

(r} Conduct an annual palarong paﬁlalawigan, which shall feature
traditional sports and disciplinesl included m nationai and international games, in
coordinaton with the Departmentlof Education; and

(s) Submit to the Office >of the President the following reports: an annual
report containing a summary .Of all mat}t:ers‘]: pertinent to the management,
administration and development of the pro‘ivingc and all information and data
relative to its political, social ar;d economic c;on!ciitions; and supplemental reports
when unexpected events and situations arise: ‘at any given time during the year,

H

particularly when man-made or natural disasters!, or calamities affect the gencral
welfare of the province, region or country. "

(2) Enforce all laws and ordinances relative to the governance of the
province and the exercise of the appropriate corporate powers provided for in
Section 22 of the Local Government Code of 1991; implement all approved
policies, programs, projécts, services and activities of the province and, in addition
to the foregoing, shall:

(a) Ensure that the acts of the component cities and municipalities of the
province and of its officials and émployees are within the scope of their prescribed
pbwers, duties and functions;

{b) Call conventions, clzﬁnferences, senﬁﬁti‘}e!iri? or meetings of elective and
appointive officials of the province and its component cities and municipalities,
including national officials and employees stationed in or assigned to the province,
at such time' and place’ and on such subject as he may deem important for the

promotion of the general welfare of the province and its inhabitants;
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(c) Isste such executive orders for the faithful and appropriate
enforcement and execution of laws and ordinances;

(d) Be entitled to carry the necessary firearm within his territorial
jurisdiction; |

(e} In coordination with the mayors of‘component cities and municipalities

and the National Police Commission, formulate tﬁe peace and order plan of the

province and, upon its approval, implement the same in accordance with Republic

" Act No. 6975, otherwise known as the Philippine National Police Law; and

(f) Call upon the appropriate national law enforcement agencies fo
suppress disorder, riot, lawless violence, rebellion or sedition, or to apprehend
violators of the law when public interest so requires and the police forces of the
component city and municipality where the disorder or violation is happening are
inadequate to cope with the situation or the violators.

(3) Initiate and maximize the generdﬁoﬁ of resources and revenues, and
apply the same to’the implementation of development plans, programs, objectives

and priorities as provided for under Section 18 of the Local Government Code of

1991, particularly those resources and reveﬁﬁes_progrmnmed for agro-industrial

development and countr';y~wide growth and progress and, relative thereto, shall:

(a) Require each head of an office or de]:iaftment to prepare and submit an
estimate of appropriations for the ensuing calendar year, in accordance with the
budget preparation process under Title V, Book II of the Local Government Code
of 1991; - o

(b} Prepare and submit to the sangguniang panlalawigan for approval the
exeeutive and supplemental budgets of the province for the ensuing calendar year
in the manner provided for under Title V, Book II of the Local Government Code
of 1991; .

{(c) Ensure that all taxes and other revenues of the province are collected,
and that .provincial funds are applied to the paylil'?‘enz,t of expenses and settlement of
obligations of the province, in accordance with law or ordinance;

(d) Issue licenss and permits and suspend or revoke the same for any

violation of the conditions upon which said licenses or permits had been issued,

pursuant to law or ordinance;
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(e Adopt adequate measures to safegué.rd and conserve land, mineral,
marine, forest and other resources of the province, in coordination with the mayors
of component cities and municipalities;

(f) Provide efficient and effective property and supply management in the
province; and protect thie funds, credits, rights and other properties of the province;
and , :

{g) Institute or cause to be instituted administrative or judicial proceedings
for violations of ordinances in the collection of taxes, fees or charges, and for the
recovery of funds and property, and cause the province to be defended against all
suits to ensure that its interests, resources and rights are adequately protected.

(4) Ensure the delivery of basic services and the provision of adequate
facilities as provided for under Section 17 of the Locai Government Code of 1991
and, in addition thereto, shall:

(a) Ensure that the construction and repair of roads and highways funded
by the national government shall be, as far as practicable, carried out in a spatially
contiguous manner and in coordination with the construction and repair‘ of the
roads and Bridges of th>» province and of its component cities and municipalities;
and

(b) Coordinate the implementation of technical services by national offices
for the province and its compopent cities a{xd municipabties, including public
works and infrastructure programs of the provix'aci‘ai ‘government and its component
cities and municipalities. ‘ ‘

(5) Exercise such other powers and perform such other duties and
functions as may be prescribed by law or ordinances.

(C) The provincial governor shall receive a minimum monthly
compensation cortesponding to Salary Grade Thirty (30) prescribed under
Republic Act No. 6758, otherwise known as the Salary Standardization Law and its
implementing guidelines.

SEC. 12.  The Vice Governor. -- {A) The vice governor shall:

(1) Be the presiding officer of the sangguniang panlalawigan and sign ail
watrants drawn on the provinci%l treasury for al}‘e};p'gnditures appropristed for the

‘ o
operation of the sangguniang panlalawigan;
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«(2) Subject to civil service law, rules. and régulations, appoint all officials
and employees including the secretary of the sangguniang pantalawigan, except
those whose manner of appointment is specifically provided under existing laws;

(3) Assume theoffice of the governor for the unexpired term of the latter in
the event of permanent vacancy as provided for in Section 44, Book I of the Local
Government Code of 1991; ‘ k

(4) Exercise the powers and perform ,\-thé duties and functions of the
governor fn cases of tempordry vacancy as proigided for in Section 46, Book 1 of
the Local Government Code of 1991: and '

(5) Exercise such other powers and perform such other duties and
funcacnms as may be prescribed by law or ordinance.

(B} The vice governor shall receive a mé:mth]y compensation corresponding
to Salary Grade Twenty-eight (28) as prescribed under Republic Act No. 6758 and
the implementing guidelines issued pursuant thereto.

ARTICLE IV

THE SANGGUNIANG PANLALAWIGAN

SEC. 13. Compésiﬁon. — (A) The sangguniang panlalawigan, the
legislative body of the provinc;;,, shall be composed of the provincial vice governor
as presiding officer, the regular sangguniang panlalawigan members, the president
of the provincial chapter of the lige ng mga barangay, the president of the
panlalawigang pederasyon ng mga sangguniang. kabataan. the president of the
provincial federation of sanggunian members . of component cities and
municipalities and the sectoral representatives, as members.

(B) In addition thereto, there shall be three sectoral rept;esentatives: one
from the women; and as shall be-determined by the sangguniaﬁ concerned within
ninety (90) days prior to the holding of the local elections, one from the
agricultural or industrial workers; and one from the other sectors, including the
urban poor, indigenous cultural communities or disabled persons.

(C) The regular members of the sangguniang panlalawigan and the sectoral
representatives shall be elected in the manner as provicied for by law, and shall
receive a monthly compensation corresponding to Salary Grade ’fwenty—seven 27

as prescribed under Republic Act No. 6758 and 1}9; implementing guidelines.
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SEC. 14.  Powers and Functions. — (A) The sangguniang panlalawigan, as
the legislative body of the province, shall ena;ct ordinances, approve resolutions
and appropriate funds for the gencral welfare of the province and its inhabitants
pursuant to Section. 16 of the Local Govemment Code of 1991 and in the proper
exercise of the corporate powers of the province as provided for under Section 22
of the Local Government Code of 1991, and shall:

(1) Apprdve all ordinances and pass resolutions necessary for an efficient
and effective provincial government and, in thzs connection, shall:

(a) Review a}l ordinances approved by the sanggunians of component
cities and municipalities and executive orders issued by the mayors of said
component units to determine whether these are within the scope of the prescribed
powers of the sanggunian and of the mayor; |

(b) Maintain peace and order by enacting measures o prevent and suppress
lawlessness, disorder, riot, violence, rebellion or sedition, and impose penalties for
the violation of said ordinances; C

{c) Approve o.linances imposing a fine not exceeding Five thousand
pesos (P5,000.00) or imprisonrggnt not cxc‘ced.ing one year, ot both, at the
discretion of the court, for the violgition of a provincial ordinance;

(d) Adopt measures to protect the inhabitants of the province from the
harmful effects of man-made or natural disasters and calamities, and to provide
relief services and assistance to viétims during and in the aftermath of said disasters
or calamities and their retumn to préiductive livelihood following said events;

(e) Enact ordinances intended to prevent, suppress and impose appropriate
penalties for habitual drunkenness in public places, vagrancy, mendicancy,
prostitution, establishment and maintenance of houses of ill repute, gambling and
other prohibited games of chance, fraudulent devices and ways to obtain money or
property, drug addiction, maintenance of drug dens, drug pushing, juvenile
delinquency, the printing, distribution or exhibition of obscene or pornographic
materials or publicatioﬁs, and such other activities|inimical to the welfare and
morals of the inhabitants of the province; ;

(f) Protect the environment and 1mpose appropnatc penalties for acts

3
which endanger the environment, such as dynamlte fishmg and other forms of
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destructive fishing, i Hegai logging and smugg!mg of logs, smuggling of natural
resources products and of endangered species of flora and fauna, slash and burn

farming, and such ot'er activities which result in pollution, acceleration of

+ eutrophication of rivers and lakes, or of ecological balance;

(g) Subject to the provision of the Local Government Code of 1991 and
pertinent laws, determine the powers and duties of officials and employees of the
province;

(h) Determine the positions and salaries, wages, allowances, and other
emolumeuts and benefits of officials and cfnployées paid wholly or mainly from
pro'vincial funds, and provide for expenditures ﬁecessary for the proper conduct of
programs, projects, services and activities of the provincial government;

(i) Auvthorize the payment of compensation to a qualified person not in the
govemment service who fills up a temporary vacancy, or grant honorarium to any
qualified official or employee designated to ﬁll a temporary vacancy in a
concurrent capacity, at the rate authorized by ]aw

(1) Provide mechamsm and the appropnate funds therefor to ensure the
safety and protection of ali pmvmmal government property, public documents or
records, such as those relating to property invent;)ry, land ownership, records of
births, marriages, deaths, dssessments taxation, accounts business permits, and
such other records and documents of public Interest in the offices and departments
of the provincial government; ‘! 7

(k) When the finances of the provincial government allow, provide for
additional allowances and other benefits to judges, prosecutors, public elementary
and high school teachers, and other national government officials stationed or
assigned to the province; | ‘

() Provide legal assistance to provincial and mumcipal qfﬁcials including
the members of the provincial police who, in the performance of their official
duties or on the occasi:n thereof, have to initiate judicial proceedings or defend
themselves against legal actions. The sangguniang panlalawigan may authorize the
provincial governor to engage the services of privta‘itef:counsel for this purpose; and

(m) Provide for group insurance or additional insurance coverage for all

officials, including members of barangay tanod brigades and other service umits,
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with public or private insurance companies, when the finances of the provincial
governiment allow said goverage. ’ |

