
HOUSE OF KEPRESENTATIVES 

H. No. 5908 

AN ACT DECLARING THE SUBA CAVES IN BARANGAY TINA, 
MIJNICIPALITY OF SAN MIGUEL, PROVINCE OF SURIGAO 
DEL SUR, AN ARCH/\EOLOGICAL SITE AND APPROPRIATING 
FUNDS 1’1-IEREFOR 

De i/ eviocred by [lie Senare and I h m  ~J’Xeprrse~~larives of lhe Philippines in 

Congres a,ssenihled: 

SeCrIoN 1. Declnrulion ($Subs Caves Complex Archaeological Sile. - 

111 order io preserve the rich cultural heritage found i n  Surigao del Sur, the 

archaeological areas in Suba Caves located in Barangay Tina, Municipality of 

San Miguel, Province of Surigao del Sur, as delineated by the excavations of 

the National Museum, are hereby declared an archaeological site to be known 

as tile “Sriba Caves Coinplex Arcliacological Site” 

SEC.2.  The National Museum shall oversee the protection of the 

ciiltiiral properties in the Suba Caves Coinplex Arcliaeological Site, undertake 



7 

the necessary interdisciplinnry research. and coordi]i:ite with the Departnient o f  

Environnieiit and Naiiil-al Resoui'ces (DEN R) m d  other coiiceriicd governiiient 

and iiongoveriiment entities regal-ding t l i e  piotrct ioi i  o f t l ie  iiatiiral resource~ of 

the Suba Caves Complex and its dcvelopmeiit iiilo a major archaeological and 

eco-toiii-isin destination in  the Caraga Region 

'The Philippine National Police shall assist the National Museum in 

managing and protecting the Suba Caves Complex Arcliaeological Site 

~ p u r ~ i i a i i t  to tlie provisions of Republic Act No. 4846, otherwise known as the 

"Cultural Properties Preservation and Protection Act", as amended by 

Presidential Decree No. 374, especially in the w e s t  and apprehension of 

treasure hunters and pot hunters 

S i x  3. All excavations in the Suba Caves Complex Archaeological 

Site shall be under the control and supervision of.the National Museum, which 

shall co~iserve and preserve tlie artifacts unearthed in the site to their original 

and iiitriiisic value. 

To promote public awareness 011 the cultural value of the site, the 

National Musetiin shall share ,with the local cominuiiilies in the province the 

results of the archaeological researches undertaken in the area through 

miiseuin-type exhibitions, displays and preliminary interpretations of the 

archaeological materials recovered. 

SI:('. 4. 'The Suba Caves Complex Archaeological Site shall be subject 

to a s s e w i i e i i t  o f  its biological, geological and Iiydrological features or 

resources, arid likewise shall be inanaged and protected from deforestation, 

denudation or collapse pursuant to Republic Act No. 9072, otlierwise known as 
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the “National Caves and Cave Resources Maiiagement and Protcctioii Act” and 

its implenietititig rules and regulations. 

S i x .  5 .  Penrriiies. ~ Anyone caught exploring, excavating or found to 

be i n  possession of excavated cttltiiral properties kom the Suba Caves 

Coinplex Archazological Site without proper permit froin the National 

Museum shall be considered to have violated this Act, and shall be subject to 

the penal provisions of Presidential Decree No. 314, amending certain sections 

of Republic Act No.4S46. 

Sr,c 6 .  Appf’opf’ralioiis. ~ The Director of the National Museum shall 

immediately include ill the agency’s program the tiiaintenance and operation of 

the Suba Caves Complex Archaeological Site, the funding of which shall be 

included in the annual Geiieral Appropriations Act. 

SEC. 7. Efecrivig. - This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days after 

its publication in the Oflciai Gazette or in a iiational newspaper of general 

circulation, whichever comes earlier. 

Approved, 


