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[REPUBLIC ACT NO. 1 1 3 9 8 ]

AN ACT REGULATING THE PRACTICE OF THE FISHERIES 
PROFESSION IN THE PHILIPPINES, CREATING FOR 
THE PURPOSE A PROFESSIONAL REGULATORY 
BOARD OF FISH ERIES, AND APPROPRIATING 
FUNDS THEREFOR

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
Philippines in Congress assembled:

ARTICLE I
Title, Declaration of Policy, Objectives 

AND Definition  of Terms

Section l. Short Title. -  This Act shall be known as 
the “Philippine Fisheries Profession Act”.

Sec . 2. Declaration of Policy. -  It is hereby declared 
the pohcy of the State to provide priority attention and support 
to professionalize the practice of the fisheries profession in the



Philippines, which will be beneficial to sustain the food security 
and economic development of the country, and to upgrade the 
standards of fisheries education. These policies are provided 
for in Repubhc Act No. 8550, otherwise known as the ‘Tisheries 
Code of 1998” and Republic Act No. 8435, otherwise known as 
the “Agriculture and Fisheries Modernization Act of 1997”.

Pursuant to this national policy, the government shall:
(1) provide a program to set up an appropriate and healthy 
environm ent for the practice of the fisheries profession; and
(2) establish quality standards for fisheries professionals 
th a t will guide fisheries schools/fisheries colleges, through 
the  Commission on H igher E ducation (CHED), for the 
development of curricular programs th a t will a tta in  the high 
standards of the profession.

Sec . 3. Definition of Terms. -  As used in this Act:

(a) Aquaculture refers to fishery operations involving 
all forms of farming fish and other aquatic plants and animals 
in fresh, brackish, and marine waters;

(b) Aquatic resources refer to fish and other living 
resources of the aquatic environm ent th a t have or will have 
commercial value when utiHzed;

(c) Fisheries refers to all activities relating to the science 
and  act or busin ess  of fish ing , cu ltu rin g , p reserv ing , 
processing, marketing, developing, conserving, and managing 
of aquatic resources and environment;

(d) Fisheries sector refers to the sector engaged in the 
production, growing, harvesting , processing, m arketing, 
developing, conserving, and managing of aquatic resources and 
environment;

(e) Fisheries profession refers to the practice of the 
science and technical knowledge and skills of all areas of 
f ish e r ie s  (ca tch ing , fa rm in g , p rocessing , m ark e tin g , 
m anagem ent, and conservation of aquatic resources and 
environment);

r (f) Fisheries professional refers to a person who is 
technically qualified and competent to practice the fisheries



profession and who has been issued a Certificate of Registration 
and Professional Identification Card as fisheries professional^ 
by the Board and the Commission;

(g) Accredited and Integrated Professional Organization 
(AIPO) refers  to an in te g ra te d  n a tio n a l organization , 
association, or society that is granted accreditation by the Board 
and the Commission as the Accredited Integrated Professional 
Organization of Fisheries Professionals; and

(h) Scope of examination refers to the range of topics or 
subjects provided by the Board in the syllabi of the four (4) 
areas of scope of examination for fisheries professionals in 
Sections 8(m) and 14 of this Act.

Sec . 4. Scope and  Practice of the Fisheries Profession. 
-  The scope and practice of the fisheries profession is the 
apphcation of the fundamental and known principles of fisheries 
to the pecuhar conditions and requirements of fisheries as an 
industry and as a field of science and shall include the following:

(a) C onsu lta tion , ev a lua tion , in v estig a tio n , and 
management services in fisheries;

(b) Preparation of fisheries design on inland, coastal, 
and offshore hatcheries and production systems; its plans, 
specifications, and project feasibility studies and estimates. 
Provide supervision, and management services to ensure the 
incorporation of prescribed plans, and specifications in creating 
the biological, and environm ental requirem ents for normal 
grow th of fish species and aq u a tic  o rgan ism s d u ring  
construction, installation, operation, and maintenance of farm, 
outdoor and indoor facihties; on the operations and maintenance 
of post-harvest facilities, and equipment, including proper 
handling of fish catch in fishing vessel; and other fisheries 
fac ilities , system s and  technologies, in  co llaboration / 
consultation with other disciplines;