(2) Generate and maximize the usle of resources and revenues for the
development plans, program of objectives and priorities of the province as
provided for under Section 18 of the Loéal Government Code of 1991, with
particular-attention to agro-industrial development and covntry-wide growth and
progress and relative thereto, shall:

{a) Enact the annual and supp]cménta] appropriations of the provincial
government and approptiate funds for specific programs, projects, services and
activities of the province, or for other purposes not contrary to law, in order to
promote the general welfare of the province and its inhabitants;

{(b) Subject to the provisions of Book II of the Local Government Code of
1991 and applicable laws and ﬁpon the majdrity vote of all the members of the
sangguniang panlalawigan, enact ordinances levying taxes, fees and charges,
prescribing the rates ttoreof for general and specific purposes, ‘and granting tax
exemptions, incentives or reliefi‘;; . i ‘

(c) Subject to -the proviéions of Book I of the Local Government Code of
1991 and applicable laws and lupon the méjority vote of all the members of the
sangguniang pﬁnialawigan, authorize the prox;ii}ciai governor to negotiate and
contract loans z;nd other forms of indebtedneéé; ‘

(d)} Subject to the provisio‘ns< of Book I of the Local Government Code of
199] apd applicable laws and Ijupon the majoxiity vote of all the members of the
sangguniang panlalawigan, enact ordinances authorizing the floating of bonds or
other instruments of indebtedness, for the purpose of raising funds to finance
development projects; o |

(e} Appropriate ‘funds for the construction and mainfenance or the rental of
buildings for the use ;‘)f the province; and upon the majc_)rity vote of all the
members of the sangguniang panlalawigan, authorize the provincial governor to
lease to private parties such public buildings held in a propnietary capacity, subject
to existing laws, rules and regulations; "'

(f) Prescribe reasonable limits and resgr?iﬁts on the use of property within

the jurisdiction of the province; -
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(g) Review the comprehensive land l{sé plans and zening ordinances of
component cities and municipalities and adopt ;1 comprehensive provincial land use
plan, subject to existing laws; |

(h) Reclassify lands within the jurisdiction of the province subject to the
pertinent provisions of the Local Government Code of 1991,

(1) Adopt measures to enhance the full implementation of the national
agrarian teform program in coordination with the Departiment of Agrarian Reform;

(j) Enact integrated zoning ordinances in consonance with the approved

_comprehensive provincial land use plan, subject to existing laws, rules and

regulations; establish fire limits or zones, particularly in populous centers, and
regulate the construction, repair or modification of buildings within said fire imits
or zones in accordance with the provisions of the Fire Code; ‘
(k) Subject to national law, process and approve subdivision plans for
residential, commercial or industrial purposes and other development purposes, and
collect processing fees and other charges, the proceeds of which shall accrue
entirely lo the province: Provided, however, That where approv-al of a national
agency or office is required by law, said .approva] shall not be withheld for more
than thirty (30) days from receipt of the application. Failure to act on the
application within the period stated above shall be deemed as approval theréof; :
(I) Subject to the provisions of Book I of the Local Government Code of

1991 grant the exclusive privilege of constructing fish corrals or fish pens, or the

“takin g or catching of bangus fry, prawn fry or, ka{yag—kawag, or fry of any species

of fish within the provincial waters;

(m) With the concurrence of at least two-thirds (2/3) of all the members of
the sangguniang panlalawigan, grant tax exemptions, incentives or relief to entities
engaged in community growth inducing industries, subject to the provisions of the

Local Government Cod* of 1991;

(n) Grant loans or provide grants to other LGUs or to national, provincial
and municipal charitable, benevolent or educational institutions operated and

maintained within the province;

(0) Regulate the numbering of residential, commercial, and other

buildings; and
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(p) Regulate e inspéctlien, weighing and measuring of articles of
commerce. 4

(3) Subject to the provision of the Loéai Government Code of 1991, grant
{ranchises, approve the issuance of permits or licenses, or enact ordinances levying
taxes, fees and charges upon such conditions. and for such purposes intended to
promo‘-ze the general welfare of the inhabitants of the province, and pursuant to the
legislative authority, shall:

(a) Fix and impose reasonable fees and charges for all services rendered by
the provincial government {0 private persons or-entities;

‘ (b) Regulate and fix license fees for any business or practice of profession
within the province and the conditions under which the license for said business or
practice of profession may be revoked and enact ordinances levying taxes thereon;

(c) Provide for and set the terms and conditions under which public.
utilities owned by the p; ovince shall be operated by‘the provincial government, and
prescribe the conditions under which the same maﬁ; be leased to private persons or
entities, preferably cooperatives;

(d) Regulate the display of'and fix the license fees for signs, signboards or
billboards at the place or places'where the profession or business advertised
thereby is, in whole or in part, conducted;

(e) Any law to the contrary notwithstanding, authorize and license the
establishment, operation and maintenance of éockl'pits, and regulate cockfighting
and conumnercial breecﬁng of gamecocks. Existing rights should not be prejudiced;

(N Subject to the guidelines prescribed by the Department of
Transportation and Communications, regulate the operation of tricycles and grant
franchises for the operation thereof within the ferritorial jurisdiction of the
province; and _

(g) Upon approval by a majority vote of all the members of the
sangguniang panlalawigan, granf a franchise 'to any person, partnership,
corporation or cooperative to do business within the province; establish, construct,
operate and maintaiﬁ ferries, wha:f_\;/es; @arkets ori i?1a}lght{-::rhm,uses; or undertake

such other activities within the province as may be allowed by exisfing law.
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{(4) Regulate activities relative to the use of land, buildings and structures
within the province in order to promote the general welfare and for said purpose
shall:

(a) Declare, prevent or abate nuisance;

(b) With the concurrence of a majority of the members of the sangguniang
panlalawigan, a quorum being present, deny the entry of legalized gambling by
ordinance into any part of the province or régu}ate its location in the province;

{c) Require the buildings and the premises thereof and any land within the
provinee be kept and maintained in a sanitary condition, impose penalties for any
violations thereof;, or upén failure to comply with such requirements,.have the
work done at the expense of the owner, é&ministrator or tenant concerned, and
require the filling up of any land or premises to & grade necessary for proper
implementation;

(d) Regulate the disposal of clinical and other wastes from hospitals,
clinics, and other similar establishments; o

(¢) Regulate the establishment, operation and maintenance of cafes, bars,
restaurants, beer, wine and liquor stores, hotels, motels, inns, pension houses,
dorms and lodging houses, and. other similar establishments, including tourist
guides and transportation services; . S

. {f) Regulate the sale, giving away, dispensing of any intoxicating malt,
vino, ot mixed or fermented liquors at any provincial _f;etail outlets;

(g) Regulate the establishment and proﬁde, for the inspection of steam
boilers or any heating device in baildings and structures, and‘ the storage of
inflammable and highly combustible materials within the province;

(h) Regulate the establishment, operation and maintenance of any
entertainment or amt:sement facilities, including the theairical and stage
performances, circuses, billiard pools, public dancing halls, computer gaming cafes
and bars, health and fitness spas, sauna baths, massage parlors, and other places for
entertainment or amusement; regulate such other events or activities for amusement
or entertainment, particularly those which ténd to disturb the community or annoy

the inhabitants, or require the suSpéﬁsion or suppregsion of the same; or prohibit
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ceriain forms of amusement or entertainment m order to protect the social and
moral welfare of the community;

() Reguig”re the establishment, operation and maintenance of funeral
parlors and the burial or cremation of the dead, gubject to existing laws, rules and
regulations;

(i} Regulate the establishment, service, operation and maintenance of
gyms, sports centers, health and fitness spas, .and similar centers and pariors,
subject to existing laws, rules and regulations; and

(k) Provide for the impounding of stray animéls; regulate the keeping of
animals in homes or ag part of a business, and the slaughter, sale or disposition of
the same; and adopt measures to prevent and penalize cruelty to animals.

(5) Approve ordinances which shall ensure the efficient and effective
delivery of the basic s;rvices and facilities as provided for in Section 17 of the

Local Government Code of 1991 and, in addition to said services and facilities,

shall: ‘ <

(a) Provide for the establi‘shment,! maintenance, protection and
conservation of communal forests and ~wafersheds, tree parks, greenbelts,
mangroves. and other similar forest developmené projects;

(b) Establish markets, slaughterhouses or attimal corrals and authorize the
operation thereof by the provincial .government; aﬁc'} regulate the construction and
operation of private markets, talipapas, or other similar buildings and structures;

(¢) Authorize the establishment, maintenance and operation by the
provincial govemment of ferries, wharves, and other structures intended to
accelerate productivity related to marine and seashore or offshore activities;

(d) Regulate th: preparation and sale of meat, poultry, fish, vegetables,
fruits, fresh dairy products, and other foodstuffs for public consumption;

(e) Regulate the use of streets, avenues, alleys, sidewalks, bridges, par‘;cs,
and other public places and approve the construction, improvement, repair and
maintenance of the same; establish bus and vehicle stops and terminals or regulate
the use of the same by privately dwned vehicles Which. serve the public; regulate
garages and operation of conveyances for hire; designate stands to be occupied by

public vehicles when not in use; regulate the putting up of signs, siguposts,
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awnings and awning posts on the streets; and provide for the lighting, cleaning and
sprinkling of streets and public places;

() Repulate traffic on all streets and bridges; prohibit encroachments or
obstacles thereon and, when necessary in the interest of public welfare, authorize
the removal of encroachments and illegal settlement structuras and constructions in
public lands and areas; |

{g) Subject to existing laws, establish efpd provide for the maintenance,
repair and operation of an efficient waterworks: sysiem to supply water for the
inhabitants and to purify the source of the water "supp}y; regulate the construction,
maintenance, repair and use of hydrants, pumps, cisterns and reservoirs; and
protect the purity and quantity of the water supply of the provinee; .

