
Submitted by the Committees on Public iriformalion and Mass Media; and 
Justice and Human Rights on s t : :  fl I .  ‘i YC ii! .‘I I 

Re : Senate Bill No. 1420 

Recommending its approval without amendnreni. 

Sponsor: Senator Revilla, Jr. 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

The Committees on Public Informalion arid Mass Media; and Justice and 

!\lo. 1.120, itnlroduced by Human Rights, to which was referred Senate Bill 

Senator Aquilino Q. Pimentel, Jr., enlitled: 

have considered the same and has the honor to report it back to the Senate with 

the recomtnendation that it be approved without amendment. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Human Rights 

Chairmen: 

t? on Justice and Human Rights 
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"In sr ~~~~~~~ irr WfkiCiU tYrerr?, is no CipPIv, and in t~~~~~ 
no ~ ~ ~ i ~ u ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  the ctiaiy arbiter or ~ e ~ ~ ~ v ~ ~ ~  is public 
opinion. But ~~~~~~ apir ~~~~~~~~~ of the ~r~~~~~~~~ 
urge tci c ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ r ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  in ~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~i~~~~~~ is less ~~~~~~~~ 

than any other systeno w 

~~~~~~ ~~W~~~ 

Justice Malcolm oiice wrote that public opiiiiori snould be the constant 
source of liberty and dernocracy rising sups ior to ani/ official, or set of officials, 
to the Chief Executive, to the Lt~~is lat i~ i -~?, to the .luditiary. The value placed on 
public opinion is enshrined ii\ out Const.ilui.iun which guarantees freedorn of 
expression, freedorn of r,peech &i?6 1-reedoin of ihe press. However, the interest 
of society demands not rierc!ly righi .io expi'ess one's thoughts but the right 
to an educated and eniiyhiened public opinion. Essential to the protection of the 
freedom of expression is the promotion 0 1  a luli ciiscussion of public affairs. The 
freedom of speech and exptsssiori enshr-ined in the Constitution necessarily 
embraces a correlative right of reply, which is the right to reply to every form of 
expression protected under the Constitution, especially to accusations or 
criticisms published or aired t k x i y h  the iT;RSS media. 

This Acl  enables all peisons to equitably exercise their right of reply in 
the field of broadcast and ptint rrieciia zind protects its exercise by providing 
penalties for violation of such i5$1t. 
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13th Congress of the Republic ) 
of the Phiiippirics 

First Regular SeSsion 

Be it enacted by the Senate and tiouse ol liepresenlatives of the Philippines in 
Congress assembled: 

SEmgOE\I d. ~~~~~~ of repig;. .- fill persotis iiatural or juridicai who are 

accused directly or iridirecily of cortnmiltii ig, I i a ~ m g  coiriimi"i:ed or of intending to 

commit any crime or orfense defined by law o r  are ctiticized by innuendo, 

suggestion or rumor for any lapse iri be lwio i  in pubiic or private life shali have 

the right to reply to the cttarges puhiisl.tec1 or printed in inewspapers, magazines, 

newsletters or publicatioiis circulated conm~icially or ior free, or criticisms aired 

or broadcast over radio, television, websiks, or througii any electronic device. 

SEC. 2. W~~~~ reply ~~~~~~~~~~~. I- The reply of the person so 

accused or criticized shall be published i i i  ihe same space of the newspapers, 

magazine, newsletter or ~srblicatioi-i or aired over the same program on radio, 

television, website, or through any electronic device. 

SEC. 3. Wt~en ~~~~~~~~~~. -- is :;hall publislied or broadcast not later 

than one day after the reply shali I i a e  been delivered to the editorial office of 

the publication concerned oi' to the station that carried the broadcast being 

replied to. 

SEC. 4. Length of ~~~~~~~ I. The reply slmll not be longer than the 

17 accusation or criticism as published or brmdcast. 
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SEC. 5. Free of C ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  - The publication or broadcasting pf the 

reply shall free of charge, [jdytiietti ijt ii:c-i;. 

SEC. 6. ~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~ -.I Tile rC:Pl!i shslil be published or broadcast 

except for libelous allegations. 

SEC. 7. ~~~~~~~~~~. - The eclil-c~r-in-chief and the publisher or station 

manager and ov~net of the brcjadca2sl nietliiini who fails 01' refuses to publish or 

broadcast the reply as inancial-eci ir'i i l ~  preceding section siiall be fined in an 

amount not exc,eecliticJ P10,XIO f u  til? first otiense; P20,OOO for the second 

offense; and P30,OOO and impr'isonment for not more than 30 days for the third 

offense. 

SEC. 8. The publication ui tile i.epiy does not preclude recourse to other 

rights or remedies availabk to the party or' I.)arties concerned. 

SEC. 9. This Act shall take effect tifteeii (15) days following its 

publication in three (3) newspapei 5 oi g e i . 1 ~ ~ 1  circulation. 

Approved, 

- 2 -  