(c) Conduct of research and development, training, and 
extension work in fisheries, aquatic resources, aquaculture, 
and post-harvest technologies;

(d) Management of fisheries resources, and manufacture 
of fishery products, marketing of fish and fishery products, or 
both;



(e) Teaching fisheries courses in higher institutions of 
learning in the Philippines recognized by the government;

(f) Study and treatm ent of fish diseases and parasites 
tha t affect fishing, post-harvest and aquaculture activities and 
projects;

(g) Employment in the government and private sectors 
where the positions require the knowledge and expertise of a 
fisheries professional except in small-scale fisheries operations 
of municipal fisherfolk such as fishing, aquaculture, and fish 
processing where licensed fisheries professionals are not 
required;

(h) Administration, and conduct of hcensure examination, 
and registration and licensing of fisheries professionals;

(i) Supervision, and regulation of the practice of the 
fisheries profession in the Philippines; and

(j) U pgrading of the fisheries profession and the 
professionalization of fisheries professionals.

Scientists and professionals in closely related fields to 
fisheries and in support of multidisciplinary fisheries activities 
such as economics, social science, engineering, marine biology, 
oceanography/lim nology and o thers who may im m erse 
themselves in fisheries activities tha t do not require technical 
knowledge in fisheries, are exempted from the Licensure 
requirements for fisheries professionals.

ARTICLE II

Professional Regulatory Board of F isheries

Sec . 5. Creation and  Composition of the Professional 
Regulatory Board of Fisheries. -  W ithin ninety (90) days 
after the effectivity of this Act, there shall be created the 
Professional Regulatory Board of Fisheries, hereinafter referred 
to as the Board, under the adm inistrative supervision and 
control of the Professional Regulation Commission (PRC), 
hereinafter referred to as the Commission. The Board shall be 
composed of a Chairperson and four (4) members. Preferably, 
each member shall represent one of the four (4) fields of 
specialization listed in Section 14, Article III, hereof, to be 
appointed by the President of the Philippines from a list of 
three (3) recommendees of the Commission chosen from a list



of four (4) nominees for each position subm itted by the^ 
Accredited Integrated Professional Organization of Fisheries 
Professionals; Provided, That a member representing a field 
of specialization has a t least a bachelor’s degree in th a t 
particular field of specialization.

The Chairperson and the four (4) members of the Board 
must be registered professionals and issued with certificates of 
registration and professional identification cards at the time 
of their appointment.

Sec . 6. Qualifications of the Members of the Board. -  
The Chairperson and members of the Board shall, at the time 
of their appointment, possess the following qualifications:

(a) Must be a natu ra l born citizen and resident of the 
Phihppines;

(b) Must be a t least forty (40) years of age;

(c) Must be of proven integrity and of high moral and 
ethical values in one’s personal as well as professional conduct;

(d) Must not have been convicted by a court in a final 
judgm ent in a crime involving moral turpitude;

(e) Must be a holder of a Bachelor’s degree in the field of 
fisheries, or a holder of a M aster or Doctorate degree in the 
field of fisheries from a school, college, or university recognized 
by the Government or abroad, and has been engaged in the 
practice of fisheries profession for a t least ten (10) years before 
appointment;

(f) Must not be connected with any school, college, or 
university granting a degree tha t qualifies graduates of such 
degree for admission to the hcensure examination for fisheries 
professionals; and

(g) Must not be an incumbent officer or trustee of the 
accredited professional organization for fisheries professionals.

Sec . 7. Term of Office. -  The Chairperson and Members 
of the Board shall hold office for a term of three (3) years or 
until their successors shall have been qualified and appointed. 
They may, however, be appointed for a second term. Any 
vacancy in the Board shall be filled for the unexpired portion



of the term  only. Each member shall take an oath of office prior 
to the assumption of duties.

The incumbent Chairperson and members shall continue 
to serve until their replacements shall have been appointed 
and qualified.