(h) Regulate th* drilling and excavation of the ground for ground water
source, laying of water, gas, sewer and other pipes, and the construction, repair and
maintenance of public drains, sewers, cesspools, tunnels and similar structures;
regulate the placing of poieé and the use of crosswalks, curbs and gutters, adopt
measures to ensure public safely against open canals, manholes, live wires, and
other similar hazards 10 life and pr&perty, and reguihte the construction and use of
private water closets, privies, and other similar structures in buildings and homes;

(i) Regulate the placing, stringing, !;sxttaching, mstalling, repair and
constructlon of all gas mams, electric telegraph and telephone wires and cables,
conduits, meters, support structures, and other smnlar apparatus and provide for the
correction, condemnation and removal of the same when found to be dangerous to
the welfare of the inhabitants;

' (i) Subject to the avaiIziBiIity of funds and to existing laws, rules and
regulations, provide for‘thc; establishment and operation of vocational and technical
schools and similar post-secondary institutions; and, with the approval of the
Department of Education and subject to existing laws on tuition fees, fix
reasonable tuition fees and other school charges in educational institutions
supported by the provincial goverpment;

(k) Establish an educatmn and training scholarshlp fund for the poor but

L
deserving constituents in schools located within' it )unsdictlon ot of studenis

residing within the province;
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(I} Approve measures and adopt quzgrantine regujations to prevent the
mtroduction and spread of diseases within its tcp‘itot‘ial jurisdiction;

(m) Provide for the care of paupers, the éged, the sick, persons of unsound
mind, abandoned minors, abused children, disabled persons, juvenile definquents,
drug dependents, and other neé’dy and disadvaqgaged persons, particularly children
and youth below cighteen (18) years of agei"' subject fo availability of funds,
establish and -~ support the operation of centers and facilitics for said needy and
disadvantaged persons and facilitate the efforts to promote the welfare of farmhes

below the poverty threshold, the disadvantaged and the exploited;

- (n) Establish and provide for the maintenance and improvement of jails
and detention centers, institute a sound jail management program, and appropriate
funds for the subsistence of detainees and convitted prisoners in the province;

(o) Establish a provinciai council whose purpose is the promotion of
culture and the arts, coordinate \%«ith govemment agencies and nongovernmental
organizations and, subject to the availab’i]ity of funds, appropriate funds for the
support and development of the same; and

(p) Establish a provmcml council for the elderly and veterans which shall
formulate policies and adopt measures mutually beneﬁ0131 to the elderly and to the
province; and, subject to the availability of fuan, ‘appropriate funds to support
programs and projects for the eldérly; and provide incentives for nongovernmental
agencies and entities to support the programs and prOJ jects of the elderly.

(6) Exercise such other powers and perform such other duties and
functions as provided for under the Local Government Code of 1991 and as may be
prescribed by law or or«: nance.

ARTICLEV
PROCESS OF LEGISLATION

SEC. 15 Internal Rules of Procedure — {A) On the first regular session
following the election of its members and within ninety (90) days thereaﬁer, the
sangguniarig panlalawigan shall adopt its own rules of procedure.

(B) The rules of procedur!e.(shaﬂ provide for the following:

(1) The organization of the sanggunian ﬁpd“the election of its officers as

well as the creation of standing committees which shall include, but shall not be
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limited to, the committees on appropriations, Tevenues, engineering and public
works, education and health, women and family, human rights, youth and sports
development, envirommental' protection, peac::é and order and traffic, and
cooperatives; the general jurisdiction of each c;)mmittee; and the election of the
chairman and members of each committee; |

(2) The order and calendar of business for each session;

(3) The legislative process;

(4) The parliamentary procedures whicﬁ include the conduct of members
during sessions;

"(5) ‘The discipline of members for disorderly behavior and absences
without justifiable cause for four consecutive sessions for whic;h they may be
censured, reprimanded or excluded from the seésion, suspended for not more than
sixty (60) days, or expelled: Provided, That the !.béﬁaity of suspension or expulsion
shall require the concurrence of at least two-thirds (2/3) of all the sanggunian
members: Provided, further; That the member convicted by final judgment to
imprisonmént of at Jeast one year for any crime involving moral turpitude shall be
automatically expelled from the sanggunian; and ’

(6) Such other rules as the sanggunian r:nay adopt.

SEC. 16. Full Disclosure of Finaml:_ial - and FBusiness Interests of
Sangguniang Panlalawigan Members, — (A):E‘E\?éry sangguniang panlalawigan
member shall; upon assumption to 5_fﬁce, makegl full disclosure of his business and
financial interests. He shall also disclose aﬂy business and financial, professional
relationship, or any relation by affinity or consanguinity within the fourth civil
degree which he may have with any person, firm or eatity affected by any
ordinance or resolution under consideration by the sanggunian of which he is a
member, which relationship may result in conflict of interest. Such relationship
shall include: '

(1) Ownership of stocks or capital, or investment ia the entity or firm fo
which the ordinance or resolution may apply; and

(2) Contracts or agreemeh:fs with any persi(ijﬂi g)r'entii,y which the ordinance

or resolution under consideration may affect,
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In the absence of a specific constitutional or statutory provisions applicable

-to this situation, “conflict of interest” refers in general to one where it may be

reasonably deduced tha}t a member of a sangguni'ang panlalawigan may not act in
the public interest due to some private, pecuniary; or other personal considerations
that may tend to affect his judgment to the prejudi%:e of the service or the public.

(B) The disclosure required under this Act shall be made in writing and
submitted to the secretary of the sanggunian or the secretary of the committee of
which he is 2 member. The disclosure shall, in all cases, form part of the record of
the proceedings and shall be made in the fc;llowiné maner:

(1) Disclosure shall be made before t”.l'le member participates in the
deliberations on the ordinance or resolution tmd(ag}i;r consideration: Provided, That if
the member did not participate during the de]il'feraﬁons, the disclosure shall be
made before voting on the ordinance or resolution on second and third readings;
and ‘. ‘ |

(2) Disclosure shall be made when a member takes a position or makes a
privilege speech on a matter that may affect the business interest, financial
conngetion, or professional relationship described *herein.‘

SEC: 17.  Sessions. - (A} On the first day of session immediately following
the election of its members, the sangguniang panfalawigan shall, by resolution, fix
the day, time and place of its regulgr sessions. 'i‘heﬂminimum number of regular
sessions of the sangguniang panlalawxigan shall be once a wesk;

(B) When the public interest $0 demands, (’spegi‘al sessions may be called by
the provincial governor or by a majority of the mémbers of the sanggunian;

(C) All sanggunian sessions shall be open to the public unless a closed-
door session is ordered by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members
present, there being a quorum, in the public interest or for reasons of security,
decency or morality. No two sessions, regular or special, may be held in a single
day; and

(D) In the case of special sessions of the sanggunian, a written notice to the
members shall be served personally at the members’ usual place of residence at

least twenty-four (24) hours before the speci'al sessim}: is held.
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Unless otherwise concurred in by two-thirds (2/3) vote of the sanggunian
members present, there being a quorum, no other matters may be considered at a
special scssion except those stated in the notice. .

(E) The sanggunian shall keep a journal and a record of its proceedings
which may be published upon resolution of the sangguniang panlalawigan.

SEC. 18.  Quorum. — (Aj A majority of all the members of the sanggunian
who have been elected and qualified shall constitute a quorum to transact official
business. Should a question of quorum be raised during the session, the presiding
officer shall immediately proceed to call the roll of the members and thereafter
announce ;hé results; |

(B) Where there is no quorum, the presiding officer may declare a recéss
until such time that a quorum is constituted, or a majority of members present may
adjourn from day to day and may compel the immediate atiendance of any member
absent without justifiable cause by designating a member of the sanggunian, to be
assisted by a member or members of the police f(;rce assigned in the territorial
jurisdiction of the province, to arrest the absen}l‘ member and present him at the
session; and | .

(C) If there is still no quorum despite the egforceénent of the immediately
preceding subsection, no business shaﬂ be transacted. ’lfhe presiding officer, upon
proper motion auly approved by ’the members present, shall then declare the
session adjourned for lack of quorqiﬁ. ﬁ

SEC. 19, Apprcval of Ordinances. — (A) Bvery ordinance enacted by the

. sangguniang panlalawigan shall be presented. to the pfovincial governor. If the

governor approves the same, he shall affix his signature on each and every page

thereof; otherwise, he shall veto it and return the same with his objections to the

sanggunian, which may proceed to reconsider the same. The sanggunian may
override the veto of the governor by two-thirds (2/3) vote of all its members,
thereby making the ordinance or resolution effective for all legal intents and
purposes; and E

(B} The veto shall be communicated by tHe govemor to the sanggunian

panlalawigan within fifteen (15} days; otherwise, the ordirance shall be deemed

approved as if he had signed it.
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SEC. 20. Veto Power of the Governor. — (A) The provincial governor may
veto any ordinance of the sangguniang panlalawigan on the ground that it is
prejudicial to the public welfare, stating his reasons thereof in writing,

(B) " The governor shall have the power to veto any particular item or items
of an appropriation ordinance, an ordinance or resolution adopting a local
development plan, a public investment program, or an o-dinance directing the
péyment of money or creating liability. In such case, the veto shall not affect the
iten or items which are not objected to. The vetoed item or items shall not take
effect unless the sanggiaiang panlalawigan overrides the veto in the manner herein -
provided; otherwise, the item or items in fhe. appropriatons ordinance of the
previous year corresponding to those vetoed, if any, shall be deemed reenacted.

| (C) The governor may veto an ordinance or resolution only onse. The
sanggunian may override the veto of the govemoé‘by two-thirds (2/3) vote of all its
members, thereby making the ordinance effective even without the approval of the
provincial governor.
ARTICLE VI *
DISQUALIFICATION AND SUCCESSION FOR ELECTIVE PROVINCIAL OFFICIALS

SEC. 21. Disqualz_’ﬁcatiohs. — The folli;:)’w"ing persons are not qualified from
running for any elective positic:ﬁ 1 the province:

(A} Those sentenced by lﬁna} judgn:nf‘,nti ‘for an offense involving moral
turpitude or an offense punishable by one year or more imprisonment within two
years after serving sentence;

(B) Those removed from office as a result of an administrative case;

(C) Those convicted by final judgment for violating the oath of allegiance
to the Republic; '

(D) Those with dual citizenship;

(E) Fugitives from justice in criminal or non-political cases here or abroad;

| (F) Permanent residents in a foreign cﬁuntry or those who have acquired
the right to reéide: abroad and continue to avail of the same rigit after the effectivity
of the Local Government Code of 1991; and |

‘ (G) The insane or feeble-minded.
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SEC.22. Permanent Vacancy in the Office of the Frovincial Governar, —
{A) If a permanent vacancy occurs in the office of the governor, the vice governor
shall become the governor. If the vice governor refuses to assume the position of
governor, the highest ranking sangguniané panlalawigan member shall become the
governor. If a permanent vacancy occurs in the office of the vice governor, the
highest ranking sangguniang panlalawigan member or, in case of his permanent
incapacity, the second highest ranking sangguniang panlalawigan member shall
become the provincial govemor or vice governor, as the case may be. Subsequent
vacancies in said offices shall be filled auto‘matically by the other sanggunian
members according to their ranking as defined herein:

(1} A tie between or among the highest ranking sangguniang panlalawigan
members shall be resolved by drawing of lots.

(2) The successors as defined herein shall serve only the unexpired terms
of their predecessors.

(3) For purposes of this Act, a permanent vacancy arises when an elective
local official fills a higher vacant office, refuses to assume office, fails to qualify,
dies, is removed from office, voluntarily resigns, or Is otherwise permanently
incapacitated to discharge the functions of his office.

