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This bill proposes to create a network of pop-up bicycle lanes and people-oriented
emergency pathways in local government units (LGUs) and thus, shall be known as the
Safe Pathways Act.

The pathways are intended for non-motorized vehicles and alternative transport modes
such as bicycles. This is in line with the need for physical distancing and limited mobility,
amid the lack of public transport in the time of COVID-19 pandemic.

These lanes, while intended for non-motorized vehicles may accommodate electric
scooters, electric tricycles, and similar transport modes subject to guidelines to be set
by the Department of Transportation (DOTr) and other agencies. These pathways shall
directly connect users like essential and front line workers to medical facilities and other
private and public places.

The bill also mandates the provision of adequate parking spaces for non-motorized
vehicles in all public places, government offices, and major commercial establishments.
To promote the use of non-motorized transport modes, public and private sectors are
also instructed to develop necessary infrastructure facilities and programs for
implementation. Such facilities include showers, changing areas and hydration spaces
and equipment.
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This measure also provides that DOTr, DILG, and Department of Public Works and
Highways (DPWH), in coordination with relevant agencies, shall prepare to permanently
adopt the safe pathways measure, as appropriate. In line with this, the DPWH is
instructed to revise its manuals and guidelines for road design and construction to
include the aspect of safety for pedestrians and non-motorized vehicle users; and to
consider the allocation of road space for non-motorized vehicles on national and local
roads.

The DOTr, and DPWH in coordination with the LGUs, shall be in charge of the

identification and creation of these pathways. The LGUs shall issue the necessary
measures for the adoption and implementation of this measure.

(Summary prepared by: Ma. Trinidad D. Llorito, 12 August 2020)
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