Sec . 8. Powers and  Functions of the Board. -  The 
Board shall have the authority to:

(a) Promulgate, adopt, and issue rules and regulations 
to carry out the provisions of this Act;

(b) Administer and supervise the hcensure examination 
for admission to the practice of the fisheries profession;

(c) Supervise and regulate the hcensure, registration 
and practice of the fisheries profession;

(d) A dm in ister the  o a th  of a p ro fessional to the 
successful examinees in the hcensure examination for fisheries 
professionals in appropriate mass oath-taking ceremonies to 
be held for the purpose;

(e) Register and issue certificates of registration to 
successful examinees in hcensure exam inations for fisheries 
professionals and to persons quahfied to register as fisheries 
professionals without examination;

(f) Suspend, or revoke the certificate of registration and 
professional identification card of a fisheries professional for 
causes provided herein;

(g) Adopt an official seal of the Board as weU as the seal 
of fisheries professionals;

(h) Adopt and  p rom ulgate  a Code of E th ics  and 
Standards of Practice for Fisheries Professionals;

(i) Look into the conditions affecting the practice of the 
fisheries profession and whenever necessary, adopt measures 
as may be deemed appropria te  for the enhancem ent or 
maintenance of high professional and ethical standards of the 
practice of the fisheries profession;

r (j) Ensure, in coordination with the Commission on Higher 
Education (CHED), tha t all educational institutions offering 
courses in fisheries education comply with the policies, standards

.



and requirements of the course prescribed by the CHED in the 
areas of curriculum, faculty, hbrary, and facihties, as well as to 
conform itself with the Philippine Quahfications Framework 
(PQF) necessary for education and training provisions in the 
conformance towards learning outcomes;

(k) Hear, try, and decide administrative cases involving 
violations of the provisions of this Act and its implementing 
rules and regulations (IRR) including the Code of Ethics and 
Standards of Practice for Fisheries Professionals and, for this 
purpose, issue subpoena and subpoena duces tecum to secure 
the appearance of witnesses and the production of documents 
and to testify in connection herewith;

(l) Enforce compliance with Republic Act No. 10912, 
otherwise known as “Continuing Professional Development Act 
of 2016”. The Continuing Professional Development (CPD) law 
shall be mandatory for all fisheries professionals in coordination 
w ith  th e  acc red ited  n a tio n a l associa tion  of f ish e rie s  
professionals;

(m) Prepare, adopt and issue, in consultation with the 
academe, the syllabi or tables of specification of the subjects 
for the hcensure examinations and to amend the same; and

(n) To discharge and perform such other duties and 
functions as may be necessary to carry out the objectives and 
purposes of this Act.

Except on m atters which are ministerial in nature, all 
pohcies and functions of the Board embodied in resolutions as 
well as rules and regulations issued by the Board shall be 
subject to the review and approval of the Commission.

Sec . 9. Compensation and Allowance of the Chairperson 
and Members of the Board. -  The Chairperson and members 
of the Board shall receive compensation and allowances 
comparable to the compensation and allowances received by 
the Chairperson and members of other Professional Regulatory 
Boards.

Sec . 10. Removal and Suspension of the Chairperson 
and Members of the Board. -  The President may, upon



recommendation of the Commission, remove any member of 
the Board for any of the following causes;

(a) NegUgence;

(b) Incompetence;

(c) Immoral, dishonorable or unprofessional conduct;

(d) Violation of, or abetting the violation of, the Code of 
Ethics and Standards of Practice for Fisheries Professionals; 
and

(e) Conviction in a final judgm ent of a crime involving 
moral turpitude.

The right of the respondent to due process and be assisted 
by counsel in an investigation shall be respected and upheld. 
The P re s id en t may, also upon recom m endation  of the 
C om m ission, p rev en tiv e ly  su sp en d  a m em ber u n d er 
adm inistrative investigation.

Sec . 11. S uperv ision  of the B oard, Custody of its 
Records, Secretariat and Support Services. -  The Board shall 
be under the general supervision and administrative control of 
the Commission. AH records of the Board including appUcations 
for examination, exam ination papers and results, m inutes of 
deliberation, adm inistrative cases and other investigations 
involving examinees and fisheries technologists shall be kept 
and subject to the disposition of the Commission.

The Commission shall provide secretariat and support 
se rv ice s  to th e  B oard  for th e  e ffic ien t and  effective 
implementation of the provisions of this Act.