(4) For purposes of succession as provided in this Act, ranking in the
sangguniang panlalawigan shall be determined on .the basis of the pr:oportion of
votes obfained by each ‘winning candidate to the total number of registered voters
in the province in the immediately preceding local elections.

‘ SEC. 23. Permanent Vacancies in the Sangguniun. — (A) Permanent
vacancies in the sangguniang panlalawigan where =autm’mtic: succession as

provided above does not apply shall be filled by appointments in the following

©manner:

(1) The President, through the Executive Secretary shall make the
aforesaid appointments;

(2) ’Only the nominee of the political party under which the sanggunian
member concemed had been clected shall be appomted in the manner herein
provided. The appomtee shall ‘come from the’ pohtlcal party as that of the .

sanggunian member who caused the vacancy and shall serve the unexpn'ed ferm of
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the vacant office. In the appointment herein mentioned, a nomination and a
certificate of membership of the appointee frofn the highest official of the political
party concerned are conditions sine qua non,‘:and any appointment without such
nomination and certification shall be null and E'void ab initio and shall be a ground
for administrative action against the official reéponsibie therefor;

(3) In case the permanent vacancy is caused by a sanggunian member who
does not belong to any political party, the governor shall, upon recommendation of
the sangguniang panlalawigan, appoint a qualified person to fill the vacancy; and

{4) In case of vacancy in the representation of the sangguniang kabataan,
the sangguniang barangay, and the provincial league of councilors in the
sangguniang panlalawigan, said vacancy shall be filled dutomatically by the
official next in rank of the organiiation ctl)ncemed. |

SEC. 24. Temporary Vacancy in the Office of the Frovincial Govérnor. -
(A) When the governor is temporarily incapacifafed to perform his duties for
physmal or legal reasons such as, but not limited to, ]eave of absence, travel abroad
and suspension from office, the vice governor shail automatically exercise the
powers and perform the duties and functions of the govemor, except the power to
appoint, suspend or dismiss employees which’ can only be exercised if the period of
temporary mcapacity exceeds thu'ty (30} workin g days |

(B} Said lemporary mcapacﬁy shall termmate upon submission to the
sangguniang panlalawigan of a written declaration by the governor that he has
reported back‘to office. In case where the temiaorary incapacity is due to legal
cause, the governor shall also submit necessary documents showing that the said
legal cause no longer exists.

(C) When the provincial governor is traveling within the country but
outside the territorial jurisdiction of the province for a period not exceeding three
consecutive days, he may designatc in- writing the officer-in-charge of his office.
Such authorization shall specify the powers and functzons that the local official |
concerned “shall exercise in the absence of ﬂ;e governor except the power to
appoint, suspend or dismiss employees.

(D) In the event, however, that the governor fails or refuses to issue such

authorization, the vice governor shall have the i‘ight to assume the powers, duties
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and functions of the said office on the fourth. day of absence of - the gnvemor,
subject to the limitations provided in subsection (c) hereof. L
(E) Except as provided above, the governor shall in no case authorize any
local official to assume the powers, duties and functions of the office other than the
VIiCE governor. '
ARTICLE VII
"APPOINTIVE PROVINCIAL OFFICIALS:
THEIR QUALIFICATIONS, POWERS AND DUTIES

SEC. 25. The Secretary to the Sangguﬁ?ang Panlalawigan. ~ (A) There

" shail be a secretary to the sangguniang pan}alawigan who shall be a career official,

. with the rank and salary equal to a head of depamﬁent or office,

(B) No person shall be appointed secretary to the sanggunian unless he is
a citizen of the Philippines, a resident of the local government unit concerned, of
good moral character, a holder of a degree preferably in law, commerce or public
administration from a recognized college or u‘niversilty, and a first grade civil

service eligible or its equivalent,

(C) The secretary of the sanggunian shall take charge of the office of the

'sangguniang panlalawigan, and shall:

(1) Attend meetings of the sangguﬁian. and. keep a journal of iis
proceedings; J‘

(2) Keep the seal of the local government unit and affix the same with his
signature to all ordinances, resolutions and other official acts of the sanggunian,
and present the same to the presiding officer for his signature;

(3) Forward to the governor, for approval, copies of ordinances énacted -
by the sanggunian and duly certified by the presiding officer, in the manner
provided for in Section 54 of the Local Government Code of 1991;"

{4) Forward to the sangguniang bayan or sangguniang panlungsod, as the
case may be, copies of duly approved ordinances, in the manner provided in
Sections 56 and 57 of the Local Government Code of 1991;

{5) Fumish, upon the r;aquést of any interested party, certified copies of
records of public character in his custody, upon pa%{m?int. to the treasurer of such

fees as may be prescribe1 by ordinance;
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(6) Record in a book kept for the purpose, all ordinances and resolutions
enacted or adopted by the sanggunian, with the dates of passage and publication
thereof;

(7) Keep his office and all non-confidential records therein open to the
public during the usual business hours;

(8)  Translate into the dialect used by the majority of the inhabitants all
ordinances and resolutions immediately aftér their app-oval, and cause the
puBlication of the same together with the original version in the manner provided
for under the Local Government Code of 1991;: and

(9) Take custody of the local archives and, whers applicable, the local
library and annually account for the same, | .

(D) Exercise such powefs and perform such other duties and functions as
may be prescribed by law or ordinance relative to tilxis'position. ‘

SEC. 26. The Provincial Treasurer. - (A) The treasurer shall be appointed
by the Secretary of Finance from the list of at least three ranking eligible

- recommendees of the governor, subject to civil service Jaw, rules and regulations;

(B) The treasurer shall be under the administrative supervision of the

governor to whom he shall repoﬁ regularly on the fax collecsion efforts in the local

government unit.

(C) No person shalf be appomted treasurer unless he is a citizen of the

Philippines, a resident of the 10ca1 govemment unit, of good moral character, a

holder of a college degree preferably in commerce, public administration or law
from a recognized college or university and a first grade civil service eligible or its
equivalent. He must have acquired experience in treasury or accounting service for
at least five years. '

The appointment of the provincial treasurer shall be mandatory.

(D) He shall take charge of the treasury office, perform the duties provided
for under Book 11 of the Local Government Code of 1991, and shalj:

(1) Advise the governof or the sanggunian, as the case may be, and other
local government and national ofﬁcia}sxconcem?c!l rtﬁi:g!arding the disposition of local

government funds and on such other matters relative to public finance;
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(2) Take custody and exercise proper management of the funds of the local
government unit concerned;
(3) Take charge of the disbursement Of, all local government funds and

such other funds the custody of which may be '?entrusted to him by law or other

competent authority; -

(4) Inspect private commercial and industrial establishments within the
jurisdiction of the province in refation to the implementation of tax ordinances,
pursuant to the provisions of Book II of the Locai Government Code of 1991;

(5) Maintain and update the tax information system of the local
government unif; and

(6) Exercise technical supervision over all treasury offices of component
cities and municipalities. |

(E) Exercise such other powers and perfc;rm such other functions and
duties as may be prescribed by law or ordinance. & |

SEC.27. The Provincial Assessor. — (A} No person shall be appointed
assessor uniess he is a citizen of the Philippinesj' a resident of the province, of good
moral characler, a holder of a coilege degree preferably in civil or mechanical
engineering, commerce, or any other related céursie'from a recognized college or
university and a first grade civil service eligilile or its equivalent. He must have
acquired experience in real property assessment work or in any related field for at

H

least five yéars. |

The appointment of the provincial assess;;or shall be mandatory.

(B) The assessor shall take charge of the. assessor’s office, perform the
duties provided for under Book II of the Local Government Code of 1991, and
shall:

(1) Ensure that ail laws and’ policies governing the appraisal ang
assessment of real properties for taxation purposes are propetly executed;

(2) Initiate, review and recommend changes in policies and objectives,
plans and programs, techniques, procedures and‘pr:actices in the valuation and
assessment of real properties for taxation purposes]{,“ '

(3) Establisha N ystematic method of real property assessment;
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{(4) Install and maintain a real property identification and accounting
system;

(5) Prepare, install and maintain a system of tax mapping, showing
grapnically all pfopeﬁies subject to assessmont and a:“afc%zsz" ail data conceming the
same; ?

(6) Conduct fequent physical surveys to verify and determine whether all
real properties within the province are properiy listed in the assessment rolls;

(7; Exercise the functions of appraisal ~nd assessrment primarily for
taxation purposes of all real properties in the province; ‘

{8) Prepare a schedule of the {air market value for the different classes of
real proporties, in accordance with Title 2, Book I of the Local Govemnment Code
of 1991,

(9) Issue, upon reguest of anmy interested party, certified coples- of
assessment records of real property and 2ll other records relative to its assessment,

upon payment of a service charge or 1¢e io the reasurer;

3

(10) Submit: every semester a report of ail assesements, as well as

P at

‘cancellations and modifications of asscssments to the governor and the

3
sangguniang panialawigan; and

{11} Exercise technical sups ““ﬂ«:m% and vigiorie! {unctions over ail
component city and mumc;pgi assessors, coordinate with component city or
municipal assessors in the conduct of fax mapping operations gnd afl other
assessment activities, and provide ali forms of assistance therefor: Provided,
however, That upon full provision by the component city or municipality
concerned to its assessor’s office of the minimum personnel, equipment and
funding requirements as may bé prescribed by the Secretary of Finance, such
functions shall be delegated to the @&m IMURICIDAl 558830t

(Cy Exercise such other powers and perform such other duties and
functions as may be prescribed by law or erdinance,

SEC. 28.  The Provincial Accouniant. — {A) No person shall be appointed
accountarnt unless he is:a citizen of i:s.:, Philipoines, & ﬁ E% leat of the provines, of
good moral character an(.’i a certified public acsoumaﬁii. iE~I{e must have acquired

experience in the treasury or ?CCG&Z’?"T”E,N service for gt E&J? five vesrs,
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The sppoiniment of a provincial mcéuﬁtam 18 mandatory.