Sec . 12. Annual Report. -  The Board shall, a t the close 
of each calendar year, subm it an  an n u a l rep o rt to the 
Commission, of its proceedings and accomplishments during 
the year and make recom m endations for the adoption of 
measures that will upgrade the conditions affecting the practice 
of the fisheries profession in the Philippines.

ARTICLE III

Examination and Registration

Sec . 13. Licensure Exam ination. -  All applicants for 
registration for the practice of the fisheries profession shall be



required to undergo and pass a written examination as provided 
in this Act except those who qualify for registration unSer 
Section 25 of this Act. The licensure examination for fisheries 
professionals shall be given by the Board a t least once a year 
in such places and dates the Commission may designate in 
accordance with the provisions of Republic Act No. 8981.

Sec . 14. Scope of Examination. -  The examination for 
fisheries professionals shall basically cover the following fields:

(a) Aquatic Resources and Ecology;

(b) Aquaculture;

(c) Capture Fisheries; and

(d) Post-Harvest Fisheries.

The Board may also re-cluster, rearrange, modify, add, 
or exclude any of the foregoing subjects as the need arises and 
may recommend to the CHED changes in said subjects to 
conform to modern and advanced technologies in the fisheries 
profession.

Sec . 15. Qualifications of Applicants for Examination. 
— In order to be adm itted in the licensvme examination, it 
must be estabhshed to the satisfaction of the Board that a t the 
time of fihng of application, the applicant is:

(a) A citizen of the Philippines or of a foreign state/ 
country which observes reciprocity with the Philippines for 
the practice of fisheries profession;

(b) Of good moral character;

(c) Has not been convicted of any crime involving moral 
turpitude; and

(d) A graduate of a t least a Bachelor’s degree in the field 
of fisheries from a school, college, or university established 
and recognized by the Government, or a recognized university 
abroad.

Sec . 16. Fraudulent Application. -  The Board may 
suspend or revoke a certificate of registration and professional 
identification card already issued, if a registrant has been 
proven or found to have made misrepresentations in one’s 
apphcation for examination.
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Sec . 17. Rating in the Board Exam ination. -  To pass 
the licensure exam ination for fisheries professionals, a 
candidate m ust obtain a weighted general average rating of at 
least seventy-five percent (75%) and with no grade lower 
than  sixty percent (60%) in any given subject. However, if 
an examinee obtained a general weighted average rating of 
seventy-five percent (75%) or higher but obtained a rating below 
sixty percent (60%) in any given subject, the examinee shall 
be allowed to take the examination in the subject where a grade 
below sixty percent (60%) was obtained.

Sec . 18. Report of Ratings. -  The Board shall submit 
to the Commission the rating  obtained by each examinee in 
the hcensure examination within a period of ten (10) calendar 
days after the examination in the last subject unless extended 
by the Commission for ju s t and valid cause.

Sec . 19. Report on the Performance of Examinees in 
L icensure  E x am in a tio n . -  The B oard, th ro u g h  the  
Commission, may recommend to the CHED the following:

(a) The schools, colleges, or universities whose successful 
examinees in three (3) consecutive licensure examination for 
fisheries professionals is less than eight percent (8%) of the 
to ta l num ber of its  cand idates  who took the licensure 
examinations, shall be recommended for close monitoring of 
their fisheries program; and

(b) The names of schools, colleges, or universities whose 
successfu l exam inees in  five (5) successive licensure  
examination for fisheries professionals is less than eight percent 
(8%) of the total num ber of its examinees in each of the 
hcensure examination taken, and their fisheries course/program 
shall be recommended for closure.

Sec . 20. Issuance of Certificate of Registration and 
Professional Identification Card. -  A certificate of registration 
shall be issued to exam inees who passed the  licensure 
examination for fisheries professionals, as well as to a person 
th a t quahfied to register as a fisheries professional without 
examination, subject to the payment of fees prescribed by the 
Commission. The certificate of registration, which indicates 
th a t the person named therein is entitled to practice as a 
fisheries professional w ith all the benefits and privileges
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pertaining thereto, shall bear the signature of the Chairperson 
of the Commission and the Chairperson and members of the 
Board, and the seal of the Commission and the Board: 
Provided, That one shall be allowed to practice the profession 
w ithout the need of securing ano ther license from any 
government agency. The certificate of registration shall remain 
in full force and effect until revoked or suspended in accordance 
with this Act. A professional identification card, bearing the 
registration numbers and date of issuance, shall be renewed 
every  th re e  (3) y ea rs  and  upon com pliance w ith  th e  
requirem ents of the Board and the provisions of Republic 
Act No. 10912, otherwise known as “Continuing Professional 
Development Act of 2016”.