{8) The accountant shall take charge of both the ac;coaimmg and internal
audit services of the provinee, and shall:

(1) [Instail and“mﬁx’ntain an internal audit sysiern in the province;

(2) Prepare and submit financial statements to the governor and to the
sangguniang panialawigarn;

(3) Apprise the sanggunian and other focal goverment officials on the
financial condition and operations of the proviacial governmant;

4) Certify to the availability of budgstary allotment to which
expenditures and obligations may be properly charged;

(5) Review supporiing documents before preparation of vouchers to
determine completeness of requirerents;

(6) Prepare statements of cash advances, liguidation, salaries, allowances,
reimbursements and remittances nertaining to the provindial government;

(7) Prepare statements of journal vouchers agiiai Hquidation of the same
and other adjustments related thereto;

(8) Post individual dishursements to the subsidiary ledper and index
cards; ’

{9) Mantain individual ledgers for officials and emwlovess of the
provincial govemment pertaining té payroils and deductions;

.{10) Record and post in index cards details of purchased furniture, fixtures
and equipment, including disposal thereof, if any;

(11} Account for il issued requests for obligations and maintaie and keep

all records and reports related thereto; and

(12) Prepare journals and the analysis of obligations and maintain and keep
all records and reports yelated thereto.
- {(C) Exercise such other powers snd perform such other duties and
functions as may be provided by law or ordinance.
SEC. 29, The Provincial | Budge: Officers = {A) No person shall be
appointed budget efﬁce:; uniess he is a citizen of 'ﬁ‘izﬁ Philippines, a resident of the
province, of good moral character, a holder ef‘(‘:h tollege degrée preferably in

accounlting; economics, public administration or any releted course from a



[ I

o & e O - N

12
i3
14
i5
16
17

18

19°

20
21
22
23

25
26
27
28
29
30
3i

Lad
o

recognized college or :miv:emity, and a first grade civil service cligible or iis
equivalent. He must bave acquired experience in government budgeting or in any
related field for at least five years.

The appointmen * of the provincial budget officer shall be mandatory.

{B) The budget officer shall take charge of the budget office, and shall:

(1) Prepare forms, orders and circulars émhodying instructions on
budgetary and appropriation matters for the signature of the governor;

{2) Review and consolidate the budget proposals of different departimentis
and offices of the province;

(3 Assist the govemor in ihe preparation of the sudget and during the
budget hearings; '

{4y Study and evaluate budgetary implications of proposed legisiation and
submit comments and recommendeafions therson; |

(5) Subunit periodic budgetary reports to the Department of Budget and
Management; -

(6) Coordinate with the treasurer, the accountant and the planning and
development coordinator for the purpose of budgeting;

(7} Assist the sanggunizng panialawigan in reviewing the approved
budgets of component cities and municipalities; and

(8) Coordinate with the planning and development coordinator in the
formulation of the provincial deveiopment plan.

(C) Brercise such other powers and perform such other duties and
functions as may be prescribed by law or ordinance, '

(D) The appropriations for personal services of the budget officer shall be
prosded for in full in the ansual budget of the provincial government. |

SEC. 30, The Provincial Planning ond Development Coordinator. — (A)
No person shall be appointed planning and %:’;;evsiapmeni cocrdinator unless he s a
citizen of the Philippines, a resident of the provinee, of good moral character, a
holder of .2 college dityree prefenbly in ﬂ&"’ryaﬁmgﬁéﬁﬁing, devclopment studies,
econornics, public administration. or any related course from a recognized college

or university and a first grade civil service eligilile or iis equivalent. He must have
o i

I
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acquired experience in development planning or any related Seld for at least five
years. |

The appointment of 2 planning and “development coordinator shall be
mandatory to the provincial government,

(B} The planning and development coordinator shall take charge of the
planning and development office, and shall: |

(1) Formulate integrated eeonomic, social, physical and other
development plans and policies for consideration of the local governmém
development council;

(2) Conduct continuing studies, researches and- fraining programs
necessary to evolve plans and programs for impiementation;

(3) Integrate and coordinste all sectora! plans and studies undertaken by
the different functional groups and agencies;

(4 Monitor and évaluate the implementiation of the different development
prbgrams, projects and activities in the province in accordaance with the approved
development plan;

(5} Prepare comprehensive plans and . other development planning
documents for the consideration of the provincial development council;

{6) Analyze the mccme ar‘id expenditure patterns, and formulate and
recommiend fiscal plans and p@hcms fm conmd\,ratmn of the finance coramittee of
the province; \

(7} Promote people paﬂiéipaﬁi{}ﬁ in developmen! planning within the
province; and '

(8) Exercise supervision and contro} over the secretariat of the provincial

Lo e

development council.

(C) Exercise such other powers snd perform such other duties and
fimctions as may be prescribed by law or ordinance.

SEC. 31. The Provz’ncz‘al Engineer. — (A) No person shall be appointed
enginecr unless he is a citizen of the Philippines, a resident of the province, of good
maoral character and a Hcensed cwﬂ engineer. He ﬁ‘iﬁ,’rsf }iave acquired experience in
the practice of his profession for at least five years.

The appointment of the provincial engineer é%imﬁ be mandatory.
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(B) The engineer shall take charge of the engineering ofﬁcé, and shall:

{ I} initiate, review and recommend changes in policies and objectives,
plans and programs, ’techniques, procedures and practices in infrastructure
development and public works in general of the province; ‘

(2) Advise the governor on infrastmcmm, public works and other
engineering matters; ‘ |

{3) Admmnister, coordinate, supervise and control the construction,
maintenance, inmprovement and repair of roads, bridges and other engineering and
public works projects of the province;

(4) Provide enginecring services to the province, including investigation
and survey, engineering designs, foasibility studies, and project management; and

(5) Exercise technical supervision over &l engineering offices of
component cities and municipalities. -

(C) Exercise such other powers and perform such other idzxties and
functions as may be pregeribed by law or ordinance.

SEC. 32, The Provincial Health Officer. — (A) No person shall be
appointed health officer unless he is a citizen of iﬁe Philippines, a resident of the
province, of good moral cheracter and 2 licensed medical practitioner. e -musi
have acquired experience in thekpractice of his profession for at least five years.

The appointment of a provincial health officer shall be mandatory.

(B} The health officer shall take charge of the office on healih services,

“and shall:

(1} Supervise the personnel and staff of said office, formulate program
implementation guidelines and rules and regulations for the operation of the said
office for the approval of the govemnor, in .order to assist him in the efficient,
effective and economical iinp}ementaﬁan' of health services programs geared
towards the implementation of health-related projecis and activities;

(2) Formulate " measures for the consideration of the sangguniang
panialawigan and provide technical assistaﬂéé":an& support to the govemnor in
carrying out activities to ensure the &eﬁva?y of basic services and provision of
adequate facilities relative to health services provided for under Section 17 of the

3

Local Government Code of 1 9!9;?;;
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(3) Develop plans and strategies and, upon approval thereof by the
govemor, implement the same, particularly those which have to do with health
programs and projects which the governor is empowered to implement and which
the sanggunian 1s empowered to provide for under the Local Govermnment Code of
1991; ' '

(4) In addition to the foregoing éué:a'és and functions, the health officer
shall:

(ay Formulate and ifripiamem policies, plans, programs and projects to
promote the health of the people of the province;

(b) Advise the governor and the senggunian on matters pertaining to
heakth; ‘

(c) Execute and enforce all laws, ordinances and regulations relating to
public healih;

{(d) Recommend to the sanggunian, through the provincial health board,
the passage of such oré}inames as-he may deem necessary for the preservation of
public bealth;

{e} Recommend the prosecutton of any vioiation I of samitary laws,
ordinances and regulations;

{f) Direct the sanitary inspection of all business cstablishments selling
food items or providing accommodations such as ﬁofeis, motels, lodging houses,
pension houses, and the like, in accordance with the S&nita‘z‘ion Code. ‘

{g) Conduct health infofmaﬁam campaigns <and render health intelligence
seﬂ;ice; |

(h) Coordinate with oth€r government EZéncies and nongovernmental
organizations involved in the promotion and delivery of heal'h services; and

(i) Exercise general supervision over health offices of component cities
and municipalities. , _ ) ‘

(5) Be in the frontline of the delivery of "%'{aaizh services, particularly
during and in the aftermath of maﬁ%made and natural disasters and calamitics.

- (C) Exercise such other powers and ﬁrfoz*m such other duties and

I

: : . i
fimctions as may be prescribed by law or ordinance;

u
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SEC. 33, The Provincial Civil Registrar. — (A} No person shall be
appointed civil regis’tm; untless he 15 a citizen of the Philippines, a resident of the
province, of good mioral character, a helder of a college degree from a recognized
college or university and a first grade civil service eligible or its equivalent. He
must have acquired experience in civil registry work for at least five years.

The appointment of a provincial civil registrar shall be mandatory.

(3) The civil registrar shall' be responsible for the civil registration

program 1n the province pursuant to the Civil Registry Law, the Civil Code, and

. other pertinent laws, and rules and regulations issued to implement them.

The civil registrar shall take charse of the office of the civil registry, and
shall:

(1) Develop plans and strategies aud, upon approval thereof by the
governor, implement the same, particularly those which nave to do with civil
registry programs and rgojects which the governor is empowered (o implement and
which the sanggunian is empowered to provide fof under the Local Government
Code of 1991;

(2) In addition to the foregoing duties and functions, the civil registrar
shall:

(a) Accept all registréb}c documents and judicial decrees affecting the
civil status of persens; |

(b) TFile, keep and ps“es'ewe in a secure place the books required by law;

(c) Transcribe and enter immediately upon receipt all registrable
documents and judicial decrses affecting the civil status of persons in the
appropriate civil registry books;

, (d) Transmit to the Office of the Civil Registrar-GCeneral, within the
prescribed period, duplicate copies of registered documents required by law;

(ey Issue ceﬁﬁicﬁ transcripts or copies of any certificate or vegistered
docuinents upon pavment of the prescribed fees to the treasurer;

(f)" Receive applications for the issuapee of a marriage license and, after

: ¢

determining that the requiremients and supporting certificates and publication

thereof for the prescribed period have been complied with, issue the license upon

' T P Hia
pavment of the authorized fee.iq the treasurer; altd i

i !
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(g) Coordinatz with the National Statistics Office in conducting
educational campaigns for vital registration and assist w the preparation of |
demographic and other statistics for the province,

(C) Exercise such other powers and perform such other duties énci
functions as may be prescribed by law or ordinance.

SEC. 34, The Pravincia! Adminisirator, — (4} No person shall be appointed
administrator unless he is a citizen of the Philippines, a resicent of the province, of
good moral character, 2 helder of a coliege degree preferably in pub*}i(;
administration, law or any related course from a recognized college or ﬁniversiiy,
and a first grade civil service eligible or s e{guévaiﬁm. He must have acquired
experience in management and administration work for at least five years.

The term of the adminisirator is coterminous with that of his appointing
anthority.

The appoinmen’f of an administrator shall be mandatory.

H (B) The administrator shall take charge of the office of the administrator,
and shall:

(1) Develop plans and sﬁ‘a%egies and, upon approval thereof by the
governor, implement the same, particularly those which have to do with the
management and adrinistration-related programs and projects which the govemor
is empowered to implement and which the sanggunian is empowered to provide for
under the Local Governrment C{};éﬁ of 1991, ‘

{2} In addition to thejforegoing duties and functions, the administrator

shall: .
(a) Assist in the coordination of the work of all the officials of the

province under the supervision; direction and control of the governor, and for this
purpose, he may conven: the chiefs of offices and other officials of the province;
{(b) Establish and maintain a sound personnel program for the province

designed to promote career development and uphold the merit principle in the
province; and ‘ .

R JRE . "'ir’ I . .
(¢) Conduct a continuing organizational dsvelopment of the province,

with the end in view of instituting effective administrative reforms.
f .
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(3) Be in the frontline of the delivery of adminisirative support services,
particularly those related to the situations during and in the aftermath of man-made
and natural disasters and calamities; and

{4) Recommend to the sénggunian and advise the governer on all other
matters relative to the management and administration of the province.

(C) Exercise such other powers and perform such other duties and
functions as may be prescrived by law or ordinance.

SEC. 35. The Provincial Legal Officer. — {A) No person shall be appointed
legal officer unless he is a citizen of the Philippines, a resident of the proviﬁce, of
good moral character and a member of the Philippine Bar. FHe must have practiced

_his profession for at least five years.

The term of the legal officer shall be cotervinous with that of hig appointing
authority. &

The appointment of a legal officer shall be nandatory.

(B) The ieéai officer, the chief legal counsel of the province, shall take
charge of the office for fepal services, and shall:

(1) Formulate measures for the consideration of the senggunian and
provide legal 3ssistaﬁce and suppéﬁ to the govemor in carrying out the delivery of
basic services and provision of adequate facilities as provided for under Section 17
of the Local Government Code of 1991; '

{2) Develop plans and sirategies and, upon ‘approval theresf by the
governor, implement the same, ﬁgﬁiouiaﬂy those which have to do with programs
and projects related to legal services which the govemor is empowered to
impiemént and which the sanggunien is empowered to provide for under the Local
Government Code of 1991,

3y In additieg to the foregoing duties and functions, the legal officer
shall:

(a) Represent the province in all civil actions and special preceedings

wherein the province or any official thereof, in his ofifcial capacily is a perty:

Provided, That actions ot proceedings where a coﬁaﬁonént city or municipality is a

party ‘adverse to the provincial government or fo another component city or
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municipality, a special legal offider may be em;iﬁoyed to represent the adverse

party;

(b} When reqlired by the governor or sanggunian, draft ordinances,

~ contracts, bonds, leases, and other instruments involving any intercst of the

province; and provide comments and recommendaiions on any instrument already
drawn; ‘

{c} Render his opinion in lwﬁﬁng' on any quesition of law when requested
to do so by the governor or the sanggunian;

{(d} Investigate or cause to be investigated any provincial official or
employee for administrative neglect or misconduct in office and recommeénd
appropriate action to the governor of sangguniang panlalawigan; |

(e} Investigate or cause to be iﬁvestiga‘ced any person, firm or corporation
holding any franchise or exercising any public privilege for failurs to comply with
any term or condition in the grant of such franchise or privilege and recormmend
appfopriate action to the governor or the sanggunian; _

s

. {f)  When directed by the governor or sanggunian, initiate and prosecute,

in the intercst of the province, any civil action on any bond, lease, or other contract

. upon any breach or violation thereof] and

(g) Review and submit recormmendations on ordinances approved and
executive orders issued by component municipalities.

(4} Recommend measures.to the sangguniang panlalawigan and advise
the governor on all other matters rei;ateé to the upholding of the ruie of law; and

(5) Be in the frontline of lg}mtecting human rights and prosecuting any
violation thereof, particularly thasc. which ccow during and in the afiepmath of
man-made or natural disasters and calamities.

(C) Exercise such other powers and perform such other duties and
functions as may be prescribed by law or ordinance.

SEC. 36.  The Provincial Agriculturist. — (A) No person shall be appointed
agriculturist unless he is a citizen of the Philippines, a resident of the province, of
good moral character, @ holder of & college degre®if agriculture or any related

course from a recognized coflege or university and & fivst grade civil service
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eligible or its equivalent. He must have acquired experience in a related field for at
teast five years. ‘

The appointment of a provincial agriculturist shall be mandatory.

(B) The agric{;ﬁurist shall take charge of the office for agricultural
services, .n¢d shall:

(1} Formulate measures for the approval of the sanggunian and provide
technical assistance and support to the governor W1 cartying out said measures tc;
ensure the detivery of baéic services and provision of adequate facilities relative to
agricultural services as provided for under Section 17 of the Local Government
Code of 1991;

(2) Develop plans and shategies and, upon spproval thereof by the
OVErnor, implément ;he same, particularly those which have to do with
agricultural programs and projects which the governor is empowered fo implement
and -which the sanggunian 1s 'empowéreti to provide for under the Local
Governmest Code of 1991;

(3) In addition to the foregoing duties and functions, the agriculturist
shatl:

(a) PEnsure that maximum assistance and access to vesources in the
production, processing and markéting of agricultural and aqua cultural and marine -
products are extended to farmers, %Eshermen and local entrepreneurs;

{(b) Conduct or cause to be conducted location-specific. agricuitural

researches and assist i making available the appropriate fechinclogy arising out of

“and disseminating information on basic research on crops, prevention and contro

of ‘plant diseases and wests, and other agriculiural matters which will maximize .
productivity;

{c}y Assist the go%@mo&* in the estsblishenent and exisnsion services of
demonsiration farms or aqua cuitﬁre and marine products;

(d) . Enforce tules and regulations relating to agriculture and acuaculture;
and ’

(e} Coordinate with govermment afg;éﬁgﬁzies and nongovernmental

l

technology compatible with envirorsnental integrity.

' 3 "- . & -
organizations which promote ‘sgriculiural produciivity through appropriate
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(4) Be in the frontline of the de‘;i;iery of basic agricultural services,
particularly those needed for the survival of the inhabitants duﬂng;and in the
aftermath of man-made and natural disasters and calamities; and

(5} Recommend to the senggunian and advisc the governor on all matters

7

related to agriculture and aquacsiture which will imaprove ths liveli

3

hood and living
conditions of the inhabitants,

(C) Exercise such other powers and perform such other duties and
functions as may be prescribed by law or ordinance.

SEC. 37.  The Provincial Sccicl Welfore and Development Officer. — (A)
No person shall be appointed social welfare and development officer unless he is a
citizen of the ?hiﬁppir;s, a resident of the province, of good moral character, a
duly licensed social worker and a holder of a college degree preferably in
sociology or any related course from & recognized college or university, and = first
grade civil service eligible or fts equivalent. He must have acquired experience in
the practice of social \,&;fbrk for at least five years,

The appointment of a provinciasl social weifare and development officer
shall be maﬁdato,ry. . ) {

(BY The social welfare and development officer shall take charge of the
office on social welfare and devefbpmﬁﬁt gervices, and shall:

(1) Formulate measu;*esiﬁm: the epproval of the sa;ﬁgguﬁ%&n and provide
technical assistance and support to the governor 3"}1 carrying out measures 1o ensure
the delivery of basic services and provision of adeguate faclities relative to social

welfare and development services as provided for under Section 17 of the Local

RN
%

Government Code of 1991; -

(2) Develop plans and strategies and, upon approval thereof by the.
govemor, implement the same, @&ﬁicﬁiaﬁy those which have to do with social
welfare programs and projects which the governor is empowersd to implement and
which the sanggunian is cm?axmered to provide for under the Local Govermment

il b W

Code of 1991; ’ }

H

(3) W addition to the foregoing duties, the social welfare and

development officer shall:
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(2) Identify the basic needs of the needy, the disadvaniaged and the
impoverished, and develop and implement appropriate measures to alleviate their
problems and improve their living conditions;

(b) Provide relicf and appropriate crisis intervention for victims of abuse
and cxploitation and recommend appropriate measures to deter further abusge and
exploitation;

| (c) Assist the governor in implementing the barangay level program for the
total development and protection of children up to six years of age;

(d) Facilitate the implementation of welfare programns for the disabled, the

elderly, the victims of drug addiction, the rehabilitation of prisoners and parclees,

the prevention of juvéﬁiic delinquency and such other activities which wouid
eliminate or minimize the ili~effects of povorty; |

{(¢) Initiate and support welfare programs that will enhance the role of the
youth in nation-building; and |

(f)y Coordinate with ~ government ogencies and nongovernmental
organizations which have for their purpose the pmﬁwtiom and the protection of all
needy, disadvantaged, vnderprivileged or impoverished groups or individuals,
particularly those identified to be vulnerable znd high-risk to expko&a&ien, abuse
and neglect.

(4) Be“in the frontline of service éelivéry, particularly those which have
t(; do with immediate relief durii}fg and assistance in the aftermath of rasn-made and
natural disasters and calamities; and

(5) Recorumend to the sanggunian and advise the governcr on ail other
matters related to social welfare and development service which will improve the
livelihood and living conditions of the inhatitanis, |

(C) Exercise such other powers and perform such other duties and
functions as may be prescribed by law or ordinance.

. SEC. 38.  The Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Officer. —

" (A) No person shall be appointed environment Bad natural resovrces officer unless

he ie a citizen of the Philippines, a resident of the province, of good moral

character, a holder of & college degree preferably in envirgnment, forestry,
L by
[ i . . . -
agriculture or any related course from a recognized coliege or university and a first
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grade civil service eligible or its equivalent. He must have acquired experience in
onvironmental and natural resources mzm@geﬁmnt, conservavion and utilization for
at least five years.

The appointment of a provincial environment and natural resources officer
shal] be mandatory.

{B) The environment and natural resources officer shall take charge of the
office on environment and natural resources, and shall:

(1) Formulate measures for the consideration of the saﬁggunian and
provide technical assistance and support o the governor in carrying out measures
to ensure the delivery of basie services and provision of adequate facilities telative
to epvironment and natural resources services as provided for under Section 17 of
the Local Government Code of 1991;

(2) Develop plans and strategies and, upon approval thereof by the
governor, implement the same, particularly those which have to ‘do with
environment and natural resources programs and projects which the governor is
empowered to implement and which the sanggunian is empowered to provide for
under the Local Go*éemmcnt Code of 1991;

(3} In addition to the foregoing duties and functions, the exvironment and
natural resources officer shall: -

{(a) Ensure the meximum assistence and aslcass to resources in the
production, processing and-marketing of agricultural and a;;uacu}turai and marine
products are extended to farroers, fishermen and focal entrenrensurs;

(b) Establish, maintain, protect and preserve communal forests,
watersheds, tree parks, mangroVes, greenbelts, “coimercial forests and similar
forest projects like industrial tree farms and agro-forestry projecis; )

(¢) Provide extension services to beneficiaries of forest development
projects and technical, ﬁngmciaﬁ and mfrastructoral assistance;

(3} Manage and maittain seed banks and produce seedlings for forests
and tree pérks; " K o ‘

(e} Provide extension services to beneficiaries of forest deveioﬁ}ment
projects and render sssistance ‘for matural resldmi&g—m?g%a& conservation and

utilization activities consistent with ecological balance;
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Tesources,

(fy Promots smail-scale mining and utilization of mdneral resources,
particularly mining of gold; and

(g) Coordinate with govermment agencies and nongovernmental
organizations i the implementation of raeasures to prevent and control land, air
and water pollution with the assistance of the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources. '

{(4) ' Be in the frontline of the delivery of basic services concerning the
environment and natural resources, particularly in the renewal and rehabilitation of
the envirdﬂmcnt during and in the aftermath of mein-lmacie ar d natural disasters and
calamities; and

{5) Recommend to the sanggunian and advise the governor on all matiers
related to the protection, comservation, maximum utilization, application of
appropriate technology and other matters related to the énvironment and natural

(C) Exercise such other powers and perform such other duties and
functions as may be prescribed by taw or ordinance. |

S5e. 39, The Provincial Veterinarian. ~ (A) No person shall be appointed -
veterinarian unless he is a citizen of the Philippives, a resident of the province, of
good moral character and a licensed doctor of veterinary wedicine. He mitist have
practiced his pmfeséion for at least three yoars. | )

The appointment of a provincial veterinarian shall be mandatory.