Sec . 21. Non-issuanceof Certificate of Registration and 
Professional Identification Card. -  The Board shall not 
register and issue a certificate of registration to any successful 
examinee tha t has been convicted by a court of competent 
jurisdiction of any criminal offense involving moral turpitude, 
or has been found guilty of immoral or dishonorable conduct 
after investigation by the Board, or has been declared to be of 
unsound mind. The reason for the refusal shall be set forth in 
writing.

Sec. 22. Revocation or Suspension of the Certificate of 
Registration, Professional Identification Card or Cancellation 
of Special Temporary Permit. -  The Board may, after giving 
proper notice of hearing to the party concerned, revoke the 
certificate of registration and professional identification card 
of a fisheries professional or suspend a person from the practice 
of the profession or cancel the special temporary perm it of a 
foreign national for unprofessional or unethical conduct, 
malpractice, negligence, incompetence, or violation of any of 
the provisions of this Act, its IRR, Code of Ethics and Standards 
of Practice for Fisheries Professionals, and Code of Good 
Governance.

Sec . 23. Reinstatement, Re-issuance, or Replacement 
of Certificate of Registration and  Professional Identification 
Card. -  The Board may, after two (2) years from the date of 
revocation of certificate of registration, reinstate any revoked 
ce rtif ic a te  of re g is tra tio n  and  re issu e  a P rofessional 
Identification Card: Provided, That the cause of disqualification 
or revocation has already ceased to exist.
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A suspended certificate of registration and professional 
identification card may be reinstated: Provided, That the 
suspended fisheries professional has established fitness to 
practice anew. The Board shall issue a resolution to effect such 
reinstatement.

Sec . 24. Continuing Professional Development. -  All 
fisheries professionals shall abide by the requirements, rules, 
and regulations as provided in Republic Act No. 10912 to be 
promulgated by the PRC Regulatory Board, subject to the 
approval of the Commission, in coordination with the AIPO for 
the fisheries profession and the representative of duly accredited 
educational institutions. For this purpose, the Board may create 
a CPD Council to im plement the CPD program subject to the 
guidelines as may be issued by the Board.

Sec . 25. R e g is tra tio n  of F ish e rie s  P ro fessio n a ls  
Without Examination. -  Upon approval of the application 
and payment of the prescribed fees, certificate of registration 
and professional identification card shall be issued to the 
apphcant for registration without examination who can prove 
to the satisfaction of the Board th a t items a, b, or c below has 
been met:

(a) The applicant has a t least a Bachelor’s degree in 
any field of fisheries such as marine biology, oceanography/ 
limnology, food science/technology/engineering, fish taxonomy, 
biotechnology as apphed in fisheries, aquatic biology, fishing 
boat design/engineering, aquatic resource management, fish 
health, fish nutrition, or fish chemistry from a school, college, 
or university established or recognized by the Government: 
Provided, That the applicant has passed any of the civil service 
examination in fisheries, or has been granted equivalent to 
second level eligibility by the Civil Service Commission by 
virtue of Presidential Decree No. 907, or passed the Career 
Service Professional exam ination adm inistered by the Civil 
Service Commission: Provided, further. That the applicant 
has served the fisheries industry in pubHc or private sector for 
a t least five (5) years before the effectivity of Republic Act 
No. 8550;

(b) The applicant has a M aster’s or Doctorate degree in 
fisheries or closely related fields such as marine biology, 
oceanography/limnology, food science/technology/engineering, 
fish taxonomy, biotechnology as applied in fisheries, aquatic

j
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biology, fishing boat design/engineering, aquatic resource 
management, fish health, fish nutrition, or fish chemistry 
from a school, college, or university, established or recognized 
by the G overnm ent: Provided, T hat the applicant has 
served the fisheries industry in public or private capacity for 
a t least five (5) years: Provided, further. That the applicant 
has published a t least one (1) research and technical paper 
in  reputable journals, books and proceedings w ithin the 
five (5)-year service in fisheries;

(c) The applicant is a graduate of a t least a Bachelor’s 
degree in fisheries from a school, college, or university, 
established or recognized by the Government: Provided, That 
the applicant has served the fisheries industry in the private 
sector for a total of five (5) years: Provided, further. That an 
a p p lic a n t can  show proof of ach iev em en ts , aw ards, 
commendations, or promotions of deserving performance and 
has published a t least one (1) technical paper in fisheries.