{B) The veterinarian shall take charge of the office for veterinary services
and shall:

(1) Formulate measures for the consideration of the sanggunian and
providé éec?mical assistance and suppoit 1o the governor in carrying out measures
to ensure the d‘eﬁvery of basic services and provision of adequate facilities pursuant
to Section 17 of the Local Government Code of 1991;

(2} Develop plans and sirategies and, upon approval thereof by the
governor, implement ;ﬁs same, p%g’feicuiaﬂy those ‘f’};f%i?h have to do with velerinary-
related activities which the govemor is empowered to implement and which the
sanggunian is empowered to provide for ﬁﬁ{iﬁf%‘ﬁhﬂ Local Government Code of

1991;
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(3) In addition to the foregoing duties and functions, the provincial
veterinarian shall: .

(a) Advise the govemor on all metters pertaining to the slaughter of
animals for human consumption and regulaiion of éiaughkerhouses;

(b} Regulate the keeping of domestic animals;

(¢} Regulate and inspect poultry, milk and dairy products for public
consumption;

(d) Enforce all laws and regulations for wie prevention of crusly to
ammals; and

(e) Take the nécessa'ry measures to eradicate, prevent or cure all forms of
animal diseases.

(4) Be in the frontline of Veéeﬁﬁary—reiated activities, such 28 in the
outbreak of highly contagious and dca&iy digeases and in sit sations resuliing in the
depletion of animals for work and human consuraption, particularly those arising
from and in the aftermath of man-made and natural disasters and caiam'iﬁes; and

(5} Recommend to the sanggunian and advise the governor on all other
matters relative to veterinary services which will increase the nursber and tmprove
the quality of livestock, pouliry and other domestic animals used for work or
human consumption. I'

(C) Exercise such other powers and perform such other duties and
functions as may be prescribed by law or ordinance.

SEC. 40. The Provincial General Serw'ce;f Officer. ~ {(A) No person shall’
be appointed general services officer unless he is a citizen of the Philippines, a
resident of the province, of good moral characte, a holder of a college degree in
public administration, business administration or manz ement from a recognized
college or university and a first grade civil service eligible or its equivalent. He
must have aéquired expericice it general services, including management of
supply, property, solid waste disppsal and general ganitation for at least five ysars.

The appointmf;}ﬁ of a prd*ﬁn'céa} general s%&eg officer shall be mandatory.

{B) The general services officer shall take charge of the office of general

services, and shall:
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(1) Formulate measures for the consideration of the sanggunian and
provide technical assistance and support to the governor in carrying out measures
fo ensure the delivery of basic services and provision of adeguate facilities pursuant
to Section 17 of the Local Government Code of 1991, and those v ich require
general services expertise and technical support services;

(2} Develop plans and strategies and, vpon approval theceof by the
governor, implement the same, particularly those which have to do with general
services supportive to the welfare of the inhabitants which the governor is
empowerad to implement and which the sanggunian is empowered to provide for
under the Local Government Code of 1991;

© (3} In addition to the foregoing duties and functions, the general services
officer shall: _ ’ _ Ny

(a) Take custody of and be accounteble for all propertics, real or personal,
owned by the provincial government and those gramted to it in the form of
donation, repatation, assistance and céuﬁ‘wrgaﬂ of joint projects;

(b) With the approval of the governor, assign-building or land space to
provinciai officials or other public officials, who by law are eniitled to such space;

(¢y Recommend to the governor the reasonable rental rates for local
government properties, whether real or versonal, which will be leased to public or
private entities by the provincial governwent; - |
(d) Recommend to the gs:}{rem@r the reascnable rental rates of private
properties which ‘may be leased for the official use of the provincial government;

(e) Maintain and supervise janiiorial, security, landscaping and other
related services in all 1;}{:&1 government public buildings and other veal properxty,
whether owned or leased by the pmﬁnciaﬁ government;

(f) Collate and disseminate information regarding prices, shipping and
other costs of supplics and othier iterns commgﬁ"fg?’ used by the provincial
government; .

(g} Perform archival and record managem%?t,with respect {0 records of

offices and departments of the province; and
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(hy Perform all other functions pertaining to supply and property
managerment heretofore performed by the local government treasurer, and enforce
policies on records creation, maintenance and déspoSaE.

{4y Be in the froutline of general serviccwéiatgd activities, such as the
possibie or imminent destruction or damage to records, supplies, pmpertiés and
structures, and the oraerly and sanilary cleaning up of waste materials or debris,
particularly during and in the aftermath of man-made an¢ natural disasters and
calamities; and

{(5) Recommend to the sanggunian and advise the governor on all matters
relative to general services,

(C) Exercise such other powars and perform such other duties and
functions as may be prescribed by law or ¢ sedinance.

SEC. 41. The Provincial Coopemﬂves Gﬁlc@f’ — {A) No person shall-be
appointed cooperatives officer umnless: iza is & citizen @i‘ %‘ nie Philippines, a resident of
the province, of good moral cha‘rac‘tﬁr, a holder of a coﬂege degree preferably in
business administration course with 3;@@ cial tratning m cgmmamm or any related
course from a recogmzeé college or university anéx a first grade civil service
eligible or its equivalent. He ust have ace mrad mpmence in cooperatives
organization and management for at least five years.

The appointment of s provincial cooperatives officer shall be mandatory.

(B) The. cooperatives officer -shall take c}:sarge of the office for the
development of coopersiives, and shall:

(1) Formulate measuves for the cm‘zsideraﬁém of the sanggunian and
provide technical assistance and support to the governor in cairying out measures
to ensure the delivery of basic sewic*.;,s and provision of adequate facilities through
the development of cooperatives, and in pmviéingf access to such services and
facilities; ’

(2; Develop plans and st{ategias and, uﬁon approval thercof by the
governor, implement the same, pm*’&m}aﬁy those which have to do W“I"f" integrat’on
of cooperatives principles and methods in programs which the governor is
empowered to implement and which the saﬁgguniaé is empowered to provide for

under the Local Government Code of 1991,
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(3) In addition to the forspcing duties and functions, the cooneratives
officer shall: ‘

{a) Assist in the organization of cooperatives;

(b) Provide technical and other forms of assistance to existing
cooperatives 1o enhance their viability as an economic enterprise and social
organization; and

{c) Assist cooperatives in establishing linkages with government agencics
and nongovemmental organizations involved in the promotion and integration of
the concept of cooperatives in the Hvelthood of the people and other community
activities. ' ‘

(4) Be in the frontline of cooperatives organization, rehabilitation or
viability enhancement, particuiarly during and in the aftermalh of man-made and
natural disasters and calamities, to aid in their survival and, if necessary,
subsequent rehabilitation; and

(5 Recommmend to the sanggunian and advise the governor on all other
matiers relative to cooperatives development and viability enhancement which will
improve the tivelihood and quaiily of life of the inhabitants.

(C) Exercise such other nowers and perform such other duties and
functions as may be prescribed by law ot ordinance. »

SEC. 42,  The Provincial Architect. — {A) No person shall be appointed
architect unless he is a citizen of the Philippines, a resident of the provinee, of good
moral character and a duly lcensed architect. He must have practiced his
profession for at least five years.

The appointment of a pmvinci%i architect shall be opt:onal.

(B) * The architect shall take charge of the office on architectural planning
and desigr, and shall:

(1) Formuizie measures for the consideration of the sangeunian and
provide technical assistance and support to the governor in carrying out measurcs

to ensurt the delivery of basic services and provision of adequate facilities relative
| L !r |

to architectural planning and design as provided for under Section 17 of the Local

CGovernment Code of 1991;
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(2) "Develop plans and strategies and, upon approvél thereof by the
governor, implement the same, particularly those which have to do wid
archiiectural planning and design programs and projects which the governor is
empowered to implement and which the sanggunmian is empowered to provide for |
under the Local Government Code of 199{;

(3) In addition to the foregoing duties and ﬁméii{m&:, the archiicet shail:

(a) Prepare and recommend for consideration of the sanggunian the
architectural plan and design for the province or a part thereof, including the
renewal of slums and uvlighted areas, land reclamation activities, the greening of
land, and approptiate planning of marine and foreshore areas;

(b) Review and recommend for appropriate action of the sanggunian and the
governor, the architectural plan and design submitted by governmental and
nongovemmenéa} entities or individuals, paﬁicuiaﬁy those for undeveloped,
underdeveloped and poaﬂy—designe& arcas; and

(¢ Coordinate with government agencies and nongovernimental entities
and individuals involved in the acsthetics and the maximurm utilization of the land
and water within the jurisdiction of the province, cdmpaﬁme with environmenisl
integrity and ecological balance.

{4y Be in the frontiine of the delivery of basic services involving
architectural planning and design, particularly those related to the redesigning of
spatial distribution of hasic facilities and physicé} structures during and in the
aftermath of man-made and natural calamities and disasters; and

(5} Recormnmend to the sanggunian and acvise the governor on 2il cther
matters related to architectural planming and design as it relates to the fotal
socioeconomic development of the province.

- {C) Exercise such other vowers and perform such other duties a:nd
functions as may be prescribed by law or ordinance.

SEC. 43, The Provincial g’apufcziﬁ@n Qﬁ?ﬂe}~ {A) No person shall be
appointed population officer unless he is a citizen of the Philippines, a resident of
the province, of good moral cheracter, & bolder of a college degree viih specialized
fraining in population devciegaméﬁf from a recagnézge({ college or university and a

first grade civil service eligible or its equivalent. He nwst have acquired experience
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in the implementation of programs on population development or responsible
parenthood for at least five years,

Tae appointment of a provincial population officer shall be optional. -

(B) The population officer shall take charge of the office on population
development, and shall: ’

(1y. Formulate measures for the consideration of the sengpunian and

provide technical assistance and support to the governor in carrying out measures

to ensure the delivery ¢5 basic services and provision of adequate facilities relative

.o the integration of the population development principles and in providing access

to said services and facé}ftécs;

{2} Develop plans and stfategies and, upon éppmvaﬁ theyeof by the
governor, implement the same, particularly those which have to do with the
integration of population development principles and wethods m programs arz&
projects which the governor is empowered to implement and which the sanggunian
is empowered to provide for under the Loca! Covernment Cede of 1991

(3) In addition to the foregoing duties and functions, the population
officer shall:

& (a) Assist the govemor in the implemeniation of the constitutional
provisiens relative to popuiation development and the promotion of responsible
parenthood, e

(b) Establish a%é roaintain an updated data bank for program operations,
development planning and an educational program o ensure the people’s
participation in and inderstanding of population development; and

(¢) Implement apgropnate ireining programs responsve to the cuitural
heritage of the inhabitants,

(C) Exercise such other powsrs and perform such other duties and
functions as may be prescribed by law or ordinance.

SEC. 44, The Provincial Informetion r@:ﬁe@x ~ {A} Mo persony shall -be

4
&

appointed information officer Uniess he is a citizen of the Philippines, a resident of
the province, of good moral character, & h@%d{zfg aof a college degree prefersbly in
journalism, mass communications or any related course from a recognized college

or university and a first grade civil seivice eligible or its equivalent. He must have
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acquired experience in writing articles and research papers, or fn writing for print,
television or breadcast media for at least three vears,
The appointment of a provincial information officer shall be optional.

(B) The wmiformation officer shall take charge of the office on public
jnformation, and shall:

(1) Formulaie teasures for the consideration of the sanggunian and
provide techpical asswtance and support to the governor in providing the
information and résearch data required for the delivery of basic services and
provision of adequate facmt:es so that the public becomes aware of said services
and may fully avail of the same;

(2) Develop plans and strategies and, upon approval thereof by the
governor, implement the same, particuiarly those whic}}g have to do with public
111f0‘rm‘mon and research data to support the programs and projects which the

govemor is empowered to implement and which the sanggunian is empowered to

provide for under the Local Goverrurent Code of 1581

(3) In addition to the foregoing duties and functions, the information
officer si.all: ' '

(2) Provide relevant, aéeqﬁate and timely information to the provincial
government and its residents;

(b) Maintamn e%'feciive liaison with the various sectors of the community
on matters and issues that affect the livelihood and the quality of life of the
inhabitants - and‘encoumge support for programs of the local and national

government; -

{c)  Assist the governor in.the e&aabhs,hmwt rsidlenance @nd 4 promotion
of Tocal area tourism programs and projects; and

(&) Furnish information and date on the provisice to government agencies
or offices as may be reguired by law or ordinance and nongovermmental

organizaticns to be furnished o aa?m agencies and erganizations.
. I‘:

.

(4) Be in the frontline in providing information during and in the
aftermath of man-made and natursl disasters snd © a ities. with special attention
to the victims thereof, io help ‘:‘i‘imim‘l'-’@ injuries @ ghd casuaitws during and afler the

emergency, and accelergte reliel and vehabilitation; and
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(5} Recommend to the sanggunisn and advise the govemor on all other
matters relative to public information and research data as it relates to the total
socioeconomic development of the province.

{C) Exercise such other powers an:! perform such other duties and
functions as may be prescribed by law or crdinance.

5 ARTICLE VIl
THE PROVINCIAL FIRE STATION, THE PROVINCIAL JAlL, THE PROVINCIAL SCHOOL
' DIVISION, THRE PROVINCIAL PROSECUTION SERVICE AND THE PROVINCIAL

ENGINESRING DISTRICT

SEC. 45. The Provincial Fire Station Service. — (A) There shall he
established in the Province of Dinagat Islend ar least five fire stations with
adequate personnel, fire fighting {acilities and eqﬁipment, by %he Department of the
Interior and Local CGovermment (DILG) within two months upon -the
commencement of the cofporate existence of ihe new province.

The provincial government shall provide the necessary land or sites of the
provincial fire stations. |

(BY The provincial fire station service shall be headed by a provincial fire

raarshal whose qualifications shall be as those provided for under Republic Act No.

)

6975, otherwise known as the Philippine National Police Law.

(C) The provincial fire stations shall be resaonsivle for the protection and
various emergency services such as réscue and evacuation of injured people at five-
related incidents and, in general, fire prevention, and suppression measures to
secure the safety of life and ?mpeﬁy of the citizenry. | |

SiC. 46. The Provincial Jail Service. ~ {A) There shall be established and
maintained in the Province of Dinagat Island, within two months from the
commencement of the corporate existence of the provinee, by the DILG a secured,
clean, adequately equépped‘ and sanitary jail facility for the custouy and
safekeeping of prisoners, any figitive from ju§§§'c§;, or person detained awaiting
investigaﬁén or irizl andfor transfer to the unational penitentiary, snd/or viclent

mexntally 11 person who endangers himself or ﬁfié& safety of cihers, duly certified as

b . i oL, )
“such by the proper wpedical health officer, ‘g’}é:mﬁmg the transfer to a mental

institution.
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“and control of i

(B) The provincial jail service shali be headed by & provincial jail warden
who raust be a graduate of a four year course in psycﬁoiagy, g}gyc%ﬁ'atry, sociology,
nursing, social work or criminology who shall assist in the ivynediate rehabilitation
of individuals or detention of prisoners. Great care must be exercised so that human
rights of these pmmwrg are respected and protected, and their spivimual and
physical weli- hemg are properiy and promptly atiended fo.

SEC. 4’7. The Dinagaé Island Provincial School Division. ~ (A) The
Department of Education shall, within two months fom the cormencement of the
cotporate existence of the province herein created, establish and maintain a
separate school division in the Province of Dinagst Island whose jurisdiction shall
cover the municipalities under the lone legisiative district of the province.

(8) The peovincial school division shell be headed %:.»v a divizion
superintendent who must possess the necessary @uahﬁscatmm required by the
Department of Educatiorn.

SEC.48. The Provincial Prosecution Service. - (A) There shall be
established and maintained in the Province of Dinagat Island 2 prosecution service

n

by the Department of Justice (DO}, within two rmonths from the commencement
of the corporate existenve of the province herein created, which shall be headed by
a provincial prosecutor and such number of assistant prosecuiors as mey be
TECATSETY, who shall be or gamzatxonaﬁy part of the DOJ and under the supervision
 the Secretary Gf ‘;b DO, and w :Ez s¢ qualifications, rpanner of
appoiniment, rank, salary and benefis shall be governed by existing laws covering
prosecutors in the DOJ.

(B) The provincial prosecutor shall handle the criminal prosecution in the

~F

in the ional trial couris for

ilﬂ

municipal trial courts in the province as well a
criminal cases originating in the temi;ory of the province, and shaﬂi render 10 and
for the province such other services as ere required by law or regulation of the
OJ.

The regional trial courts and other cmﬁ?&éﬁdm' the DOJ of adjoining

¥

muticipalities shall coni' nue fo iy, erimes and ‘“msmmeaﬂsh mn‘*mzﬁed within the

]
jurisdiction of the new province. "The court first %;akmg jurisdiction of such offense

shall thereafter retain exciusive jurisdiction thereof,
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Sec. 49, The Dinagat Island Provincial Engineering District, — There
shall be established and muaintained by the Deﬁ:sarémerzé of Public Works and
Highways (DPWH) a i3parate and independent highway engineering district for
the Province of Dinagat Island, within two months from the commencement of the
corporate existence of the province herein created, which shall be headed by a
district engineer and such number of assistant district engineers as may be
necessary, who shall be organizationally part of the DPFWH, and under the
sijpervision and control of the Secretary of the DPWH, and whose qualifications,
manner of appointment, rank, salary and bepefits shall be governed by existing
laws.

| ARTICLE IX
TRANSITORY AND FiNAL PROVISIONS

SEC, 50. Plebiscite. — The Province of Dinagat Island shall be created, as

provided for in this Act, upon approval by a majority of the votes cast by the voters

of the affected. areas in a plebiscite ‘to be conducted a1d supervigsed by the

Commission on Eicctmns within thirty {30) days %am the date of the effectivity of

this Act.

The amount necessary for the conduct of the plebiscite shall be charged to
the appropriation of the Province of Surigao del Noﬁe.

SEC. 51. Commencement of C@r;mmie Existence. ~ The Province of
Dinagat Island shall commence its corporate existence vpon the election aifid
qualification of the govermor, vice governor and majority of the members of the
sanggunieng panlalawigan. \

SEC, 52. Qaf cials of the Province of Din nogat Yoland. — (A) The Srst set of
elective officials of ’the Province of Dinagat Island shall be elected in the nexi local
elections following the effectivity of this Act. . |

The President of the Philippines shall appoint an mterim governor, vice
governor and ﬁemberw of the lgzﬁwgumm pm&gggéﬁfigaﬁg Who shall gerve only
until a new set of provincial © "‘é‘;csa}s have been @%ﬁeieﬂ and cualified.

(B). The incumbent rmgrea&mnai v*ep&*esamaﬁves of the p&eﬁﬁm Province

of Surigao del Notie shall continue to represent their respective legislative districts

unti! the expiration of the erm of orf 1ce,
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SEC. 53, Organization of the Provincial Govermment. — Al provincial
appointive positions inshe Provinee of Dinagat Island as enumerated in Section 9
hereof shall be filled within sixty {60} days after the effectivity of this Act. This
shall be done without prejudice to the ofiicialy and employees of the present.
Province of Surigac del Norte, who moy wigh to serve in the Province of Dinagat
Island.

SEC. 54. Suspension of Increase in Rares of Local Taxes. — No mcrease in
the rates of local taxes shall be imposed by the province within the period of five
years from its acquisition of corporate existence. Motwithstanding any existing law
or ordinance to the contrary, real property tax in the locality shall not be increased
within five years upon its creation into a new province.

SEC. 55. Proportionate Division. — Upon the effectivity of this Act, the
obtigations, funds, asseis and other properties of the present Province of Surigao
del Norte shall be divided proportionaiely between the Province of Surigac <o
Norte and the P;*ov:imeéof Dinagat Island by the President of the Philippines upon
the recommendation of the Commission on'Audit.

S¥C. 56. Applicability of Laws. — The provisions of Republic Act No.
7160, otherwise knowr zs the Locdl Government Code of 1991, and other laws as
are applicable to provinces shall govern the Province of Dinagat Isiand insofar as
they arc not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act.

SEC. 57. Separabilily Clause. — If any part of this Act is declared invalid
or unconstituifonal, the other parts or pmvisééﬁs hereof shall remain valid and

effective.

Sec. 58, Effectivity. ~ This Act shall take effect fifieen {(15) days upon its

1

pxagen b

publication in at least two newspapers of general ciroulation and leca! ciroulation.

Approved,