The applicants are given one (1) year after the approval 
and publication of the IRR of this Act to register as fisheries 
professionals without examination.

Sec . 26. Roster of Fisheries Professionals. — The 
Board, in coordination with the AIPO, shall prepare, update, 
and m aintain a Roster of Fisheries Professionals. The roster 
shall contain the nam es of fisheries professionals, their 
residence and office addresses, dates of registration or issuance 
of certificate, and other data which the Board may deem 
relevant.

The roster shall be open to the public, copies of which 
shall be made available to any party subject to the guidelines 
which may be prescribed by the Commission.

Sec . 27. Issuance of Special Temporary Permit. -  Upon 
application and payment of the required fees and subject to the 
approval of the Commission, the Board may issue special 
tem porary perm its to fisheries professionals from foreign 
countries whose services are urgently needed in the absence or 
inadequacy of local fisheries professionals for the purpose of 
promoting or enhancing the practice of the fisheries profession 
in the Philippines.
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Sec . 28. Foreign Reciprocity. -  No foreign fisheries 
professional shall be given a certificate of registration and 
professional identification card, or be entitled to any of the 
privileges under this Act unless the country of which the foreign 
fisheries professional is a subject or citizen specifically permits 
Fihpino fisheries professionals to practice within its territorial 
limits on the same basis as the subjects or citizens of the foreign 
country or state.

Sec. 29. Seal and  Use of Seal. -  Every fisheries 
professional shall obtain a seal of such design as the Board 
shall adopt and approve, which shall be impressed upon all 
documents, records, papers, and instrum ents prepared by or 
under the direct supervision of or issued by a registered fisheries 
professional only during the period of the vahdity of one’s 
professional identification card.

Sec. 30. In d ic a tio n  of N um ber, C ertif ica te  of 
Registration, Professional Tax Receipt, and AIPO Membership 
Official Receipt. -  Every registered fisheries professional shall 
be required to indicate the number of one’s certificate of 
registration, professional identification card, the date of 
issuance and expiration of said cards including the number of 
professional tax receipt, its date and place of issue, and AIPO 
Membership Official Receipt Number on any and all documents 
that the fisheries professional signs, uses or issues in connection 
with the practice of the fisheries profession.

ARTICLE IV

P ractice of th e  F ish eries  P rofession

Sec . 31. Oath of Profession of Fisheries Professionals. 
-  All successful examinees and those qualified for registration 
without exam ination shall be required to take an oath of 
profession before any member of the Board or any officer of the 
Commission authorized by it, or any person authorized by law 
to adm inister oaths prior to entering into the practice of the 
fisheries profession.

Sec . 32. Acts Constituting the Practice of the Fisheries 
Profession. -  Any single act or transaction embraced within 
the provision of Section 4 hereof shall constitute an act of 
engaging in the practice of the fisheries profession.



15

Sec . 33. Prohibition Against the Unauthorized Practice 
of the Fisheries Profession. -  No person shall practice the 
fisheries profession in the Phihppines or offer oneself as fisheries 
professional, or use the title, word, letter, figure or any sign 
tending to convey the im pression th a t one is a fisheries 
professional, or advertise or indicate in any manner whatsoever 
that one is qualified to practice the profession, unless the person 
has satisfactorily passed the Board licensure examination for 
fisheries professionals, or registered as a fisheries professional 
without examination, except as otherwise provided in this Act, 
and is a holder of a valid Certificate of Registration and a 
Professional Identification Card or a valid special temporary 
perm it duly issued by the Board and the Commission.

Sec . 34. Prohibition Against Corporate Practice. -  The 
practice of fisheries professionals is a professional service, 
admission to which shall be determined upon basis of individual 
and personal qualification. No firm, company, or association 
may be registered or licensed as such for the practice of the 
fisheries profession.

Sec . 35. P ro h ib itio n  A g a in s t H irin g  U nlicensed 
Fisheries Professionals. -  Government agencies, educational 
in s ti tu tio n s , p riv a te  co rp o ra tio n s  or com panies, and 
entrepreneurs in fisheries are prohibited from hiring unlicensed 
fisheries professionals whose work is defined in Section 4 of 
this Act.

Sec . 36. Integration of All Fisheries Professionals. -  
The fisheries profession shall be in tegrated  into one (1) 
national professional organization of fisheries professionals 
which shall be duly registered with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC). The Board, subject to approval by the 
Commission, shall accredit the said organization as the one 
and only AIPO of registered fisheries professionals. All fisheries 
professionals whose names appear in the Registry Book of 
Fisheries Professionals shall ipso facto or automatically become 
members thereof and shall receive all the benefits and privileges 
appurtenant thereto upon payment of AIPO membership fees 
and dues.

M em bersh ip  in  th e  AIPO sh a ll not be a bar to 
membership in other organizations of the fisheries profession.
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Sec. 37. Code of Ethics and  S tandards of Practice for 
Fisheries Professionals. -  The Board shall prescribe, adopt, 
and promulgate the Code of Ethics and Standards of Practice 
for Fisheries Professionals which shall be issued by the AIPO 
of fisheries professionals.

Sec . 38. Vested R ights: A utom atic R egistra tion  of 
Fisheries Professionals. -  AU fisheries technologists who are 
registered and hcensed under Resolution 01, series of 2002 of 
the Board of Fisheries, PRC, entitled “Rules and Regulations 
Implementing PRC Resolution No. 2000-664, As Amended”, 
Creation of the Board of Fisheries as mandated by Section 115 
of Republic Act No. 8550, otherwise known as the Fisheries 
Code of 1998 at the time this Act takes effect shall automatically 
be registered as fisheries professionals.

ARTICLE V

Penal and F inal Provisions

Sec . 39. Penal Provisions. -  Any violation of this Act, 
including the violations of its IRR, shall be meted the penalty 
of a fine of not less than Fifty thousand pesos (P50,000.00) nor 
more than Five hundred thousand pesos (P500,000.00), or 
imprisonment of not less than  six (6) months, or both, upon 
the discretion of the court.

Sec . 40. Appropriations. -  The Chairperson of the 
Commission shall immediately include in the Commission s 
programs the implementation of this Act, the funding of which 
shall be included in the annual General Appropriations Act.

Sec . 41. T ra n s ito ry  P ro v is io n . -  The ex is tin g  
Professional Board of Fisheries shall continue to function in 
the interim without another appointment until such time tha t 
the new Board shall have been constituted pursuant to this 
Act.

Sec . 42. Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR). -  
Within sixty (60) days from effectivity of this Act, the Board 
shall, subject to the approval of the Commission, adopt, 
promulgate and issue the IRR, in coordination with the AIPO 
and other fisheries institutions, to implement or carry out its 
provisions.

Sec . 43. Separability Clause. -  Ifany clause, sentence, 
paragraph, or part of this Act shall be declared unconstitutional



or invalid, such judgment shall not affect, invalidate or impair 
any other p art of this Act.

Sec . 44. Repealing Clause. -  Section 115 of Repubhc Act 
No. 8550 and Section 75 of Republic Act No. 8435 and PRC 
Resolution No. 2000-664, series of 2000 are hereby repealed. All 
other laws, decrees, executive orders, and other administrative 
issuances and parts thereof which are inconsistent with the 
provisions of this Act are hereby modified, superseded or repealed 
accordingly.

Sec . 45. Effectivity. -  This Act shall take effect 
fifteen (15) days after its pubhcation in the Official Gazette or in 
a newspaper of general circulation.

proved.

VICENTE C. SOTTOffl 
Presidetk of the Senate

GLORIA MACAPAGAL ARROYO 
Speaker of the House 

of Representatives

This Act was passed by the House of Representatives as 
House Bill No. 8844 on January 28,2019 and adopted by the Senate 
of the Philippines as an amendment to Senate Bill No. 1641 on

YRA MARIE D. VlLLARICA DANiyROBERlI) P. MALR 
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